FOUR HUNDRED TEXTS 
HOLY SCRIPTURE 
| WITH THEIR ; 
CORRESPONDING PASSAGES, 
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HER GRACE THE MOST NOBLK 
GERTRUDE 
DUTCHESS DOWAGER OF BEDFORD, | 
THE FOLLOWING EXPLANATIONS 
ARE MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


BY HER GRACE!'S 


MOST OBEDIENT 
AND MOST DUTIFUL 


SERVANT AND CHAPLAIN, __ | 


O. sr. J COOPER. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Otwithſtanding the genefal com- 
plaint of the wickedneſs of the pre- 
ſent age, there are, I truſt, many thouſands 
of Chriſtians, at this day, who ſeriouſly 
and devoutly apply themſelves to under- 
ſtand the will of God from his written 
Word. This ſufficiently appears from the 
great encouragement given to thoſe nume- 
rous annotations on the Bible; the authors 
of which too frequently make a gain of 
godlineſs, and fill their voluminous books 
with notes, at beſt but trifling and inſig- 
nificant®, This I ſay not to N 


8 Such as the following: | 
Luke vii. 5. He loveth our nation, _ hath 


built us a ſynagogue. Note, that is, at his own ex- 


nce. 

3 viii. 21. that hear the word of God, and do 
Note, put it in practice. | 

1 xvi. 30. What muſt I do to be ſaved? Note, 


for you can tell. 
it Eſdras i. 24. Thoſe that Sad and did wick= 


' edly, Note, that is, were ungodly. 


a | from 
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from the labours of pious and learned Com- 


. mentators, whoſe works muſt be of the 


greateſt uſe to thoſe who come after them; 
and to whom the preſent collection is 


greatly indebted, but unfortunately they 
are too expenſive to fall within the reach 


of common people. To fuch it would be 


uſeful, to be poſſeſſed of a /mall, cheap vo- 
jume, containing interpretations, not of 


every difficult text of Scripture (for that 
wouldexceed the learning ofthe wiſeſt among 


us), but only of the moſt remarkable paſſages, 


which may and do ſtrike ordinary readers, 
Such is the intention of the following ſheets, 
which, though few, need much apology: 


for it is a buſineſs of the moſt ſerious na- 


ture, as well as of great difficulty, to ex- 
plain the Word of God; and ought never 


to be attempted without earneſt prayer, to 


invoke the aid of the Divine Spirit, left we 
ſhould ſay, the Lord ſaith, when indeed 
the Lord hath zt ſaid ſo, and thus deceive 
ourſelves and others. The Bible, which 
is in every body's hands, in the Vulgar 
Tongue, contains indeed all that God re- 
quires of us: yet none can be the wiſer for 
what it contains, unleſs they are able to 


underftand or l it. All men are not 


competent 


"* n 'ew 2D 'w# F3 þ 


. OW. 1 9 "8 


E 


competent judges in this caſe. Some, 


through ignorance, miſtake and miſapply 


the Holy Scripture, and by ſo doing fall 


into many and dangerous errors, To re- 
move theſe, it is propoſed, in the firſt 


| 7 place, to conſider and explain thoſe 


Texts which appear contradictory. 
Every ſober Chriſtian will allow, that 


the ee really contain no cantra- 
dictions. Whatever appear ſuch, are ca- 


pable of a clear explanation, God is a 
God of order, and therefore cannot con- 


_ tradi himſelf, If we conſider the writers, 


either of the Old or New Teſtament, we 


| ſhall find /ome of them to be men of great 


learning and wiſdom, and all of them in- 
ſpired with the Holy Ghoſt; fo that we 
may be ſure, whatever they have written 
is moſt èxactly true. Yet we muſt ſup- 


poſe them to be men of no judgement, to 

write contradictions, and lay them fo near 

together, as even a careleſs reader may ob- 

ſerve in many of the Holy Writings. St. 

Luke was brought up in a learned profeſs 

| fhon, and the hiſtory of The Acts ſhews 
him to have been a wiſe and prudent man: 
and therefore he could not ren ps 
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a e en as appears to be in Acts 
ix. 7; and chap. xxil. 9. Many paſſages 


ſeem to claſh a little, which, on a nearer 
view, will be reconciled. Sometimes a 
figure of ſpeech is uſed, by which things 


are purpoſely and elegantly expreſſed, by a 


ſeeming contradiction, as Job xxii. 6. to 


 firip the naked of their chathing. They who 


are really naked have no cloathing to be 
ſtript of: but it means, thoſe who are 
badly cloathed. So 1 Timothy v. 6. She 
175 440 while te liveth, that is, dead ſpiri- 


tually while ſhe lives carnally; and Matt, 
xi. 5. The blind fee, and the deaf hear, that 


is, they who were once blind and deaf. 
There are alſo 


Texts which are not to be underſtood 
literally. 


No man s underſtanding can be ſo dull as to 
imagine our Saviour to be a door, a vine, a lion, 


a /amb, ora mountain, though he call himtelf 


ſuch, or be io repreſented by others. We may 


"karrt from tie Scriptures themielves, that 
the moſt literal ſenie is not always that 
Wich is lut:nded by the Holy Ghoſt, St. 


Paul, quo. ing this ſentcuce from Deut. 
XXV. 4. Thou ts no anugsle the ox that 


treadeth 
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treadeth out the corn, aſks, doth God take care 


for oxen? or ſaith he it altogether for our ſakes? 


Forour ſakes, zo doubt this is written. 1 Cor. 


ix. 9,10. ; that is, we are not to underſtand 


this text of the Old Teſtament literaliy of 


oxen, but apply it to the minſſters of the 


Gofpel, why. ſhould live by their labours 
therein, When men are called wolves, 


foxes, ſwine, worms, &Cc, it cannot be 


meant that they are ſuch in reality, but 
only ſignifies their cruelty, ſubtilty, un- 


cleanneſs, and weakneſs. Many figures 


of ſpeech there are, well known to the 
learned, which repreſent things otherwiſe 
than they really are; as Allegory, Meta- 
phor, and Parable. The latter of theſs 


will be particularly conſidered hereafter. 


By Allegory, words either convey a mean- 
ing different from their plain ſignification, 
as theſe in Ezekiel xxvii. 26. Thy rowers 
have brought thre into great waters, the eaſt 
wind Huth broken thee in the mid}t of the ſeas, 
which relate not to a ſip, but a city; or 
elſe, there may be another ſpiritual 
meaning, beſides the common ſenſe, Thus, 


by Abraham's two wives, St. Paul un t- 


. Ttands the two covenants. By Agar, the. 
| bondwoman, and her fon, the old law : 
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* 
and by 1 the fer WOman and her ſon, 
the Goſpel, Gal. iv. 24. Metaphor tranſ- 


lates words from their firſt ſenſe to a figu- 
rative one, As when God is repreſented 


as having a body, hands, or feet : this 
is only in condeſcenſion to our under- 


ſtanding. Beeauſe we cannot conceive 


how a perſon ſhould ſee or hear without 
eyes or cars, it is therefore ſaid, The eyes of 


the Lord are over the righteous, ond his ears 
are open to their prayers," Plalm xxxiv. 15. 


Not that God bath eyes or ears; but having 
given us ſight and hearing, he muſt be 
able to obſerve and know all things him- 
ſelf. Under this head we may place, the 
Prophetic expreſſions; as light, and dark- 
neſs, to ſignify proſperity and aaverſity : 


Iſaiah lix. 9. Incenſe denotes prayer, Ma- 


lachi 1. 11. A foreſt repreſents a great 
party. Ezek. IX. 47. A mountain, the 
Chriſtian Church. Iſaiah ii. 2, 


Some texts are not properly tranſlated. 
Hence like w iſe ariſe errors in religion, 


as is too plain to be denied, The Holy 


Scriptures, being indited by the Spirit of 


God, do, in the language in which they 


were firſt written, contain the propereit 


words to expreſs what we are to believe 


vii 
and do: but this is not always the caſe with 


tranſlations. In the Scriptures, as tranſ- 


lated into our mother tongue, there may 
be, and are, ſome errors : for though the 
Sacred Writings be the infallible Word of 


God ; yet the tranſlators were fallible men, 


| and ſometimes miſtook. The utmoſt care has 


indeed been taken, in this reſpect, with 


the whole Bible; eſpecially the New Teſ- 


tament; yet fore faults there are, and muſt 


be, as every language has ſome particulars, 


which cannot be ſo well expreſſed in ano- 


ther. Some words ſeem to be wrong tranſ- 
_ lated (if I may be allow'd the expreſſion) - 
purpoſely, as where the true ſenſe would 


require explanation. Thus in the Epiſtle 


1 of St. James, 1 2. Goodly apparel ſhould be 


white apparel : but then few would have 


known that white veſtments were at that 


time a mark of grandeur and diſtinction; 


white cloathing being much deſired by the 


Jewiſh nobility, as purple was by the Ro- 
man. In Matt. x. 9. purſes ſhould be 


girdles, it being the cuſtom of the ancients 
to carry their money in pockets at or in 


their girdles. Some are ill-tranſlated, yet 
well enough underſtood ; as 2 Tim. ii. 17. 
whoſe word doth eat as a canker, inſtead 

ad of 


of a cancer, gangrene, or mortification : 
pet the ſenſe is known by either of theſe 
_ expreſſions. 


Many texts may a better tin llated 
otherwiſe than they are. 


It has frequently happened, that where a 

word has two ſignifications, the leaſt proper 
has unhappily been choſen ; as in Gen, 
xlvii. 31. the ſame word ſignifies 4 bed, 
and à /iaff on which men lean: the former 
ſenſe being here preferred, contradicts 
Hebrews xi. 21; where the latter is uſed, 
which ſeems the moſt natural, In EY 
Axix. 37, and Levit, vi. 18, the Hebrew 
word ſignifies both 7o ſandiiſy, or make holy, 
and alſo, 10 defile, or make unclean, or to 
ſet apart to unholy uſes ; therefore the firſt 
of theſe texts might be, whatſoever toucheth 
the altar ſhall be UNCLEAN 3 becauſe Mo- 
ſes forbids coming near the altar, Numb. 
xvili. 3.3 and the other, every one that touch- 
eth 2 offering of the Lord ſhall be UN- 
CLEAN, becauſe Moſes . commanded that 
every thing on which the blood of the offering 
was ſprinkled ſhould be waſhed in the Poly 
place, Levit. vi. 27. Some paſlages are ſo 
obſcure in the Engliſh, that they cannot be 
made ſenſe of: particularly, Iſaiah xx1i, 12. 


5 might, WAR: more ; propriety, be 


read, - 


©a 


© 


"6M ) 


read, the morning cometh, and all the nicht, 


"though ye enquire never jo impattently ye ſhall 
certainly return again, In ſome of the 


Pſalms, none of our tranſlations are intel- 


ligible. 


Other texts require ſome explanation. 
The common people in general cannot 


underſtand the Sci pture aright, without 


ſome offiſlance 3 becaule it is Trcceflary. to 
know ſomething of the cuſtoms, and man- 
ners, of the times and people therein 
mentioned, which ey are unacquainted 
with; as they are with the uſual figures of 


ie frequent in all authors. To 


thoſe ho know that the uſual dreſe of a 


king of Iſrael, on his throne of judgement, 


was a white rode 3 the expreſſion of our 
Saviour will be berter-underitood, where, 
ſpeaking of the lilles of the field, he lays, 


that Solomon, in atl his glory, Was not ar- 


rayed like one of theſe, Luke xii. 27.; and, to 


ſuch as underſtand the cuſton:s of br 


entertainments among the Jews, the Pa- 
rable of the Ten I irgins will be the clearer 
and more beautiful, To compenſate for 
this want of knowledge among the vulgar, 
the Sacred Writers frequently explain them- 
{clves, or each other. That which is ob- 


. . icure 


1 * 1 
ſeure in one place is often cleared up in 
another. Thus, what the Royal Pophet, 
in Pſalms xvi. 9. calls his glory; the 
Apoſtle, according to the Prophet's ſenſe 
and meaning, calls hrs tongue: Acts ii. 26. 
The unlearned, and neceſſitous, are more 
likely to improve this advantage, than the 
rich; who, inſtead of comparing Scripture 
with Scripture, too haſtily apply to Com- 
mentators, that are often miſtaken or de- 
ficient. The ſixth head explains 


Texts which are wreſted or perverted. 


This part, in a particular manner, obliges 
me to requeſt the reader to lay aſide All 
prejudice ; and conſider theſe explanations | 


ferioufly, and impartially, which contain, 


as I hope and believe, the real ſenſe of 
the text. An honeſt and good heart will 
greatly aſſiſt the underſtanding to find out 
the truth. Nothing is more likely to in- 
form the mind, than an humble, teachable 
diſpoſition. Prejudice totally blinds the 
judg ement. 8 elſe could wicked men 
perſuade themſelves and others, that the 
words eternal and everlaſting. when ap- 
plied to the puniſhment of ſin, mean only 
a temporary, though indeed a long duration? 


If thele n can be ſo perverted, 


what 
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in What plain text can eſcape? Falſe teachers, 
ct, to gain the greater credit, make the Word 
the of God the ground of their miſtaken 
ne principles. There never was any hereſy, 
26. or ſchiſm in the Church, but what was 
Ire | pretended by the authors of it to be 
ae founded upon Scripture. They all plead 
re that, for what they advance: and each 
___ _ pretends that his opinion, however erro- 
e- neous, is agreeable to the words thereof. 


Ignorance, and a fickle diſpoſition, may 
cauſe men to pervert the words of Chriſt 


es and his Apoſtles, as we may learn from 

* St. Peter, who, 2 Peter iii. 16. ſays of St. 
bw Paul's Epiſtle, that the unlearned, and un- 

* table, 2 ſome parts of them, as they do 

f other Scripture, io their own deſtruction: 

Il and, if to their own deſtruction, cer 

"Bs it is a dangerous thing ſo to wreſt and 
bo vert them, Our Saviour expreſsly ai | 
e us, Mark x. 15. that why/oever does not re- 

© ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, 

2 3 be hall not enter therein: aud compares his 

2 FF diſciples to creatures of the moſt innocent 

. | kind, as doves, lambs, and little children, 

„ KK who have no prejudices againſt any. The 

; laſt head contaius 
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fee, aud Dearing _ might not underſtond. 


The Plrabies. 
Theſe apply ſome feigned ſtory to a real 


truth, which would be leſs remarkable, or 


more diſagrecable, if expreſſed i in plain lan- 


guage. Such 1 is that of Nathan to David. 


2 Sam. xii. 1. Sometimes one thing is 


compared with another, or likened unto 


it, as Mark iv. 30. whereunto ſhall we liken 


| She kingdom of God? or with what. compa- 


Tifon ſhall we compare it? It is like a grain 
of mufturd-ſeed, &c. The firſt inſtance we 
have of this manner of ſpeaking is in 
Judges ix. 8. which fee p. 146. It is fre- 
quently uſed by the Prophets and others 
in the Old Teſtament; aud our Saviour, in 
the New : but not after his time, which is 
ſomething remarkable. Some are imme- 


dtately expla med, as Iſalah v. 1. and 2. 


My well 1 hath a V. incyard in a very 


fruitful hill : and he fenced it, e 


ſeventh verſe tells us, that this Vineyard is 
the howje of Ifracl, which had to ill- requited 
God's SM It has been made a queſtion 
whetherour Saviour's Parables wereintended 
to render his doctrines clear to the vulgar, or 


to conceal them from their eyes: becauſe 
it is ſaid in Luke viii, 10. (which {ee ex- 


Plained p- 29.) that ſeeing they might not 
2 8 


® — — 


xii 
Yet the former opinion ſeems to be the truth 


not only becauſe all who have written upon 
the nature of a Parable do agree, that it 


is a plain, ſimple way of ſpeaking, pro- 
portioned to the underſtanding of the 
meaneſt capacity ; but alſo, becaufe our 
Saviour himſelf ſays, 1 in St. Matt. xiit. 13. 


He ſpake to them in Parables, becauſe they 
feeing, ſee not; and bearing, hear not; nei- 


ther do they under fand. That is, they did not 
conſider, nor attend to, and conſequently 


did not ander ſtaud, what he had ſaid tothem 


in a common way, and therefore he ſpake 
to them in Parables, or by compariſons, 
borrowed from things which the molt ig- 


norant did underſtand, to explain ſomething 
which they did not: and though ſome of 


theſe were not inſtantly comprehended by 
the Apoſtles, at which our Lord expreſſes 
ſome. ſurprize, ſaying, know ye not this 


eaſy and familiar Parable? how then will 
ye know all Parables * Mark iv. 13.; yet 


he afterward explain'd them, verſe xxxiv. 
and commanded, that what he told them in 


darkneſs, that they ſhould ſpeak in the light 


Matt. x. 27. But although theſe Para- 
bles might be clear to molt men of thoſe 


times, 
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times, becauſe our Saviour in them fre⸗ ? 
quently alluded to things immediately be- -; 
fore their eyes; yet theſe objects being re- 0 
moved from us, every one does not now Z 
ſee the force and beauty of them, or per- « 
haps not clearly underſtand them, without 
We little aſſiſtance. Thus much for the 
deſign of the following collection, which 
is contrived, for the moſt part, to be in- 
telligible, when read alone: yet it is ſup- 
poſed that every one who can read it has a 
Bible at hand to conſult; or, rather, to 
read that, and conſult this, for the expla- 
nation of what may appear extraordinary. 
Laſtly, it is much to be wiſhed, that everx 
one, intending to read a chapter i in the Bi- 
ble or Teſtament, would firſt implore the 
Divine Author of it toguide his heart to the 
knowledge of the truth, in ſome ſuch eja- 
culation as theſe. O Lord, open thou mine 
wy. that I may ſee the wondrous things of 
law. Plalm cxix. 18. Lord, give me 
„ that I may learn thy commands 
ments. Pſalm cxix. 73. Or, if he pleaſes, 
in words to this effect. Ble/jed Lord, wha 
Has cauſed all Holy Scriptures io be written 
for our r learnmg, grant. that I may jo read, 
. EE underſtand, 
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underfland, and confider them, that 
| patience and application I may find fuch 


comfort in thy Holy Word, as will enable me 
zo lay hold on eternal life, through Feſus Chrift 
our Lord. Amen, 
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FOUR HUNDRED TEXTS 
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HOLY SCRIPTURE, Kc. 


4 


TEXTS WHICH APPEAR 
CONTRADICTPNE. 


Gex. i. 27. Gun; 1 


T appears like a contradiction in Moſes, firſt 
to deſcribe how God made Adam; and then, 
in the next chapter to ſay, there was not a man 
to till the ground. Some have therefore thought 
that the firſt of theſe verſes is miſplaced. But 
there needs no other anſwer to the objection 
than this: Moſes firſt gives a general account 
of the whole creation, in ſix days; and then, 
carrying on his hiſtory, deſcribes particularly 
the formation of Adam and Eve. In the third 
verſe of the ſecond Chapter it is faid, that God 
had reſted from all his work, which be had 
created and made : that is; He ceaſed to make 
any more creatures: therefore Adam was not 


| made after this, 


B | | * GEN. 
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GEN. XV. 13. Exop. xii. 41. Acrs vii. 6. 


Two of theſe texts repreſent the Iſraelites as 
ferving the Egyptians, and being afflicted by them 


pour hundred years. The other gives the exacttime, 


which was four hundred and thirty years. Scripture 
often ſets down an even number, without taking 
notice of a few either under or over. In 1 Chron. 


xxix. 27, we read that David reigned in Hebron 


feven years; though it was ſaid, 2 Sam. v. 5, 
that in Hebron he reigned ſeven years and fix 
months. So, on the other hand, that the Iſraelites 
eat manna foriy years; Exod. xvi. 35. It was, 
indeed, a little ſhort of this; as may be ſeen by 
comparing Exod. xvi. 1. with Joſhua v. 11. 


GEN. xxii. 1. St. Jams i i. 13. 


Temptation ſignifies no more than Tryal; 
any oppoſition or difficulty that may exerciſe 


our virtues, and ſo make them known. In 


this ſenſe God himſelf tempts men; that is, tries 

and proves them; and thus He did tempt Abra- 
ham. Sometimes temptation means dangerous 
trials, and enticements to ſin; under which we 
are more likely to fink than overcome them. 
In this ſenſe God tempteth not any man: nor 
will He, if we reſiſt them, ſuffer us to be tempted | 
above what we are able. 1 Cor. x. 13. 


= Qui. xvii; 8. 10. 
In the firſt of theſe verſes it is ſaid that Iſrael 


beheld Joſeph's ens. In the other; that His eyes 
were 


LS 
47 


6 
were dim, fo that he could not ſee. The mean- 
ing is not, that he could not ſee at all; but 


only, that he could not ſee plainly and diſtinctly 


the objects which were before him. 


Exop. vii. 13. ExoD. viii. 15. 1 SAM. vi. 6. 


We muſt not underſtand by the firſt of theſe 
expreſſions, viz, the Lord hardened Pharaoh's 


heart; that God cauſed ſuch a ſtrange obſtinacy 


in him: for the Hebrew words do but ill bear 


ſuch a tranſlation : and in the next chapter it is 


twice ſaid that he hardened his own heart : and 
alſo in the firſt book of Samuel, that zhe Egyptians, 


and Pharaoh, hardened their hearts. By the hiſtory 
it appears that the Lord did not harden Pha- 


raoh's heart; at leaſt, not till after the ſixth 
plague. The meaning of all the above paſſages 
is plainly this; that Pharaoh would not be con- 
vinced by the miracles and judgements which 
he ſaw and felt; and that therefore God with- 
drew his grace from him, and then he could 
not but ſin. 


Exop. xxxiil. 11. St. Jonn i. 1 
Moſes is ſaid to have talked with God face to 


face: and Jacob to have ſeen him. Gen. xxxii. 


30. But this only fignifies that God revealed 
himſelf to them in a more particular manner 


than to others: for God is a ſpirit whom no man 


hath een or can ſee, 1 Tim. vi. 16. that is, as He 
is in Heaven: and when Moſes deſired this fa- 
B 2 vour 


a) 


your of God, He denied it him; faying, thor 
canſt not ſee my face, for there ſhall no man ſee 
me and live. Exod. xxxili. 20. St. John might 
therefore ſay here, and in his firſt epiſtle iv. 12, 
no man hath ſeen God at any time. The antient 
Chriſtian writers generally agree that the perſon 
who appeared to Adam, Abraham, Moſes, and 
the prophets, was the Word of God; z the Son 
of God ; Jeſus Chriſt, 


Nows. iv. 3 2 . Wha Vill. 24. 

Two. ways may theſe texts be reconciled : 
either by recollecting that the Levites were 
obliged to ſpend five years in learning the 
duties of their miniſtry, before they were ad- 
mitted to officiate ; or, that in Moſes's time, 
their conſecration began at the twenty-fifth year 
of their age; but afterwards, in the time of 
King David, at the twentieth year. 


Nong. XXV. 9. 1 Con. *. 


St. Paul tells us expreſsly, that the number 
of thoſe who were cut off in the plague, was 
twenty-three thouſand, Moſes makes them no leſs 
than twenty four thouſand : becauſe in this num- 
ber he includes the thouſand who were found 
guilty of idolatry, and thereupon flain with 
the ſword : whereas the Apoſtle ſpeaks of none 
but thoſe who died of MS Peſtilenes. 


DEorEROGN. 


CY 


 DavTERON: x. 4. Marr. xxii. 40. 
The Commandments are by Moſes called 


Fen ; yet are they ſaid by our Saviour to be 


tw0; meaning that they are divided into two 
tables; the firſt containing the four firſt Com- 
mandments which relate to our duty to God : 


and the ſecond table containing the other fix; _ 


which comprehend our duty to our neighbour.” 


DEUTERON. x. 22. Acrs vii. 14. 


Jacob's family are differently reckoned at their 
going into Egypt. Moſes ſays they were 


threeſcore and ten: that is to ſay; all that came 


out of Jacob's loins (as it is Gen. xlvi. 26.) were 
threeſcore and fix ; beſides himſelf, Joſeph, and 
his two ſons, who were in Egypt before ; which 
make threeſcore and ten. St. Stephen adds to 
theſe nine of his ſon's wives, and ſo makes the 
number three/core and fifteen, Theſe, though 
not of Jacob's blood, were of his kindred, as St. 
Stephen expreſſes it. 


Drorzgox. xxviii. 68. 


Sold, and no man ſhall buy you, This threat 
was literally fulfilled on the Jews (as a Peo- 
ple), after Adrian had quelled their rebellion 
under Barcobeus. They were ſold into Egypt ; 
and many of them no man would buy : all 
ſuch were ſure to be killed on account of their 
vaſt numbers. 


135 JosHuA 


Josno xv. . | 
If we count the places foregoing, they are 


in number 7hirty- -eight : which contradicts this 
aſſertion; all the cities are twenty-nine. The 


meaning is, that zzventy-nine only belonged to 
Judah; the reſt being given to the tribe of Si- 


meon; as we find in the 19th chapter; where nine 
of the Cities here mentioned are ſaid to be of that 
tribe, which makes the number N eight. 


1 SAM. XVI. : | ; I | Sane. xvii. 33. 39. 
There is a ſeeming contradiction in the hiſ⸗ 


tory of king David. When he was recom- 
mended for the cure of Saul's diſorder, he is re- 
preſented as a mighty valiant man; a man of 
war ; and prudent : and accordingly he was pre- 
ferred to be his armour-bearer. Vet, in the next 
chapter, when he comes to fight with Goliah, 
he proves @ youth unuſed io arms, and unable to 


bear them. This ſeems to ſhew, that his affair 
with Goliai was before he was ſent to refreſh 
Saul; and that the laſt ſtory is given firſt ; but 
properly, and naturally ; for the hiſtorian, ha- 


ving told how God rejected Saul, and choſe 


David, he then informs us of the conſequence 
of his rejecting the one, and chuling the other; 
namely, the departure of God's ſpirit from Saul; 

his being zroubled with an evil ſpirit, which 


could only be appeaſed by David's {kill on the 


harp. This tory is given, from the 14th to 


the 23d verſe N * 16th chapter; but in 


order 


C 


5 order of time ſhould come in between the gth 
and 10th verſes of the 18th chapter; where the 
breach ſeems vifible. 


„ 


2 Sau. x. 6. 1 | Canov. Xix. 8 


In one of theſe texts it is ſaid; they hired ;birty- 
two thouſand chariots. The meaning muſt be, ſo 
many men, who fought in chariots, when they 
ſaw cauſe : for in the book of Samuel it is ex- 
preſsly ſaid, that they hired twenty thouſand footmen 
from Beth-rehoband Z oba; and twelve thouſand men 
of Iſhtov ; which make up the 7hirty-two thouſand 
mentioned i in Chronicles, | 


2 SAM. XXIV. 1. 9. 1 CHRON. Xxi. 1. 5. 


A great miſtake has ariſen from miſunder- 
ſtanding the firſt of theſe texts; as if God mo- 
ved David to number the people. A learned 
perſon tranſlates the verſe thus : The anger of 


the Lord continued to burn againſt Iſrael; for 
David was moved (namely, by Satan,) to ſay, go 


number Iſrael and Judah. He moved David: 


not God, but the Devil moved him; as is ex- 


preſsly ſaid 1 Chron. xxi. 1. Satan provoked 
David to number Iſrael. The numbers re- 
turned alſo differ conſiderably : eſpecially in 
relation to the men of Iſrael ; who in the firſt text 
are returned eight hundred thouſand, but in the laſt 

eleven hundred thouſand. Obſerve; in the firſt, the 

whole of Judah is returned; and only the men of 
approved valour in Iſrael, In the other; the 
whole of Iſrael is expreſsly returned; but the 

B 4 word, 


T7 8 * 
word ab is not pur before thoſe of Judah; and 


therefore perhaps only the men of tried valour 


are included : fo the returns s muſt of neceſſity 
be different. . 


cr 2 


2 Sau. xxiv. 24. I Caron. xxi. 25. 


Theſe paſſages are af ly reconciled, by put⸗ 


ting a ſtop after the word floor in the firſt text: 
For there we are told that David bought the 


93 1 floor (but not at what price); and the 


Oxen for fifty ſhekels of filver. In the 2d; the 


price paid for the place is expreſsly ſet down 


to be fir hundred ſbetelt of gold; without men- 
tioning any price _ for the oxen. 


1 Kixos viii. 9. 5 * 4. 


The firſt book of Kings informs us, that in 


the ark was nothing ſave the two lables of tone, 
which Moſes fut there at Horeb: and yet, in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, it is affirmed that in the 
ark was the golden pot that had manna ; and 


Araon's rod that budded ;, and the tables of the co- 


venant. Some imagine, that before the ark had 
any fixt and ſettled place (which. is the time the 
Apoſtle refers to) all theſe things were inclu- 
ded in it; though it was chiefly intended for no- 
thing but the tables of the covenant ; but that 
when it was placed in the temple, nothing re- 
mained 1n 1t but the two tables : all the other 
things were laid up in the treaſury of the tem- 


Ple; - 


c 9: Y; 
ple; where the book of the law was found, in 
the days of king Joſias. 


1 Kinos xii. 24. 1 KINGS xiv. 30. 


God commanded Rehoboam and his people 
not to go to fight with Jjrael; and they obeyed 


his voice. But though they were commanded 
not to make war at that time, to recover the 
kingdom which they deſiſted from; yet it does 
not imply but that there might be war, or at leaſt 
perpetual. enmity, between theſe two Kings, all 
their da J tho chey never came to a pitch d 


battle. 


I Kixss xvili. 4 I 3.22. 
It is ſaid in the 4th and 13th verſes, that Oba- 
aiah preſerved an hundred of the Lord's Prophets by 


hiding them fifty in a cave, and feeding them with 
bread and water: yet at the 22d verſe Elijah tells 


the people; I, even I only remain a Prophet of 


the Lord, We can hardly imagine therefore, 
that all the hundred which Obadiah preſerved 
were men actually inſpired, or endowed with the 
ſpirit of Prophecy; but only ſuch as were diſ- 


ciples of the prophets, and candidates for 


that office. It is not unlikely, that even 
to Jelebel's time there were remaining in 
Iſrael ſchools of the Prophets, which the en- 
deavoured to deſtroy, as well as thoſe who were 
bred up in them; that none might be left to in- 


rue the people in the true * 
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No fooner do we read of the kind treat- 
ment the Syrians received, but it immediately 
follows, that e king of Syria befieged Samaria ; 
which does not ſo well agree with what is ſaid 


the Syrians came no more into the land of Ifrael, 
We can hardly think that an author would 
contradict himſelf ſo ſoon; therefore muſt ſup- 
poſe that the Syrians retreated for that time; 
though afterwards they attack'd them again : or 
that they ſent no more ſmall parties, or bands ; 


once; and with a regular army befiege Samaria. 
Or elle, that they came no more that year; 
which ſome think the meaning of the Hebrew. 


2 KINGS xv. 30. +2 KING" xvii. 1. 


In the 15th chap. Hoſeah is laid to have ſlain 
Petab, in the 20th year of Joi ham; and to have 
reien'd in his ſtead, The 20th year of Jotham was 

> certainly the 4th of Ahaz. But it is ſaid in the 
17th chapter, that in the 127th year of Abaz Hoſea 
began to reign. How can his reign begin in the 4th 
and 12th of Ahaz? The anſwer is; the be- 
ginning of his reign may be conſidered in a 
double reſpect. From the 4th of Ahaz to the 
12th, he reigned as ſovereign ; whereas after the 


Aſſyria, and paid him tribute. See Chap. xviii. 
IO, Il. I 


2 Kings 


in the verſe before; namely, that the bands of 


but were reſolved to fall upon the Iſraelites at 


12th of Ahaz he was ſubje& to the king of 


o 
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2 KINGS xvi. 9. 2 CHRON. XXViii. 20. 
One of theſe verſes intimates, that the King 


of Aſſyria helped Ahaz : the other; that be 


diſtreſſed him, and helped him not. Both are true. 
He did help him againſt the King of Aſſyria; 
took Damaſcus ; and delivered Ahaz from the 

wer of the Syrians. Bur this did him little 
good : for he helped him not to recover the 
cities the Philiftines had taken from him : nor 
did he lend him any forces to join his own; but 


rather weakened him by exhauſting his trea- 


ſures, and deſtroying, Samaria ; whereby the way 


was open to ſpoil his country more eaſily in the 


next reign. 


1 n iii. 17. JEREM. xxiii. 30. MATT. i. 12. 


In two of theſe texts, Jeconiah is ſaid to 
be childleſs : yet in the other he is ſaid to have 
children. The meaning is: he had no child 
to ſucceed him; his children dying before him. 


2 Caron. xiv. 3- 5+ 2 CHRON: XV. 17. 
It is twice ſaid in the firſt of theſe chapters, 


that Aſa did take away the high places: yet in 


the ſecond, that the bigh places were not taken 
away out of Iſrael. Trees we may ſuppoſe that 
the former relate only to 7udah : but, from the 


territories he had conquered out of the land of 


1frael, he was not able to remove them. Or 


the latter may be underſtood thus: he took 
| away 
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away thoſe high 3 which were for the fer- 
vice of other gods; but let thoſe alone where 


the true God Nils was worſhiped, _ 


ISAIAH ix. 7. Dax. vii. 14. 1 CoR. xv. 24. 


The Prophets have foretold of Chriſt's king- 
dom, that it is everlaſting ; and Hall fland for 
ever. St. Paul ſays it ſhall have an end. 
To reconcile. theſe, we muſt obſerve, that the 
expreſſions of everlaſting, and without end, are 
uſed in all authors in a ſenſe very different 
from the common one. Thus in Scripture we 
read of everlaſting mountains: Habak. iii. 6. and, 


in Exodus xxi. 6. a ſervant is ſaid to /erve "i | 


maſter for ever : that is, during his maſter's life. 
When therefore it 1s ſaid, Chriſt ſhall reign for 
ever ; the meaning 1s that he ſhall reign as long 


2s the world laſts : and when it is laid, of his 


kingdom there ſhall be no end, Luke i. 33. the 
meaning is, that it ſhall not paſs away like 
other kingdoms; and oj ſhall be no end of i its 
till the end of all things. | R282 


Irn rA exxli 4. Fax. xii. 13. 


Jeremiah propheſied of Zedekiah, that he 
ſhould be delmwered into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, whom he ſhould fee and ſpeak with; 
and that he ſhould go to Babylon. Ezekiel 
propheſied of the ſame prince, that he ſhould go 
to Babylon; but yet he ſhould not ſee it, tho” he 


ſhould die there. Joſephus tells us that the ſeem- 


ing inconſiſtency of N two prophecies deter- 
mined 


25 wt. of 


er- 
re 
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mined Zedekiah to believe neither of them: yet᷑ 


both were exactly fulfilled. He was taken in the 
plains of Jericbo, and ſent to the king of Babylon 
10 Riblab, 2 Kings xxv. 5, 6. where he then re- 


ſided ; whom he ſaw and ſpoke to; and who 
cauſed his eyes to be put out; and then ſent bim 


to Babylon, which he could not then ſee. Here 


he was umpriioncd, and died. 


JEREMIAH li. 31. 


It ſeems a contradiction to fay, - one poſt ſhall 
run to meet another, and one meſſenger to meet 


another, to ſhew the king of Babylon that his city 
is taken (not at one end as our Tranſlation ſays, 


but) at the extremity. Yet this was ſtrictly true; 
for Babylon was taken ,at each end at the ſame 
time; ſo that the meſſengers, who carried the 


news to the king at his palace in the middle of 
the city, did run to meet each other, as enn 


from oppoſite quarters. 


Marr. i. Luxe 1 Hs. 


Whatever contradictions may now be thought 
to be, in the genealogy of Chriſt, as given by 
St. Matthew and St. Luke; it was certainly un- 
derſtood, and acknowledged, by all perſons of 
that time. The genealogies of the Jews were 
public and well known ; they could repeat them 
as readily as their own names: therefore the 
Evangeliſts could not give a falſe one without 


being diſcovered immediately, We muſt then 


7 — believe 
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believe that both theſe are true. There were 
two ways of reckoning deſcents among the Jews. 
One, common to them and all other nations, 
by the courſe of deſcent from father to ſon. 

The other was by legal deſcent, eſtabliſhed by 
their law ; according to which, if an elder bro- 
ther died without 5 iſſue, and left a widow, the next 
brother was to take her to wife ; and their firſt- 
born ſon was, in law, the ſon of the elder brother, 

and ſucceeded to his ęſtate. St. Luke, writing to 
the Gentiles, draws the pedigree of Chriſt in a 
way underſtood by them. St. Matthew, writing 

to the Jews, follows the method of ſucceſſion. 
among the Jews ; and draws out the genealogy 
according to the legal. deſcent. | 


Marr. v. 16, 5 Marr. vi. 3. 


The command, to let our light ſhine before men, 
does not contradict the rule in the other text, 
to do acts of charity privately : for Chriſt only 
deſigned to guard againſt pride and vain- glory, 
when he required alms to be given in ſecret ; 
and that we ſhould not ſeek the praiſe of men. 
The one of theſe rules is more excellent ; the 
other more ſafe, | 


Marr. viii. 5. Lokk vii. 3. 


St. Matthew's account is, that a Centurion 
came to Chriſt. Yet St. Luke ſays, He did not 
came, but ſent. This was a more humble way 
of coming to Chriſt, "by e and inter- 
_ ceflors, 
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Marr. viii. 28. Mark v. 1. LUKE viii. 26. 


The town of Gadara was in the province of 
Gergaſa : and tho' St. Mark and St. Luke ſay 


Cadarenes, this does not make the Evangeliſts 
inconſiſtent ; for the region of the Gergaſenes, 
being of broader extent than the region of rhe 
Gadarenes, included Gadara in it. One Evan- 


geliſt gives the name of the country; the other, 
of a particular ſpot only. | 


MATT, viii. 28, Makk v. 2. LUKE vüii. 27. 


St. Mark and St. Luke ſay only one; 
St. Matthew, that there were #wo poſſeſſed. 
'The reaſon ſeems to be this : one of the two was 


a Gergaſene, and a Jew : ſo, in the caſting the 


Devilout of him, our Lord did only what He had 
frequently done in Judea before. But the other 
was a Gadarene ; that is, one of a Heathen city. 


Of this one St. Mark and St. Luke chiefly take 
notice, as being a more remarkable and rare 


Inſtance; this being almoſt the only example of 


a cure being wrought on a Heathen. 


Marr. x. 10. MARK vi. 8. 


The firſt text, where the Diſciples are com- 
manded to provide for their journey, neither ſhoes, 
nor yet aves, agrees well with that of St. Mark, 
where they are permitted to take a flaff 3 and 
is as if Chriſt had ſaid, go juſt as you _ 
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man now has. 


Marr. xii. 10. Manx iii. 4. LUKE vi. 9. 


The former Evangeliſt i is not contrary to the 
two latter, who ſay that Chriſt aſked them, Both 


* are true. They aſked him whether it were 


lawful to heal on the Sabbath-days ; ; and he re- 
plies by faying, I will alſo 4ſt you, whether it 
be lawful to do good on the Sabbath. days FP. - 


Marr. xii. 40. pes "Manx viii. 31. 

Tree nights and three hn are the ſame as 
three days; and theſe expreſſions are often uſed 
one for the other. But the words after three days 


are very full and expreſſive: yet the chief prieſts 
will inform us how. we are to underſtand them. 


Sir, ſaid they to Pilate, zve remember that that de- 


ceiver ſaid while be was yet alive, after three days 
1 will riſe again. Vet their demand is, hat the 
8 gu be made ure only fill tbe third day. 

att. xxvii. 63, 64. Here is the authority of the 
chief prieſts and Phariſees, that after three days, 
and, till the third day, were equal expreſſions z | 
and were ſo underſtood in the common language 


of that country. Juſt ſo, when Rehoboam had 


ſaid to the people, come again lo me after three 
days; it follows; /o all the people came to Rehoboam 
on the third day, as the ting bade, ſaying, come again 
fo me on the third day. 2 Chron. x. 5. 12. The 
Jews uſed to reckon part of a dizy, and even one 


hour, for a whole day; parucularly when they 


explained 


> 
4 s 


Je- 
18 
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explained the law that orders children to be 


circumciſed the 8th day. 


Marr. Xi1lt. 12. 


He that hath, fignifies him cha”: improves 
the advantages which God has given him ; and 
ſo receives more. He that hath not, 1s he thag 
makes ſo ill uſe of them, that he is as though 
he had them not. From tim that hath, ſhall be 
taken away, even that he hath; or (as it is in 
St. Luke viii. 18.) that which he ſeemeth to 


| have; means the talents inſtruſted to him; as 
is explained by a Parable in chapter xxv. 14. 


Marr. xiv. 5, Mark vi. 19. 
To reconcile the former with the latter 


text, where it is implied that Heroaias would 


have put St. John to death, but could not prevail 
with He od to do it ; it may be faid that Herod 
was willing enough to do it ; but was withheld 
from the action, partly by fear of the people, 


and partly by checks of conſcience. knowing 


St. John 10 be a juſt man, and holy; and that his 
death might be avenged on him by a righteous 
God ; as Joſephus ſays the Jews thought it was, 


by the deſtruction of his army. 


Marr. n . Manx vi. 45. Joux vi. 17. 


St. Matthew and St. Mark tell us, that our 
Saviour ordered his Apoſtles to croſs the ſea, and 


wait for him on the other tide at Bethſaida. 
C = 


two. 
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St. John writes, that they entered into a ſhip, 
but went over the ſea, toward Caperaaum : yet, 
after all, St. Mark ſays, hey landed at neither, 

bur in the country of Genneſaretb. To recon- 
cile this, we need only remember what all the 
Evangeliſts tell us; viz. that while the Apoſtles 
were on board, there aroſe a ſtrong gale of 
wind which ptoved contrary : ſo that inſtead of 
arriving at Bethſaida, they found themſelves 
next morning on the oppoſite fide not far from 
Tiberias, and to the ſouth of Capernaum. 
Tho” therefore our Saviour ordered them to 
go to Bethſzida, yet they could not do it 
becauſe the wind was againſt them. Their 
next attempt was to get to Capernaum; but 
even hat they could not de but, being forced 
to yield to the florm, were carried a good way 
below it; from whence they juſt touch'd at 
N azareth, and thence K to © 


MATT. Xvil. 1. Mins ix. 2. Lokk. i ix. 28. 


What St. Luke calls about eight days, St. Mat- 
thew and St. Mark make ter fix days: but 


the reaſon of the ſeeming diſagreement is, that 


the two laſt Evangeliſts compute only the entire 
days between our Saviour's diſcourſe and his 
going up into the mount; and therefore. ſtyle 
them % whereas St. Luke, including both 
the days of his diſcourſe and aſcent, calls them 


eight. Thus notes are reckoned in "muſic : and 


thus Phyficians reckon when they ſpeak of agues; 
a tertian intermitting one day; ; and a quartan 
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it ſaid, He perceived the thoughts of their hearts 
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Marr. XVIII. 1. Mark IX» 33. Luk E. Ix. 46. 
St. Matthew tells us that the diſciples game to 
Jeſus: St. Mark, that Chriſt put the queſtion 
20 them : and St. Luke, that they had been diſpu- 
ting this point among themſelues, and Jeſus per- 
ceived their thoughts. The hiſtory is this. As 


= Jcſus was going to Capernaum, his diſciples 


followed him diſcourſing among themſelves, 
When they came into the houſe, He aſted them, 
what was it ye diſputed among yourſelves by the 
way” but they, being {aſhamed to tell him, 
held their peace. Then Jeſus toak;a child, Cc. 
The words in St. Matthew relate not to Jeſus, 
but to the difciples ; and mean not the o, i., 
ſpeech ; but the inward reaſoning of the heart; 
which is plain from their filence, and Jeſus's 


| perceiving their thoughts, * Had they- pur the 


queſtion to our Saviour (as our verſion of St. 
Matthew implies), why ſhould they not have 


| anſwered his demand? and, if they had alfea dy 


declared their thoughts in plain words, why” 18 
2 


* 
+ © 


Marr. xx. 21, MRR 1 . 5 


James and John, with their mother, came 


to Chriſt, and deſired that they might fit with 


him in his kingdom. St. Matthew ſays, it was 
the mother who afted this for her ſons.,, The mo- 
ther and ſons, being together, jointly, put.up 
their petitions. Or the ſons, having got their 
mother to make the requeſt to Chriſt, may 

| > os properly 
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roperly enough be ſaid to > have done it them: 
lves. 


Marr. xxvi. 34. Manx xiv, 30. 
This nig bi before the Cock crow: that is, the time 
from twelve at night to three in the morning, 
which laſt hour is called the ſecond cock- 
crowing. So that what in St. Mark is, before 
tbe cock crow twice, is, in St. Matthew, before 
the cock crow ;- or within the time of cock- 
crowing ; and fignifies the ſame thing; and is 
as much as if Chriſt had ſaid before three 
o'clock in the morning. If, inſtead of the 
word twice, it had been, he ſecond time, fewer 
le would have been miſtaken, and all the 


. ee found to agree. 


Marr. xxvi. 57. Lokk ii. 2. JOHN xi. 49. 


It is plain from Scripture, Caiphas was high 
pt at the time of Chriſt's death. Yet it is 


id by St. Luke, that Annas and Caiphas being 


high priefts, the word of tie Lord came unto John. 
Annas was not actually highprieſt at that 
time; but only his vicar to ſupply his place 
upon occaſion. Beſides, the dignity of the 
high prieſt was for life : they always retained the 
name, though they were depoſed. Annas had 
great authority, having been high prieſt himſelf, 
and ſeen both his own ſon, and ſon-in-law, in 


the fame ©: arms 
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Marr. xxvii. 5. Acrs i. 18. 
St. Matthew ſays, Judas banged 22 St. 
Peter, that he burſt aſunder in the midjt. Judas 


firſt hanged himſelf; and then the rope breaking, 
he fell down; and burſting aſunder, his bowels 
guſhed out. | 


Mare: XXVIL. 32. JOHN xix. 17. 


In one place it is ſaid, Chriſt bore his croſs 
toward the place of his crucifixion: in the other, 


that Simon was compelled to bear it for him. It 


was the cuſtom of the Jews, that he who was 


to be crucified ſhould carry his own croſs : and 


ſo our Saviour for ſome time did : but it be- 
ing found too heavy for him, Simon was com- 
pelled to bear it with him, or for him. 


Marr. xxvii. 34. Mark xv. 23. 


One Evangeliſt ſays, they gave Chriſt vi- 


negar to drink ming led with gall. The other, 


wine mingled with myrrb. To reconcile this, it 
has been ſaid, that there were tue cups offered 
to our Lord at the time of his crucifix1on ; the 
one of wine mix'd with myrrh, by ſome of 
his friends (for it was allowable, from motives 
of humanity, to give an intoxicating, ſtupifying 
mixture, to take away the ſenſe of pain), before 
he was nail'd to the croſs; and the other, of 
Vinegar and gall, or wormwood, by the ſoldiers, 
in a ſcoffing manner, after he was nailed to it. 
But it ſeems rather a "miſtake of the tranſlators : 
C 3 | for 
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ti 


for the laſt of theſe texts ſhould _ four wine, 
which 1s vinegar, as 1ts name teſtifies : and the 
Hebrew words for myrrh and gall are ca 
miſtaken for each other. SIDE 
Marr. xxvii. 38. Lexx xxili; 39. 

St. Luke ſays that one of the thieves only, 
that was crucified with Chriſt, upbraided him; 
and the other rebuked him fer it. To reconcile 
him with St. Matthew, let it be obſerved, that 
it is uſual with the Evangeliſts to aſcribe that to 
many, which agrees only to one. So that is ſaid 
to be written in the Prophets, which is written 
only in one of them. So alſo, the ſoldiers 
brought him vinegar : . Luke XX111. 36. John 
XiX. 29; that is; one of them did it. Matthew 
xxvii. 48. Mark xv. 35. fin 


Fj 


Marr. 3 xxvii. 55, 56. JOHN xix. 25. 


St. John, mentioning the diſcourſe which 
Jeſus had with his mother and his beloved diſ- 
ciple at the time of his crucifixion, ſays, that 
ſhe and Mary Magdalen /tood near the croſs. St. 
Matthew, on the other hand, ſays, that Mary 
Magdalen and other women were there behold- 
ing afar off. Both theſe may be true. The 
_ crucifixion was a work of time; and laſted 
ſeveral hours. So that the women, who were 
at a diſtance from the croſs, might, during its 
continuance, draw near It : or, from being 
near, might remove irom it. The two Evan- 
gelifts « _ not ſpeak of the fame point of time. 

Marr. 
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Marr. xxviii. 1. MARK Xvi. 2. JOHN XX. Is 


The day beginning to dawn, of St. Matthew; 
and while it was yet dark, of St. John; will 
readily be allowed to mean the ſame point of 
time; namely, the ending of the night, and 
beginning of the day. But how is it to be re- 
conciled with the time mentioned by St. Mark, 


namely, the riſing of the Sun? why, by ſuppo- 


ſing that St. Matthew and St. John ſpeak of 


the women ſetting out; and St. Mark, of their 


5 arrival at the ſepulchre. 


MARK ii. 4. LUKE v. 19. 


How could they uncever the houſe, when they 


could not fo much as get at it by reaſon of the 


throng that was before the door ? Thus : in Ju- 
dea, the houſes were low and flat- roofed ; and 
farrvanded” with a battlement breaſt - high. 
They had two ways up to the tops of them : 


one, by a pair of ſtairs within, leading to a trap- 


door on the roof : the other, on the outfide of 
the houſe, by a pair of ſtairs by which they 


could aſcend to the roof when they pleaſed, 


without going into the houſe. They who 
brought the man fich of the palſy, finding that 
they could not come at the door, went round; and 

coming to the ſtairs which ſtood on the outſide 
of the houſe, carried him up this way to the top; 
finding the trap door ſhut, they forced it open; 
which. St. Mark calls wncovering, or breaking 
up the roof; and they conveyed him down that 
C4 way; 


| <( 24 ) 
way ; which St. Luke calls letting bim down. 
thro” the tiling: that is, thro? the roof; becauſe all 
the roof, except where the door was, was paved 
wich tiles. Thus they eaſily placed the man be- 
ſore Jeſus. 


Mark xv. 25. JOHN xix. 14. 
About the fixth hour, that is, about fix o'clock in 
the morning, Pilate paſſed. ſertence on Jeſus 
Chriſt. St. Mark ſeems to relate to the time of 
our Lord's being niiled to the croſs, when he ſays 
it wes the rhira bur, that is, nine o'clock in the 
morning, wheu they crucified him. 


LUKE xxiv 33. JOUN xx. 24. 

In St. Luke it is ſaid, the eleven were gathered 
together; tho it appears, by St. John, that St. 
Thomas Twas abjent, A general meeting of the 
Apoſtles is called, a mecling of the eleven, or a 
meeting of the twelve ; tho' one, or more, happen 
to be abſent. This is agreeable to ancient and 
modern uſage ; as in caſe of councils, parlia- 
ments, &c. es 


Jokx iii. 22. Jon iv. 1. 2. 


In both theſe texts it is ſaid that Zeſus baptiſed ; 
and in one of them that he bap/iſed not. The 
former is explained by the latter to be meant, 
not of baptiſm performed by Hei,, but by 
his eps, who . in his name. 


Jon 


n 
e all 


ved 
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JoHN Vil. 28. Jonx viii. 14. 
In different reſpects, both theſe texts are true. 


As to Chriſt's human original; the Jews very 
well knew who he was, and whence Hie came; that is, 


of what parents according to the fleth : bur they 
knew not his divine excellency, and deſcent 


from Heaven. 


_ Aerts ix. 7. ACTS xxii. 9. 

St. Paul heard, but they who were with him 
heard not the voice of him that ſpake to him : and 
yet it is ſaid, that 7hey did hear à voice: that is, 
they heard a voice; but did not underſtand 
diliinftly what was ſaid; tho' they might hear a 


confuſed noiſe like thunder. So, on another 
occaſion, ſome he:ring a voice from Heaven, 
aid, it thuntered; John xii. 29. Or, a voiee, 
in the firſt text, may mean, hearing Saul's voice, 


anſwering the apparition. 


ROMANS Ul. 20. 


Strictly ſpeaking, inviſible ihings cannot 
poſſibly be clearly ſcen: but they may be much 


illuſtrated, and made more plain and clear: 
and this is the meaning of the expreſſion. 


GALA. ii. 8. JAMES ii. 14. 


By grace ye are ſaved thro' faith, ſays St. Paul. 


Yet St. James aſks a queſtion, in a manner 


which 


Cab» 


which implies an impoſſibility. Can faith ſave 
him? Theſe two apoſtles wrote to different ſorts 
of perſons on different ſubjects; and uſe the 
fame word in a different ſenſe. By faith, St. 
Paul means, Chriſtian religion; in oppoſition 
to the law of Moſes. . James, by faith, means, 
the bare acknowledgement and belief of the 
Goſpel; without the goud works required in 
that Goſpel. 


TEXTS NOT TO BE UN- 
DERSTOOD LITERALL Y. | 


Gexesrs Ut. 3 


Thall Eruiſe thy head. By the = pent ; head, 
1s meant the power of the Devil; which 
the feed of the woman (that i 1875 Chriſt) was to 
ſubdue. Thou /halt bruiſe his hee! : that is, man 
ſhall receive ſome CANE; ; tho' not in any 


Principal part. | 
By 
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GENESIS vi. 2. 


B the ſons of God, are here meant 105 of 
rinces or ſovereigns; as when it is ſaid, I have 
ſaid ye are Gods. Pſalm Ixxxii. 6. And by daug H- 
ters of men, is to be underſtood, the daughters 
of inferior perſons. So that the ſenſe of the verſe 
will be this; the ſons of the great and powerful 
men ſaw the fair daughters of their inferiors ; 
and. took them wives, by force, of whom they 
pleaſed. 


—̃— 


Grxrszs xix. 26. 


That Lot's wife was not changed into a pillar 
of ſalt, ſuch as we uſe at this day, is certain; 
becauſe it would ſoon have been diſſolved by 
the rain, and long ſince forgotten. Some 
therefore ſuppoſe that ſhe was only curſed with 
barrenneſs; of which, ſalt is an emblem. But 


this is going too far from the literal meaning. 


The moſt probable account therefore that can 


be given, is; that ſhe was changed into a pillar 


of ſome other kind of ſalt. For che author of the 
Book of Wiſdom calls it a ffanding pillar of ſalt; 
chapter x. verſe 8. Joſephus ſays he had ſeen 
It. Some modern travellers ſay it remainetn 


to this day. 


GENESIS Xxix. 31. 


Not a man in the earth : that is, in this place 


or cave where we are confined, The daughters 
_— 
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of Lot did not act from luſt or lewdneſs, as is 
plain from the foregoing words; and from their 
laving preſerved their innocence in a moſt 
wicked city If we are to underſtand theſe 
words literally ; we muſt . fuppole they thought 
that all the other towns were deſtroyed, not 
knowing how far the fire from the Lord might 
extend. Perhaps they might mean that there 
was not @ mun in the earth of their family or 
kindred, to marry them: as was the cuſtom of 
thole times. 


r 


Gxxksis xxix. 31. 33. 


In both theſe verſes, it is ſaid of Leah, that 
Jacob hated er. The meaning is; he did not 
love her ſo well as he did Rachael. This is 
plainly expreſſed at the zorh verſe. Ihe Hebrew 
language has no word to diſtinguiſh between the 
extremes of love and hatred. Thus it is ſaid, 
Romans ix. 13. Jacob have I loved, but Eſau 
have 1 hated Not that God hated Eſau ; but 
loved him and his poſterity 4%; and gave the 


preference to Jacob and his. 


' Jonons. v. 20. 


By the ars Ag bling, is to be underſtood, 
that bythe ſhining of the ſtars the Iſraclites 
had time to finiſh the battle. So the ſtars 
ub be ſaid to alſiſt, or ali or them. 


_ Jones 
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Jupcss Xvii. 2. 


About which thou cus ſedſt. The Mother of 


Micah did not curſe profanely or wickedly : but 


| the put the facrilegious thief under an bath or 


curſe : and the ſenſe is the ſame as if Micah 
had ſaid, about which thou obliged/t people to clear 
themſelves by an oath or curſe ; CEN ſo terrified 
Micah, that he confeſſed he had the money. 


2 CHRON. XV. 3. 


Without the true God For want of the true 
prieſthood, the Iſraelites are here called Idola- 


ters; and are ſaid to have neither God, lad, 


religion, nor prieſthood, though they pretended 


to woiſhip the true God chat brought them up 


out of EgyPt. 


PSALM cviii. 9. 
Caſting the ſhoe upon a piece of ground, is 


thought to be the antient form of taking poſſeſ- 


ſion among the Jews; perhaps with ſome view 
to the promiſe of God made to Iſrael, Deut. 
xi. 24; every place whereon the ſoles of your 


feet ſhall tread, ſhall be yours, 


Pte CIX. 


There has been much needleſs pains taken 
to juſtify the conduct of King David and ot bers 
in wiſhing ill to their enemies : as that the He- 
brew may be underſtood prophetically; and 


35 ſignity, 
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ſignify, that ſuch things ſhall befall men as are 
there expreſſed. This may be ſo; particularly 
in the Pſalms; for David would never make 
his own ſufferings and reſentments part of the 
public worſhip of God. But whoever conſiders 


the great indulgence given to revenge, by the 
law of Moſes, from the expreſs permiſſion of 


Teturning injuries, and the vehement curſing 
their enemies, will ſoon ſee that theſe great and 

ood men were not yet acquainted with the 
perfect rule of charity, or love to enemies, 
- Which was only to be taught by a ſuffering Sa- 
viour. As perfect as theſe ſaints appeared to 
be then ; they fell ſhort of the common cha- 
racter of our Saviour's diſciples : and the leg/t in 
Ze kingdom of Heaven i 15 e than they. 


Proveins Xili. 24. 


Not that a man actually bateth his own child 
by ſparing the rod ; but acts as if he did ſo by 


the event ; namely, by with-holding the proper 


An, which alone is able to make him 
- wile and good. 


Isaran XX. 2, 3. 


This account of the prophet Iſalah's walking 
' naked for three years cannot be underſtood lite- 
rally, becauſe of the indecency of it. The par- 
ticular dreſs of a prophet was an outer garment 
of hair. Such was John the Baptiſt cloathed 
with, Matt. iii. 4. * walking Naked, then, is 

| N 


95 


. 


only meant, going without the upper garment, 
or prophetical robe. | 


ISAILIAH Xxv. 6. 


- On this mountain ſhall the Lord male to all 
people a feaſt of fat things, &c. This was never 
[MB fulfilled ; nor could ever be ſuppoſed to be ſo: 
- [| therefore the words ſignify more when literally += 
taken. In Scripture, God's calling men to 4 = 
better way of life, and a more perfect knowledge 

of him, is expreſſed by inviting to @ feaſt of 
fat things, Prov. ix. 2. So our Saviour com- i 
pares (God's calling men to happineſs, to 4 King | 
making a marriage feaſt for his ſon, Matt. xxii. „ 
2. The feaſt being here ſaid to be for all peo- 
ple, we may with great reaſon ſuppoſe it to be 


meant: of calling the Gentiles to the Knowledge 
of the true God. 
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T8Aran Ixv. 20. SE | 


| - The chila ſhall die an hundred years olit's that fl 
is; he that dies an hundred years old, ſhall die F 
a child ; or as if cut off in the beginning of 4 


bis days. Long life ſhall be the bleſſing of 
this l ſtate. | 


JEREMIAH vii. 22. 


It 1s not literally true that God did not com- 
nand ſacrifice, and burnt-offerings : but it muſt 
be underſtood, thar he did not "command them 
Mnly ; for it immediately follows, but this thing 

com- 
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J commanded 3 A if God had ſaid; put me 


not off with outward ſervices only, ſuch as ſa- 
crifices and burnt- offerings ; - but take care alſo 
to obey the laws of piety, Juſtice, and . 
which I have given you. 


JerEMIAn xiii. 23. 


The difficulty of breaking off a habits is 
indeed very great, as the prophet intends to 
ſhew, by ſaying, can the Ethiopian change his 
fin, or the Leopard his ſpots ? Yet the expreſſion 
is much to be mitigated; and means not an 
impoſſibility ; but only a great difficulty. The 


change of men ſettled in bad habits is difficult; 


yer there is hope and encouragement from Scrip- 
ture, that it may be done; and by God's grace 
it wil; be done when we * ſet about it. 


EzEK1 EL XX. 47. 


The god or juſt man is by the prophets Þþ 
frequently repreſented under the figure of a 


green tree, as Pia}. i. 3. and lit. 10. And of 


the wicked it is ſaid, his branch ſhall not be 
green, Job xv. 32. Thus when God threatens 
by the prophet Ezekiel, that he will cut off 
every green tree, and every dry tree, in Jeruſa- 
lem; it means that he will cut off both the 
righteous and the wicked, as the words are ex- 


| Plaincd 1 in SAP. XXl. 3. 


AMOS 


5 
. 
Amos vil. 14. 
5 By this expreſſion, I was no prophet neither a = 
rity, prophes's ſon; Amos means, that he was neither li 
a teacher nor a learner in the ſchools or colleges | 
of the prophets, and therefore not qualified for 
that office by his education. From the time of 
Samuel, there were appointed ſchools for train- 
ing men up, and fitting them for the prophetic 
office ; and God uſually made choice of per- 
ſons of this education; which was the reaſon 
of this ſpeech of the prophet. _ 
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MATT. v. 22. [| 


lere are different degrees of puniſhment for 
different offences. Whoſoever is angry with his 

brother without a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the 
Judgement, or leſſer ſanhedrin of the Jews, 
which conſiſted of twenty-three judges. Mo- 2 

ſoever ſhall ſay to his brother, without a cauſe, 1 
Raca, which ſignifies empty, vain, worth- 0 

leſs fellow, ſhall be in danger of the council, or | 

greater ſanhedrin, which confiſted of ſeventy- F 

three Judges. But whoſoever ſhall ſay, thou N 
fool, ſhall be in danger of hell-fire ; that is, of the 

fire of the valley of Hinnom, or Tophet. By | 
Fe. 5 
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the word fool, we muſt underſtand ſome other . [ 

term of great reproach, which carries a notion 1 

of wickedneſs; folly in Scripture being often 1 

= the ſame as n. Or elſe, that we call no man 1 
os fool without cauſe; for our Saviour himſelf | 
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literal ſenſe. 
the high - prieſt con:manded ſome to /mite him ow 
the mouth. Acts xxli. 2. Reſiſt not cuil does not then 


calls the . Wes . and bind. Brother, | 


| here, means any Chriſtian, 


8 v. 20. 


To cut off a right hand, or pull out a right 
eye, would be contrary to the fixth command- 
ment, which requires us to be tender of our 
own lives, as well as the lives of others. Be- 


ſides ; ſuch a mangling of the body would con- 


ikke nothing toward the {alvation of the ſoul. 
We muft therefore underſtand our Saviour to 
mean, that we ſhould cut off, and caſt from us, 


every occaſion of fin; though that which is ſo be 
as dear to us, and as uſeful, as a right eye, or a 


right hand. 


Marz v. 39. 


Our Lord's meaning here is not to be taken 
ſtrictly according to the letter. It is obſervable, 
that when he was ſmitten on the face, he did 


not turn the other cheek; which ſhews, that his 


direction to do ſo, is not to be underſtood in a 
Neither did St. Paul fo, when 


forbid us toreſiſt when we are unjuſtly attacked, or 
oppreſſed; but only, not ON to avenge our- 
ee or return evil for evil. 


Marr. vi. 25. 


Jeb: Chriſt cannot be N to counte- 
nance idleneſs or negligence, by ſaying, tale 
no 
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EE: 
no thought for your life. His defign in theſe 
words and what follows, was only to recom- 
mend truſt in God's providence ; and content= 
ment in our preſent ſituation in life. 


Marr. vi. 34. 


The meaning of the command, fate no 
thought for the morrow, is not that we ſhould 


proviſion for the future; for that is no part of 
the character of a wiſe and good man. It would 
be contrary to the Scripture, which requires us 
to provide for our houſeholds as well as our ſouls. 
| Theſe words are likewiſe intended to inſtruct us 


on God for every thing, who is able and willing 
to give us what is proper for us. We ſhould 
have no reſtleſs care, anxiety, or diſtraction of 
= thought; for it is added, in St. Luke, neither be 
= Je of a doubtful mind. 


Marr. vili. 22. 


This may ſignify; let others bury the dead; 
thou haſt work of greater conſequence ; follow 
me. By dead is frequently meant, not only 
thoſe, who, in a natural ſenſe, are dead ; bur 
thoſe likewiſe who in a ſpiritual ſenſe are ſo, by 
being alienated from the life of God, and dead 


in treſpaſſes and ſins. | 
| D 2 | | Marr. 


live careleſs of what may happen, and make no 


. 
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in the duty of contentment ; and to depend up- 
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The angel announced the birth of Chriſt, as 
bringing peace on earth : yet he ſays here, he 
came not to ſend peace on earth, He ſpake this, 
not of the natural conſequence of his doctrines; 
but what will happen through the perverſe 
will of men. Though all his exhortations tend to 
promote love and peace; yet through men's 
ignorance and wickedneſs will be great variance 
and diſcord, even between neareſt relations. 


Marr. xii. 42. 

Sheba, or Saba, is a province of Arabia the 
Happy, lying to-the ſouth of Judea, and on 
the extreme part of the main land ; and bein 
bounded by the ſea, is therefore ſaid to be be 
utmoſt part of the earth. | 

Marr. xix. 26. | 

The word impaſſible, is to be underſtood only 
as extremely difficult ; for ſo it 1s explained 
Luke xviii. 24. How hardly ſhall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God! and in 
both theſe places, to be rich rather ſignifies to 
rely upon riches more than God; as it is ex- 
prefled in Mark' x, 24. How hard it is for them 
r ruſt in riches to enter into the kingdom of 

od; EE 8 | 


Marr. 5 
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Marr. xxi. 21. 


Interpreters differ in their opinions on theſe 
words ; ye ſhall ſay unto this mountain, &c. 


Some think that Chriſt ſpake them as he paſ- 
ſed over ſome mountain, in his way from Be- 
thany to Jeruſalem. Others ſuppoſe they relate 


to the Lunatic Devil, who was mentioned to 
Chriſt. Others ſay, that to be a remover of 


mountains was a common pfoverb among the 
| Jews, to ſignify a doctor that was dextrous in 


ſolving ditficult queſtions. Chriſt certainly 


meant that his diſciples ſhould be able to do the 
moſt difficult thing in ſupport of his religion, 
ſo long as the necefſity of the times required it. 


Marr. XX111. . f 


Call no man your father upon earth, muſt ſeem 
a ſtrange command to thoſe who do not conſider 
the former part of the chapter ; which is ſpent 
in ſhewing the pride of the Phariſees. This ap- 
peared by their claiming every ſuperiority; as the 
chief ſeats ; and to be called of men Rabbi, and 
Father. Theſe were honourable titles ; and fig- 
nified doctor, guide, or head of a party. That 
this pride might not infect the diſciples of Chriſt, 
he forbade them to be called Rabbi or Maſter: 
but this does not in the leaſt imply, that a man, 
who has a ſervant or children, ſhould not be 
called maſter or father. 


Bo = | Mark 
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Manx vi. 4. 
When it is ſaid that Jeſus could do no mighty 
works at Nazareth; it is not meant that he had 


not power to do them; but that he did not, or 


would not do them: becauſe the people with 
whom he then was, were not qualified with 
any good diſpoſitions to make a right uſe of 
them. The ſame expreſſion is uſed in ſeveral 
places of Scripture; as Geneſis xix. 22. God 
could not do any thing to Sodom till Lot had 
left it. The unkind friend could not riſe to lend 


three loaves. Luke xi. 7. St. Paul could not 


ſpeak unto the Corinthians as unto ſpiritual. 
1 Cor. iii. 11. The church of Epheſus 
could not bear them that were evil. Revelations 
11. 2, Ignorant perſons take theſe places lite- 
alle = 5 
Mank xiii, 24.25. 
The jun ſhall be darkened, and the moon ſhall not 


give her light: and the flars of Heaven ſhall fall 


& c. It his well known how uſual theſe lofty 
figures are in all the Eaſtern languages; and 
that the Jews uſed theſe very phraſes in de- 
ſcribing the ruin even of a ſingle famuly. 


135 KE vi. 24. 


Haſty readers have miſtaken theſe words, oe 
unto you that are rich; by conſidering them ſe- 
paratfly ; and not : obſerving their connection 
with 
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with verſe 20, ble d be ye poor, meaning poor 


in /pirit, not in purſe: tor of many of them it 


cannot be ſaid, yours is the kingdom of Heaven. 


The four woes relate to the four bleſſings be- 
fore mentioned: and there is no more reaſon to 


think, that a rich man ſhall periſh for being 


rich, chan that the poor ſhall be ſaved only be- 
cauſe they are poor. Every rich man, who is 
willing to forſake all, and follow Chriſt, and is 


rich in good works, layeth up for him ſelf 4 good 


foundation againſi the time to come, 1 Timothy 


vi. 19. 


Lokk viii. 10. 


All thoſe paſſages of Scripture where God is 
repreſented as hlinding men's eyes, clo/ing their 
ears, and hardening their hearts, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be figurative expreſſions only, not denot- 
ing what God does, but what he may permit, 
Theſe words of Chriſt, hat ſeeing they might 
not fee ; and hearing, Ke. & c. are, with little va- 
riation, recorded by all the Evangeliſts, in Acts 


XXViii. 26. and Romans x1. 8. and are quo- 


ted from Iſaiah vi. 9. xliv. 18; but muſt be ſo 
underſtood as to make this perverſeneſs, not the 


act of God, but of men: which 1s clearly ex- 


preſſed by the Prophet Zechariah, vii. 12. They 
flopped their ears that they ſhould not hear ; yea 
they made their hearts as an adamant fone, leſt 


foey Joould hear thy law. . 
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Ten xiv. e 


Poſitive commands, in Scripture, are ofven 
to be underſtood comparatively : as Proverbs 


viii. 10. receive my inſtruction and net ſiluer; 
that is rather than ſilver; and in Joel ii. 13. Rend 


your hearts, and not your garments, that is, rather 
than your garments. So here; call not thy 
friends nor thy brethern, nor thy rich. neighbours, 


means only this: be not ſo much concerned to 


call them, as the poor ; or call the poor as well 


as them. For it can hardly be thought that our 
Saviour's intent was to forbid all invitations of 


our neighbours or friends, to dine or, ſup with 
us : but his only meaning is, that we ſhould 
not invite them with a proſpect of recompence, 
by being invited again in return ; but that we 
ſhould rather expend our money in charity, to 


ſuch as are in no condition to make us any re- 


compence. 
Lokk xiv. 26. 

The meaning is not, that a man ſhould hate 
his father or his mother ; for certainly our Lord, 
who commands us to love our enemies, would 
never make it our duty to hate our parents; 
therefore the word muſt neceſſarily be taken in 
a lower ſenſe; namely, to love or eſteem leſs. 
We muſt not wiſh them ill; but yet be content 
to loſe them, rather than the tavour of God. 


That this is the INeaning of the expreſſion is 
clear 
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clear from the like text, Matthew x. 37. He 


that loveth father or mother morRE than me, is 
not worthy of me. 


| Aers xxvii. 33. 


| This is not to be underſtood as if they had eat 


NoTHING for fourteen days together; but that 
they had eat little; or had no regular meals. 
We ſay to people of weak ſtomachs, you have 
eat nothing this week or fortnight paſt ; that is, 
neither much, nor regular meals, 


RoMANS vi. 1 7 


In our language it ſeems ſtrange to ſay, God 


e thanked tha! ye were the ſervants of fin. Li- 


terally taken, it cannot be ſo. The Jews well 
underſtood ſentences divided as this is; and 


took both parties of them together. The 


whole ſentence ſhould be underſtood thus: G 
be thanked that ye, who were once the j/*rvants 
of fin, have ſince obeyed from the heart that form 


of doctrine which was delivered you. 


GALATIANS iii. 13. 


Chriſt was not accur/ed of God in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of the word; but by being crucified was, 
in the eſteem of the Jews, the fame polluted and 
abominable thing that by their law all perſons 
were, that were hanged as malefactors. 
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HEBREWS vil. 3. 
Without father, without mother. Not that Mel- 


chiſedeck never had a father or mother ; but 
was without any deſcent or Genealogy ; with- 


out any regiſter of his anceſtors. His pedigree 


was loſt or unknown. Of two of the Roman 


emperors it was ſaid, one was without mother; 


? 


* 


the other had 10 father ; that 1s, they were no 
known. ne hon 


TEXTS IMPROPERLY 
TE] TRANSLATED, 


* 


GENESIS iv. 15. 


I gueſſes concerning the mark which the 
Lord ſet upon Cain muſt be vain and fruitleſs: 
or the Scripture, properly tranſlated, does not 
ſay that God ſet any mark upon him; but only 
that zhe Lord ſet a fien to Cain; that is, the Lord 
gave Cain ſome ſign or token, to confirm what 


ee be 


W 


el- 


ut 


the. 


ree 
an 


* © 


Ot 


R £ 9 9 TIAL 8 
I Ea HS S 3 ed _— TM ; 
JJ 8 5 ; 3 


NCI PIERS Thaw a5 
Ent be INES GR FIT 


> N 
8 8 N 
Toy IEF, *. 4 
er 8 
A 2 5 


1 bad promiſed him; namely, that he ſhould 


remain with man. The meaning of theſe words, 
yet his days ſhall be an hundred and twenty years, 


more to repent and amend, before he brought 


ought to be tranſlated, and not borrow) of the 


„ F 


not be killed by every one that found him; which, 
the 14th verſe tells us, Cain feared would be 
the cale. e : : 


GEexEs1s vi. 3. 


The wok ſhould not be rive; but abide, or 


is this: that though men provoked God; yet he 
would allow them an hundred and twenty years 


the flood upon the earth. 


EXODUS X1. 2. Exop. Xii. 35. 36. 
God directs the Iſraelites to demand (fo it 


Egyptians, jewels of gold, &c. and at the 36th 
verſe, inſtead of they lent unto them, it may as 
well be rendered, they let them have, or they 
granted them ſuch things as they aſked. The 
Egyptians zwere afraid of them, and therefore 
readily complied with whatever they deſir d. 
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NUMBERS xiv. 30. 


Ignorant perſons think this text repreſents 
God as falſifying his word, and his oaths. 
The firſt may be eaſily and literally underſtood 
thus: Ze Iſraelites, conſidered as PARTICULAR 


MEN, ſpall not come unto the land concerning 
which 


. 

which I fware to make you; conſidered as a PEoO- 
PLE, well therein. God's promiſes were made to 
the ſeed of Abraham; not to certain perſons, but 
to a certain people; therefore might be perfor- 
med at any time while hat Popes ſubſiſted. 


Nuontazxs xiv. 34. 


My breach of promiſe is a harſh tranſlation, 
not warranted by the Hebrew. Some older 
tranſlations of the bible have a truer rendering. 


One; ye /hall know what it is when I withdraw 
my Fa Another has; Ye ſhall feel my den- 
geance. The Great Bible of 1539, Te ſhall know 


my diſpleaſure. The Geneva tranſlators firſt 


ventured to ſay; Ye ſhall feel my breach of pro- 


miſe. I be truth is; the word promiſe was inſerted 
by the tranſlators, only to fill up the ſenſe, as 
they ſuppoled. There is nothing 1n the Hebrew 
to anſwer it. The moſt that can be made of it 
is this: ye Hall know my breach; which may 


ſier:fy, either God's breaking-in upon them in 


anger; or his breaking with them, that is, de- 
preps from them. It is not certain that the He- 

rew word does ſignify breach. It is found 
but once more in the Bible, viz. Job xxxiii. 10. 
where it is rendered . long, as much by guels 
as in this place. 


NomBeRs XXIV. 17. 


Sha REAR RULE over all the children of Seth; 


not deſtroy, as in our tranſlation, For if the 


Meſhah 
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| Meſſiah were to deſtroy all the ſons of men, 


( 45 ) 
where ous his ſceptre be? 


Jupozs v I& + 


The tranſlators ſeem to have 8 the 
ſenſe of the verſe. They that handle the pen of 


the writer, have but little to do in the battle. 


The word here tranſlated the pen, in every other 
place of Scripture ſignifies a /ceptre : therefore 
it ſhould be, out of Zebulon, thoſe that rule or 
kad with the * 


JoDcEs ix. 13. 


Mine is here very improperly ſaid to cheer 
both God and man. It ſhould be Gods; that is, 


the Heroe Gods of the Heathen : for Jotham 
was ſpeaking to men of an idolatrous city. Or 


It might be tranſlated, cheer both high and low, 
bath prince and people ; for the meaning 1s, all 
conditions of men find themſelves refreſhed by 
wine. 


5 Saw, 1. 
We muſt not ſuppoſe that God ordained 


Eli's ſons to be wicked, although it is ſaid inthe 


Bible, they hearkened not unto the voice of their fas 
ther, BECAUSE the Lord would flay them. It 
ſhould be tranſlated wherefore the Lord would 
ſlay them, that is, becauſe they hearkened not 
unto the voice of their father. 
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| I SA. vi. 19. 


Not fifty thouſund and threeſcore and ten men, 


as our tranſlation ſays; but ſeventy men, out 


of fifty thouſand. Joſephus mentions only ſe- 


venty Bethſhemites as puniſhed on (hls OC- 
caſion. * vi. 2. 


2 SAM. XX1V. 11. 


Fere is a . miſtake in putting the word 


for, inſtead of and; becauſe it makes David's re- 
pentance to be the effect of God's threatening to 
puniſh him for numbering the people; when 
in truth, it was his own conſcience ſmote him 
for it: we are told, in the foregoing verſe, be- 
fore the prophet Gad came to him, David's 
beart ſmote bim. 
I Kincs Ii. 9. 
King David has been reflected upon for his 


dying charge to Solomon reſpecting Shimei, 


whom he had before pardoned under an oath. 
But it ſhould be conſidered, that though David 
was bound by his 'oath not to kill him, Solo- 
mon was at liberty to chaſtiſe the inſult offered 
to his father. Shimei curſing David was con- 


trary to the expreſs law of God, Exod. xxii. 28. 


David might forgive the affront done to himſelf; 
though he might not pardon the fin againſt God. 
This ſufficiently juſtifies David, even ſuppoſing 
the text to be frightly cranflated ; which it is 
not: 
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not: for the Hebrew word ſhould be read 


disjunctively, as it is in theſe words; give me 
neither poverty nor riches : and, if it were rightly 
tranſlated, the whole would ſtand thus: nor 
therefore neither hold him guiltleſs, for thou art a 


wiſe man; nor his hoar bead bring thou down to 


the grave with blood. The advice in this ſenſe i is 


full of wiſdom and humanity: and Solomon un- 
derſtood it in this ſenſe, and no other. Solomon 


confined Shimei to Jeruſalem for life, under 


pain of death, verſe 37. and afterwards put him 
8 death for wanſgrelling that command, verſe 
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2 CHRON. xxii. 2. 
There muſt be ſome miſtake in the text, which 


ſays that Abaziah was forty-two years old when be 


began to reign; not only becauſe it contradicts 


2 Kings viii. 26. which as plainly fays he was 
twenty-two ; but it makes him older than his 


father, who was but forty years old when he di- 
ed; as appears from the laſt verſe of the 21ſt 
chapter. * It is reaſonable to think an error has 
crept into the Hebrew by the careleſſneſs of a 
tranſcriber, who has miſtaken the Hebrew letters, 
which ſtand likewiſe for numbers. 


P$SarLM vii. 12. 


In the Hebrew with points it is, God is angry 


every day, In the Greek it is, does not bring on 


anger ; Or is not angry every day. Pointing the 
word 
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8 48 ) 
word one e way, it means God; pointing it another 
way, it means not. 


er xix. 18. 

Some cruel parents obſerve no bounds in cor- 
recting their children; encouraged thereto, as 
they ſuppoſe, from the latter part of this verſe, 
which, properly expreſſed, recommends mode- 
ration therein, and ſhould be read, ſuffer not 


thyſelf to be tranſported to cauſe him 10 die; Or, 
more 8 to his death lift not up thy * 


ba e 13 


There is no doubt but that God often conde- 
ſcends to reaſon with men. There is no need 
to heap text upon text to prove what nobody 
denies; that God would have us make a 
right uſe of our reaſon. But this text, in the 
original, ſays no ſuch thing. A learned perſon 
tranſlates theſe words thus; come now and tet 


us be corredted , for the Lord ſays 


nA xiv. 22. 


The ſon and the nephery. It ſhould be, the 
ſon and the grandſon, In Geneſis xxi. 23, it 
is ſo tranſlated: and the ſame i in Job. xvili. 19. 


Lalan XXviii. 4. 


IWhile it is yet ix hrs HAND he eateth it up. 


The — word — on its bough; and 
1 | ſhould 


ther 


K „ 


mould be ſo rendered, and not, in his hand. 
The Greek renders it, efore he takes it in his 
hand; that is, while it is yet on the bough. 


A xliv. 18. 


He bath ſhut their eyes, that they cannot ſee. 
This ought to. be tranſlated "ws ove ſhut, or 


rather daubed their eyes. 


= IAEA xx. 7. | 


Our tranſlation here is harſh and faulty. 
Lord, thou haſt deceived me. The Prophet 
meeting with an ill return for the diſcharge of 
his office, appeals to God that it was not his 
own ambition that led him to it; but only, 
obedience to God's commands; therefore he 


ſays, thou haſt over-perſuaded me, and I was 
over-perſuaded. This better expreſſes the Pro 


Pry 8 EM en and I 
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Ezkk. xiil. 1 8. 


moe to the women that ſew pillows to all 21 


BOWS ; it ſhould be, and not arm-boles; alluding 
to the ancient manner of eating, which was to 
lay at table, leaning upon their elbows. The 


ſolt and effeminate had delicate pillows to lean 


on; and the ſenſe of the verſe is this: Woe be to 
che women that propheſy out of their own 
heart; that contrive all manner of ways for in- 


dulgence, and ſuit their doctrine to the tem- 


pers of all men, by lying to them; ſo firength- 
"4 ening 


( 50 ) 


ening the hands & the wicked, * pronif ing. bin 


life, verſe 22. 


Farx. xxxiii. 30. 


It ſhould not be, ſpealing AGAINST thee; be- 
cauſe it appears flom the next verſe, that they 
loved Ezekiel well: with their. mouth they fhew 
much love. It ought to be, ſpeak about thee, or 
of thee. So it is Plalms Ixxxvii. 2; glorious 
rg b are i peak OF thee, thou 1 15 God. | 

LETS: ; y 
- ook i” DaxikL iii. Wo 


It was wrong t to rranflate this, like THE Son of 
God; it ought ro have been, like a Son of God; 
or an Angel: becauſe it cannot be thought that 


Nebuchadnezzar, who was an idolater, ſhould 


know any thing of the Son of God, or Jeſus 


Chriſt; much leſs, of his form or likeneſs. 
Angels are often called Sons or God: 
Nebuchadnezzar thought him an Ange. is plain 
from verſe 35. 


Marr. xvi. 22. 2 . 


St. peter $ wech, be it far from thee, Lord, in 
the Greek ſignify, favour thyſelf, Lord; or be 
propitions or hind to thyſelf : that 1s, avoid the 
danger by keeping at a diſtance, and conſult 
thy Tafery by continuing here. Theſe words 
argued great weakneſs in St. Peter in contra- 
| dis ing Chriſt. Our Saviour's anſwer likewiſe, 
which in the next verſe ſeems harſh, means only 
this: I told . Lmult ſutfer; and therefore all 
_ advice 
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advice to the contrary 18 ſo far from pleaſing me, 


that it is an offence"to mer and hoe art an ads 
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Marr. xx. 2 3. 


toy 


| Words are ſometimes added by the tranſla- 
tors, to make up the ſenſe, as they ſuppoſe; 


but very improperly : as here; the words, it 


ſhall be given, take away from Chriſt a power, 
which the original text allows him. It is truly 


this: t fit on my right hand and on my left, 
is not mine to give, but to them, or unleſs to them, 


for whom it is prepared of ny. Father. He elſe- 


where promiſes to beſtow this reward in his own 
right. To him that overcometh, will I grant to fit 


with me in my throne, even as I alſo overcame, 


and am ſet down with __ Father i in his throtiea, 
Revel. 111. 21. 


# 
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Luk xiii. 3 as 


1 
4144 


Not a Prophet; ; but he Prophet ; that iS, 


the Chriſt: for it is not true that no Prophet 
ever ag out of Jeruſalem. 


Jokx i ii. 4. 5 


Woman, what have I to do with thee? This 
ſeems a very rough and diſreſpectful anſwer. 
But theſe words are very falſely tranſlated. 'The 


literal tranſlation i is, what to me and thee ? As 


if Chriſt had ſaid; let them take care of it to 


whom it properly belongs; We are only gueſts 
and ſtrangers. 


Ez ff 


* 
8 
LY 
n 
a 
1 
7 1 
4.8 
by 5 
3 
< To 
: * 
e 
1 
3 3 
2 1 = 
f 5 
* 
£ 2 
Ly 0 
8 4 
10 
* 
b 4 
a 1 ” 
* * 
12 9 * 
% 74 
= 48- 
g 1 
EE] k 
"1 Fe D 
| . 2 4 
3 
1 
1 
-* 
Ws: 
"+ YA 
3 — 
4 . 
© 8 
. 

1 

1 * > 

Pp "7 . 
= b 

: 1 
& » £5 * 

A * 
* I, 3 

q + $2 

A . 
1 

: TY 

1 * ; ) 

p * 1 
* 1 

1 
Az Wh 

4 Wn i 

q 5 13 
1 
23 

k * 

STE. © 

0 C3 ; 
* N 

\ Ws: A 
1 N 

1 'Y 

4 - 1 | 

1 1 
{LY 

8, 4 

* {4 EY 
Ag 2 
7 1 

'F > 

* 4 
$4 - £8 
P--! * 

8 vi | 

3 1 
i 4 
& L 4 

; 

12 ? 
* . 

4 \ s 
F v 

—_ © F 

"> + # 

n by 

i 1 

4 5 1 

n | * 

4 . = 

| 9 F 
o [1 Fo 
4 4 

Be a 8 

9 5 : 

=_—  . 

5 W 5 
> f 
$3 

a; 4 

l 117 

N * 

1 co 

- be 

I 11 

* B 

1 
4 * 
4 q = 
_ "It 

\ P ; 

7 \ F ö 

9 

” 

2 ' 5 

+ W1 X# 

. 1 

118 
1 
Lf 
. 
4 bi 
LF 5 
. 
bi £73 

\ 4 = 
435 ; A 
' +; _K C 

=_ 
e 
*--- WAI 

4 
1 
4 14 
* 31 
' 
1 


ä 
_— — 


„„ 
Jon v. e 


Our tranſlation ſays ; at @ certain ſeaſon; It 
ſhould be, at the ſeaſon 5 that i is, at the Paſſover. 


Joux vii. 34. 
Where I am, ought certainly to be, where J 


go; as the ſenſe of the verſe requires, The 


fault ſeems not ſo much the tranſlator's as the 
rranſcriber's, who might N miſtake the Greek 


word. 
Jonx vii. 1 
It ſhould be, ariſeth not the prophet ; and not, 


ariſeth no prophet, as our tranſlation expreſſes it: 
for the prophet Jonah was of Gath-Hepher in: 
in this very country, 2 Kings xiv. 25. Nahum 


alſo was of Galilee. But that the Meſſiah was 
not to come out of Galilee, the Jews all knew 
very well. 


Jonx x xiv. 26. 


T he word ſeems. very improperly to be ren- 
dered Comforter, which is uſed in none of the 
antient verſions. The vulgar Latin, and the 
Greek, retain the word itſelf (Paraclete ) with- 


out tranſlating It ſignifies an advocate or 


patron in a cauſe ; but is no where put for Com- 


ferter. The word from whence 1t 1s derived 


if to 1 or adviſe; and that ſenſe 


of 


W 


ol the word expreſſes more truly the work and 
office of the Holy Spirit in this place. 


| ACTS ii. 46. 

In the margin of the Bible it is more proper- 
ly, at home; and not from houſe to houſe. The 
meaning is, that when the Apoſtles had per- 
formed their daily devotions in the temple, they 
uſed to return home, to a ſort of chapel in a 
eee houſe (ſuch as are now in uſe in the 

ouſes of noblemen and other private Chriſtians), 


to break bread, that is, to receive the ſacrament. 


It was uſually an upper room, Acts i. 13. which 
is here and elſewhere called the houſe. 


E 8 
Doubting nothing, is very far from a right 


tranſlation. It ſhould be mating no diſtinction, 
or difference, that is, between Jew and Gen- 
tile; as God had juſt before ſhewed St. Peter 
by a viſion, and explained it in theſe words, 


what God hath cleanſed, that call not thou common, 


or unclean: meaning, that the Gentiles were 
no longer to be conſidered as more unclean than 
the Jews. . 


3 
—— 


Acrs xiv. 15. 
The Apoſtle's expreſſion, men of like paſſions 


with you, is much miſunderſtood through an im- 


proper tranſlation : for St, Paul and Barnabas 
E meant 
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meant not to ſay paſſions, in the ſame ſenſe that 


we uſe the word ; but only, that they were 
men of liꝶe ., that is, mortal men, 
ſubject to diſeaſes, caſualties, and death, and 
therefore not to be e as Gods. = 


Acre xvi. 12. 


The firſt city in that part of . Not 
the chief, as in our tranſlation, or moſt principal 
city ; but the firſt that you come at, on that 
part or diviſion of Macedonia. 


Hors XX1, 20. 


-# Jouſabds ſhould in this place be 8 but 
the former word being beſt underſtood, was 


probably choſen tor that reaſon, 


ROMANS v. 6. 


In the text it ſhould not be, in due time, but 


at the time; that is, at that time, namely, the 


time of our being without e died 


7 2 
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1 Con. 1 ili. 15. 


2e! ſo as by fre, is quite a wrong tranſlation. 
It ſhould be, yet /o as out of the fire. 


2 Cor. xi, 26. : 


It ought not to be, in perils in 1 wilderneſs, 
but, in perils in the e for ſo the word 


* 8 


„ 


ſignifies very often. It is here oppoſed to the 
city. We read of no woods or wilderne efles that 
St. Paul ſuffered i in. 


Sal. iv. 12. 

T am as ye are. This certainly ought to be, 

I was as ye are; that is, I was once as zealous 
for the law of Moſes, as ye are now. 


| TFurus i. 12. 
Not ſow bellies, but fwift, eager, bellies. 
James ii. 23. 
In the Greek of this text the word is not, im- 
puted, but, computed; conſidered, accounted, 


reckoned. The true interpretation 15, Abra- 
ham put his confidence in God, and for this 


he was accounted a good and juſt man, and 


was called the friend of God. 


1 Foun 7 11¹. 19. 20. 


By which he went and preached. Not that 
Chriſt himſelf preached to them, but preached 
by the Spirit, that is, by ſending the Spirit 


upon Noah. At the 20th verſe, javed by wa- 


ter, is an improper tranſlation, It is, out of, 
or from, the Waker. 1 


Rog itn 1 PETER 
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1 PeTER v. 12. 
After ſaying, a faithful brother; to add, as 7 


ſuppoſe; ſeems, to a great many, to imply ſome 
doubt of the fidelity of Sylvanus. The word 
however, which we tranſlate ſuppoſe, does not 


ſignify I conjecture, or I gueſs; nor does it 
imply any doubting; but rather, I conclude. 
It expreſſes a full and firm purſuaſion of a 
thing; and is ſo uſed in Romans iii. 28. and 
Vlil. 18. ET: — 


\ 


TEXTS BETTER TRANSLATED 
OTHERWISE. 


| Gay, xv. 79. Exop. vi. 3: 
NOD declares to Moſes, that He zwas not 
known to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, by his 


name Fehovah : yet he ſays expreſsly to Abra- 


ham; I ant the Lord; in the Hebrew it is, Jebo- 


vab. 


— 


/ 
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ant Abraham alſo called a place Jehovah Jireh. 
Gen. 22. 14. It ſhould therefore rather be, 
vas I not known to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
by my name Jehovah ? for Moſes obſerves, that 
men began to call on the name of Jehovah even ſo 


| early as in the days of Setb. Gen. 1 iv. 26. 


j b 


Exob. iv. 25. 


Some wonder at theſe words of Zipporah to 
her ſon; a bloody huſband art thou to me, 
which were ſpoken to him; and not to her hufe 
band, as is often ſuppoſed. They are ill-ex- 
preſſed in the Engliſh ; but in the original, are 
the very words ſolemaly uſed at the ſacrament 
of circumciſion ; and well known to Zipporah, 
who had another child circumciſed before this, 
It was in effect to ſay ; by me thou art ef; pouſed 
to the Church of God, 1 the mo of circum- 


cron, 


Exop. xvi. 1 5. 


It has been demanded, how could the chil- 
dren of Iſrael call it manna, if they knew not what 


it was : ſome have thought the expreſhon was 


occaſioned contracting into one, the two 
ſyllables of the word manna; which fignifies 
cis is it? Therefore they tranſlate the verſe 
thus: they ſaid one to another, what is it? for 
they wißt not what it was. Yet may the com- 
mon tranſlation be well allowed : for the He- 


brew word, if one ſyllable, ſignifies meat pre- 


pared 
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pared without trouble. and the verſe may pro- 


perly enough be read thus: , {aid one to 
another, it is mania or meat prepared without 
trouble), /or they 200 it not oba „„ 


"Nonzzns xxi. 2, 3- 


The true reading is; I till DEVOTE = their ci. 
ties; that is, to deſtruction: and at the 3d 
ver. , inflead of hey utterly deſiroyed them; it 
ſhould be, they ans os or e voted them 
to deſtruction. ORs 


Devr. xxxiii. 26. 


Our tranſlators have made it appear an odd 
kir d of bleſſing. which God gives the tribe of 


Aſber : thy ſhoes ſhals be iron and braſs; and as 
thy cays ſo ſhall thy jirength be. The Hebrew 


word for fre, fignifies a bolt or bar: and that 


which is put for Jtrength, equally denotes peace, 
or ret. It would be better expreſſed thus; 


thy bolts ſhall be of iron and braſs ; and thou Halt 


have peace in thy days. 


Josnv a ii. x, Hs. : Xi. 31. JAMES ii. 25. 


Rabab is uſually called an harlot ; but the He- 
brew word as truly ſignifies an hofteſs, or mi/- 
treſs if an inn. in this better ſenſe {ome tranſ- 


lators have uſed it. It is but charity to think 
the beit of a perlon, ranked by the Apoſtles with 
Abrabam, and other good perſons; and pro- 
Pounded as AN example ot. faith and good works. 
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to drive out the Canaanites 


By the words of our Bible, it Rems as if th h 

F Iſraclites were not able with God's aſſiſtance to 
But the truth 1s, - 
they were able, and might dave deſtroyed them; 
but they were flothful or fainr-hearted ; or had 
ſelfiſh, corrupt views of their own. The words, 
could not, are not in the Hebrew; which literally 
| cranflated is no more than this: be (Judah) 


i Hs out thoſe of the mountains ; but—not drive 


E fied with the iron chariots, 


Jopess x 


cut the inhabitants of the wally. Some word is 
N | wanting. It might have been, dw/? not; 
. IT not did not; if the tranſlators had fo 
pleaſed. We may reaſonably fill up the blank 
thus; be proceeded not to ariv* out, 
ſwers all difficulties, and makes the ſenſe com- 
pleat. It was Judah's fault that he was terri- 


his an- 


and durſt not pro 


40. 


ceed to attack the innabitants of the valley. 


The margin of our Bible reads, 2/4 cbith the 
| daughter of Feptha inſtead of lament ; and if this 


be the true reading, it ſhews that ſhe was not a- 


criſced; Ru was ſtill alive, 


1 XV. 


| A learned writer ſays, the word, 
| foxes, ought to be ſheaves; and that the word, 
which we tranſlate tail, ſignifies the e:zremity of 
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any "TOY So that the meaning is, that Samy. 
ſon ſet three hundred ſhocks of corn on fire, by 
laying two ſheaves between every two ſhocks, 
to communicate the fire. 


- What we render; wounded of the archers, the 
moſt learned critics interpret frighted extreme) 


which confirms the opinion that Saul Killed 
himſelf through fear : the Amalekite only pre 


| tended to have killed him, 2 Samuel i. 10. i 


hopes of a reward from King David. 


2 | Kines v. 18. 
It has born proved, that the true tranſlation 


of the verſe ſhould be; In this thing, the Lori 


pardon thy ſervant ; that when my maſter WENT 
into the houſe of Rimmon to worſhip there ; and 
be LEANED upon my hand; and I BOW] r myſel 


in the houſe of Rimmon ; in that I HAVE wor: 


SHIPPED in the houſe of Rimmon; the Lord pardon 


thy ſervant in this thing. And he ſaid, go in 


peace : that is, God will accept thy repentance. 
Do as you have reſolved : declare publickly 
that you will worſhip no God but the Lord; 


and the Lord will pardon you. No mention 


is made of Naaman after this: ſo that he pro- 


bably was diſmiffed, becauſe he would not wor- 


ſhip the Idol any longer. 


2 Ki1xcs 


(8 
2 Rinos vi. 2 5. 


| have been rendered pulſe, peas, or vetches: for 
| the Arabians gave the name of dove's dung, or 
| ſparrow's dung to two ſeveral things ; firit, to 
a kind of moſs growing on trees, or ſton 
ground; ſecondly, to a ſort of peas or pulſe 
| very common in Judea. 


I CHRON. XX. 3. 


In our tranſlation it is ; and he cut them with 
' ſaws. The word them is not in the original. 
The expreſſion might has properly have been, 


brought out of the city) cut with ſaws. In 2 
| Samuel x11. 13. the text is; and he put them un- 
dier ſaws, &c. Subjecting men to labour may 
as properly be expreſſed by putting them under 
it, as ſubjecting them to tribute is commonly 
expreſſed by putting them under tribute. 


Jos ii. 9. = 
The Hebrew word rather ſignifies to bleſs than 


to curſe; and the vulgar Latin renders it, Glef5 
God and die ; which ſeems right : for Jab's wife 
upbraids him in the ſame ſtrain as his friends 
| did. Doft thou ſtill retain thy integrity? Doſt 
thou ſtill perſiſt in ſaying thou art innocent? 
Bleſs God, that is, by confeſſing the ſecret fins 


for which he inflicts thee, In this ſenſe, give 


s glory to God, as uſed in Joſhua vii. 19. 


The word, here tranſlated dove's dung, might 


| ond they (that is, the people whom David 
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#hiſtledown, ot any thing rolled along by the wind. 
Srubble before the' wind alludes to the cuſtom of 
ſome countries, where ny fire the ſtubble to 
* the 1 5 


Par Ai. R 


It cannot be thought that a ſparrow or ſwalloy 
would chuſe the lars to make their neſts upon; 
where they would be continually: diſturbed, 
This verſe ſhould rather be; as the ſparrow had 


found her houſe, and the fwallew her neſt, where 
ſhe hath laid her young, that is, with the ſame joy 


that they do; even jo ſhould find Hine altats, 0 


Lord of Heſts, 1 tang and 10 God! 5 


| ProvERBs Xvi. 4. 


- Here is a ſtrong proof that God has created 


men to be miſerable, if the Engliſh be right: 


but there is another and better way of tranſlating 
this verſe; namely; God hath made all things þ 
That they agree, or anſwer one another ; nl even 


the wicked agree lo, or are Jus 1 75 the day 7e evil, 
or puniſhment, e 


1s ATAH v. 26. 
The word 5, 3 is apt to carry with it a low 


dea. Beſide, it eren n not proper, as not an- 


ſwering 
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wering the original word. For whether we 
ſuppole the metaphor taken from a ſhepherd's 

all bis ſheep, or from a bee-keeper calling 
his bees, % is not the proper expreſſion for 
either. The general word call would fully 
enpreſs the meaning. Our older tranſlations 
have call unto them, in this place. The Geneva 


tranſlation of. 1 9 firſt "A in 25 word 


$44 1 4 


5 li. 4. 1 1 ror TY 
The clauſe which we tranflate, an of CH, 


000 9 1 


and Micted, may be thus rendered : God hinye if 


was ſmitten and humbled. Which words ſhew 
that the whole chapter is not to be underſtood of 
a nan; but of Cod himſelf made man, ta bear 
our ſins. They can relate only to 1 5 _— 
and clearly _ that He 5 8 


5 


alkn iii. why Lol 
It is SHedted againſt this text, that theſe 


words are expreſs, that Cod made them to. , 
It is allowed to be ſo in the Engliſh: but the 


tranſlators might have ſaid, ſuffered us 10 err, 
without injuring the letter; and would have 
better expreſſed the true ſenſe of the paſſage; 
which is this: O Lord, why haſt thou ſo long de- 
ſerted us; permitting us all the while to go of ray 


ere iy commmandments. 
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a xxiii. 36. 


The meaning of chis verſe is hard to be un- 
derſtood from our tranſlation. It ſhould not be, 


for every man's word ſhall be bis burden; bur, , 


becauſe every man's word is a burden, or ſpeech : 
_ is, every one who takes it in his head to be 
2 prophet and utter what he pleaſes, as if it 
came from God ; calls it a burden ; or rather a 
ſpeech ; or word from God. The falſe Prophets 


never propheſied burdens, or troubleſome things, 


but 18 a" things. 0 


Eze«12L i iv. "2 


A tile, and a fate, are in ſome reſpects the 
ſame: yet when the Prophet Ezekiel is com- 


| manded 10 pourtray or deſcribe the city of Jeru- 
ſalem; a ſlate would be properer to draw it up- 
on than a tile, and therefore might have been 


the word uſed here, and not a tile. 
Minh! I, 6. 
It has been 1 that the Greek ot, 
which is here tranſlated in; is more than an 


hundred times in the New Teſtament rendered 
at; and, in one hundred and fifty others, 1s 


ani ted with. So the ſenſe of 2 text may 


be properly enough expreſſed thus: Fohn did 
rer AT Jordan; or ney * waters f Jordan. 
Marr. 
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MATT. ix. 18. 


My . is even now dead: rather; ; ſhe 
rs in the laſt extremity ; or ſhe is by this time 


dead. As Chriſt was going to the Ruler's houſe, 


a meflenger came from thence to tell him that 
his daughter was dead; Luke vin. 49, which 


ſhews that ſhe was not ſo, when the Ruler came 


to Chriſt; but my in the laſt extremity. 


MATT. x11. 36. 


By idle wordt we are not to underſtand uſe- 
l:ſs words which ſtand for nothing; but words 
which offend God. Some oldwritten Teſta- 


ments have a word which ſignifies evil, -ot-- 


wicked ; and ſo it might have been in ours: for 
our Saviour's diſcourſe was about the blaſphemy 


i againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


Marr. xxili. 24. 


Although, from theſe words, the ſenſe of the 
verſe may be underſtood to be, that the Phari- 


ſees would ſcrupulouſly obſerve the ſmalleſt 
things, and neglect the greateſt; or, would 


ſcruple things of the leaſt moment, but venture 
freely on the grofleſt fins : yet, inſtead of flrain 
at a gnat, it would be properer, and more 
agreeable to the original, to read ſtrain out a 


nat ; which refers to the cuſtom of {training all 
4 
F | | liquors, 


< 6 ) 
liquors, for fear of flies, which the Jeus ac- 
counted unclean. 


Marr. xxvi. 3 
It ſeems ſtrange that our Lord ſhould ſay, 


ep on now and take your reſt; and almoſt imme- 
diately add, riſe, let us be going. If the preſent 


tranſlation be right, this muſt be a figure of 


ſpeech called irony; whereby one thing is ex- 
preſſed, and a contrary one intended, not with 
a deſign to deceive, but to ſtrengthen; ; and 
uſed only to upbraid, or diſapprove. It ſhould 
rather be, by way of queſtion, do you fleep now 
and take your reſt, when J am going to be taken 
and put to death'? This W agrees well with 
verſes 40 and 41, and allo with what follows 
here. 


Manx i 111. 21. 


The words, he is be de himſelf, ſhould cher 
be, he is faint. So it is Genefis xlv. 26. and 
Joſhua 11. 11. and the words, /ay hold on him, 
may be applied to the people ; and the ſenſe of 
the whole verſe be this: when his friends heard 
of it, they went out of the houſe where Jeſus 
was, to ſtop the multitude; and to tell them, 
that he fainted tor want of ſome relreſhument. 


LEE i. 63. 


Simple perſons demand, how could Zaclia- 
rias aſe for a writing: table, if he were dumb? 
A better 
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to expreſs this action; yet is this not ſo very 
improper : for a perſon may aſk * ſigns, as 
Well as Words. 


, Luxx vi. 12. 
t Inſtead of, in prayer to God, it ſhould rather 
E. be, in a place of prayer 10 Cod; or in an oratory 
- where prayer was uſed to be made. Theſe 
2 places were open courts, walled in, and ſet 
: apart for prayer, before the uſe of ſynagogues. 
55 Luk viii. 27. 

A man of that country; not, out of the city, as 
- we render it ; but rather, one who had formerly 


dwelt there, before he was PONY with Devils, 


LUKE xxiv. 25. 


E It would be much properer, in this place, to 
read; O thoughtlehs, . derate men! than 0 


. 


Joux 11. 20. 


was fit for divine worſhip. Yet workmen were 


ſtill continued for carrying on the out- buildings 
all the time Chriſt was on earth; and for ſome 


years after. It might be, forty- and fix years 


hath this wy been building. See Ezra, vi. 15. 
F 2 Aoers 


A better word might indeed have been choſen 
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The forty- -ſix years had then paſſed ſince the 


temple was begun; which in nine and a half 
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er Ms 47. 


The adding a few words unneceſſarily here, 
gives a wrong turn to the whole: as if thoſe 


who were added to the church were only ſuch 


as were ordained or appointed to be ſaved: where. 
as in the Greek, it is only thus; he Lord added 


to the church daily, the is 


Acrs V. 2 2. 


The E * Le does not expreſs the ſin of 
Ananias ſo fully as it might. There was no 


harm in his keeping back part, or all, of the 


money he had fold his land for, as St. Peter 
affirms at the fourth verſe; after it was fold, was 


it not in thine own power The words expreſs 


not what the ſenſe implies ; namely, that he kept 
it back deceitſully, that is, he attempted to de- 
ceive the Holy Spirit, by agreeing with his 
wife to tell a lye, and ſay, he had ſold it for ſo 
much, when in truth he had ſold it for more, 
and deceitfully kept back the reſt, An aggra- 
vation of his crime was, that by offering the price 
of his eſtate at the Apoſtles feet, he intimated 
a right to be maintained out of the public ſtock, 

as havi ing nothing of his own; when indeed he 
had money, which he kept back. 


ers XEIV. 26. 


It ſhauid rather be, of of Joſe continency, and 
of a al nent ta Come ; tor Felix practiſed all 
cruelty 


= UV W 


4 2 
cruelty and tuft in his government; thinking he 
might do all wickedneſs without puniſhment. 
D 1 lla alſo, leaving her huſband, married 
Felix an Heathen ; thus cranſgreſſing the laws 
of her country. To ſuch perions St. Paul very 
properly diſcourſes of juſtice and chaſtity ; 
againit which they had both ſo highly offended; 
diſcourſing alſo of a judgment to come, where 
Felix could not hope to eſcape unPugiheds - 
is no wonder that Felix trembled + and that Dru- 


Ila did not, was an argument of her Jewith | 
"confidence that ſhe might eſcape by being a 
daughter of Abraham. 


1 Conn. vi. 4. 


This direction of St. Paul is differently un- 
derſtood by learned men. Some take theſe 
words in a different ſenſe from the common ver- 


ſion for perſons % qualified by their wiſdom 


and authority to take upon them to be judges. 


Others think the advice is given ironically, as 


if the buſineſs of arbitrating were a matter of 
ſuch eaſe, that a PEO of the mean: 2/4 Ca pacity 
in the church was ſufficient enough to do it: 

and therefore he adds, I pe this to frame you. 
Others read the whole verſe thus; he then 
have controverſies about things pertaining to ibis 
life, (namely, before Heathen juages,) ye make 
them judges who are leaſt eſteemed in the Church. 
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1 Corn. Xs 29. 


Damnation, is a word of ſo terrible a ſound, 
that it might better have been changed for one 
leſs offenſive; for the original - ſignifies only 
judgment, of any kind whatever, whether tem- 
poral or eternal. That it here means temporal 

Judgments only is plain from verſe goth ; where 
the evils the Corinthians {uffered for profaning 
the Lord's Supper are ſaid to be fickneſs and 
death: the reaſon, given for theſe temporal pu- 
niſhments at the 32d verſe, is, that they might 
not be condemned in tg world to come. 


2 Conmru: v. 3. 


Among the places not cafily underſtood from 
our tranſlation, is this; if ſo be that being cloath- 
ed, we fhall not be found naked, It might with as 


much propriety be, , ſo be we be found cloathed, 


not naked. According to ſome copies, it is 


thus: being uncloathed, (that is, of this body,) 


de ſhall not remain naſted; but have a heavenly 


one in its room. , /o be, may alſo ſignify 


fince ; or ſeeing thats and 1s {0 rendered in 


Epheſ. Lil. 2. 


Gatar. V. 175 


This ha better been tranſlated, Do not ihe 
things that ye would, than cannot do. If we 
cos ir not do what we ought, we ſhould not be 
blameable ; for no man iS juſtly blameable for 
not doing impoſſbilities, 

* „ Coross. 


(an 


CoLoss. i. 15. 


Our Saviour is here called the jfirftborn of 
every creature, The word ſignifies the r pro- 


ducer, as well as the firſt produced. This ſeems 


to be the real meaning from the words imme- 
diately following: for by him were all things 


created, 


1 TIM. ii. 15. 


This may be rendered either, /he ſhall be 


' ſaved in the flate of marriage, or child. bearing, 
as well as in that of virginity: or otherwile ; 


ſhe ſhall be ſaved in or by child-bearing ; that 


is, the ſhall go through the pain with ſafety. 
Or elſe; her ſoul ſhall be ſaved by child-bearmg 3 
thas is, by Chriſt being born of a woman; 
whereby the ſame ſex became inſtrumental to 
man's ſalvation, as was before to his fall and 


deſtruction. 


2 TIM. i Ht. £6; 


- of Scripture is given by inſpiration of 4 Go. 
This ſhould rather be, all Scripture that is of 
divine inſpiration, is profitable, &c. &c. for we 
mult not imagine that all parts of Scripture are 
alike inſpired. St. Paul diſtinguiſhes between 
what was told him of God, and what he de- 


clares of himſelf. I Cor. vii. 12. 
1 2 PETER 


2 PETER ii. 5. 

There was no need to call Noah the erghth 
perſon; for there is no word for perſon in the ori- 
ginal. It might full as well be read, the eighth 
preacher of righteouſneſs. The ſeven were 
Adam, Abel, Seth, Enos, Enoch, e, and 
Lamech ; the cighth was Noah. 


Jops, X verſe 4 


The original does not mean, 1 men who were 
before of old, ordained to this condemnation ; but 
rather, men of zwhom it was before written, or 
propheſied, that this ſhould be their condemnation, 
or puniſhment. This takes off a ſcandalous re- 


flection upon Providence; as if God ordained 


or appointed men to fin; and then condemned 


them for doing what they could not help. 


RzveLat, xiv. 13. 
In the office for the burial of the dead it is; 


from henceforth bleſſd are the Dead that die in the 


Lord. In the Revelations; from henceforth, is 
placed laſt. In both it had better been, imme- 


diately, or inftantly : which affords this comfort- 


able doctrine; namely, that the ſouls of thoſe 
who die in the Lord are received to happineſs 
immediately upon their departure out of this 


life; though not into Heaven itſelf, till the end 


of he world. 
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TEXTS REQUIRING SOME 


25 EXPLANATION. 
* 
re 
ut 
Or GENESIS iii. 3. 
e- OD'S command to Adam and Eve not 10 
d eat of the tree of life, nor lo touch it, may 
4 ſeem flight and trifling : yet was it very proper 
for our firſt parents at that time. What elſe 
could have been commanded them? They 
could not diſobey their parents; having none 
to honour. They could have no temptation to 
N commit murder, or adultry, as there were none 
a but them two: nor to cheat, as there were no 
: dealings to occaſion it The temptation was 
: great. The tree was good for focl ; and pleaſant 
; 70 the eyes; and to be defired to mu te one wiſe. 
5 
: „„ | GEN: iv. 7. 5 
It is often aſked why Cain's ſacrifice was not 


accepted as well as Abel's; and theſe words of 


the A given as a reply If thou 0 : 
we 
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F 
well, Pali thou not be accepted? and if thou doſt 
not well, fin lieth at the door: as if Cain was 
originally an exceeding wicked man. The rea- 
ſon will be better underſtood by conſidering the 
nature of ſacrifices ; which were of two ſorts : 
the one, a ſacrifice of :han&/ziving ; which con- 


ſiſted of the fruits of the Earth: the other, a 


facrifice of atonement for fin; which was the of- 
fering up a living creature ; the life of which 
God would accept, inſtead of that of the offen- 
der. Abel brought a ſacrifice of atonement; ac- 
knowledging himſelf a ſinner. Cain brought a 
ſacrifice of thankſ»iving ; expecting to be ac- 
cepted without repentance. The God of mercy 
ſeems to expoſtulate thus with Cain: why art 
thou ſorrowful? If thou wert ſo righteous as to 
need no atoning facrifice, thou ſhouldeſt be 
accepted ; as thou art not, fin will lay in the 


way, till thou haſt removed it by an atoning 
ſacrifice, or ſin- offering. Pa 


SGN. iv. 16, 17. 


How could Cain have a wife, go into another 
tand, and build a city, when there were no peo- 
ple in the world beſide himſelf, his Father and 


Mother? the Scripture makes no mention in- 


deed of a y other: yet, doubtleſs, there were 
then many thouſands : becauſe this happened in 
the 129th year of the world: for Adam was 
130 years old, when Seth was born, chap. 
v. 3. and it is expreſsly {aid that Seth was given 
inſteaa of Abel, whom Cain flew, verſe 25. 
| Gwe 
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Gu. Xt. 4, 4 


There appears no wicked intention in the 
builders of the tower of Babel. Their defign 
was, to make themſelves a name, by building a 
city and a tower of brick, where they might con- 
ſtantly reſide, inſtead of living in tents and re- 
moving as they increaſed; but, for the ſooner 
peopling of the world, God diſperſed them, 
by confounding their language; ſo 5 they left off 


to build the city, verſe 8. The top reaching to 


Heaven, is only an Eaſtern way of expreſſing any 
thing very high. This tower was ſuppoled to 


conſiſt of eight ſtories, each leſs and leſs; 
which if continued would end in a point, not to 


be built upon. 
xX. xii. 13. 
An ill turn has been given to this verſe; as if Abra- 


ham would have Sarah his wife tell a falſity, by 


ſaying that ſhe was His ter. This was no more 
then the truth; for ſhe was be daughter of his Fa- 
ther Terah( whohadtwowiv es), hut not the daughter 
of his Mother. See chapter xx. 12; ſo was his 
ſiſter by the Father's fide ;-and it was not un- 
lawful with the Heathens to marry in ſuch cafes. 


GEN. 2 xxvii. 8. 


Kebeccab, by her advice, aſſlſled Jacob to 


ſupplant his brother Eſau, in his Father's bleſ- 
ling. 


39 76 ) 
ſing. This appears a wicked action: but the 
remembered the prophecy concerning her two 
ſons before they were born; Geneſis xxv. 23 ; 
though perhaps Iſaac had forgot i it, or was unwil- 
ling to fulfil it. She therefore by ſubtilty pre- 


vailed on her huſband to do that ignorant, 


which he would not do 4zowingly ; though it 
was what God had before ordained. | 


| Gin. xxix. 27. 


It is a common miſtake to think that Jacob 
ſerved Laban fourteen' years before he married 


Rachael. This aroſe from miſunderſtandin 


theſe wo! a; 5 fulfil her week ; as if it had been a 


week of years, or that the words were ſpoken 
of Richael; when indeed they related to the 
marriage week of Leah : for ſuch feaſts uſually 
laſted a week. It appears from the 3oth verſe, 


that Laban gave Rachael to Jacob , for the 


ſervice e ſhould perform in ſeven years 70 come. 


This is likewile plain from hence; Jacob pro- 
poſed to depart from Laban, after fourteen 
years ſervice, verſe 26. 28. and that Rachael 


had then been ſome years barren; and after 
that had borne Joſeph, verſe 22; which could 
not have been, if he had waited fourteen years 
before he married her, 


Ges. ix, xo 


If this verſe be made one period, without 
a point after the word divineth, it will take off 


the charge of Joſeph's uſing unlaw ful practices. 
1 | = - Ts 


5. 


's 
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Ts not this it in which my Lord drinketh ? and 
whereby indeed he divineth that ye have done evil 
in ſo TR | | 


a GEN, xlix. 6. 

In their anger they flew a man, Man 1s here 
put for nen; meaning the Shechemites. See 
chapter xxxiv. 26. One is often in Scripture 


put for many: as Exodus xxiii. 38. the Hivite, 


the Canaanite, and the Hittite ; for the Hivites, 
the Canaanites, and the Hittites. Digged down 

a wall, is otherewiſe read, {mote à prince; or 
er out a chief ; namely, Hamor ; ; or ohechem 
his lon; as before. 


GEN. |. 3. 
We learn from the Greek hiſtorians, that the 


time of mourning was while the body remained 


with the embalmers; which was feventy days. 
This n why the Egypiians mourned for Ie 
racl threeſcore and ten days. During this time, 
the body bo | in faltpetre ; the uſe of which was 
to dry up the moiſture : and when in the com- 

paſs of thirty days this was reafonably well ef⸗ 


e, the remaining forty were employed in 


anointing it with gums and ſpices, to preſerve 
Xe; which was the proper embalming. This 
explains the meaning of the forty days which 
were fulfilled for J, Fael, being the days of theſe that 


were embalmed. 


Exop . 


e 


Exon. i it. 1 12 5 Marr. i lit. 1. 


The words, in thoſe days, do not always refer 
to the time that was ſpoken of juſt before: for, 
in the firſt of theſe texts, there is recorded that 
which happened almoſt forty years after what 


related in the other text was near thirty years 
after what is ſpoken of in the laſt verſe of the 
fecond chapter of St. Matthew. 


5 i 1 Exop. ii. 12. = Acts vii. 24. 


b 1 - Moſes, after he had killed an Egyptian, hid 
_ | "= him in the ſand ; which looks as if he thought he 
"4780 ; had done wrong. This was not the caſe. It is 
118 plain from the hiſtory, that he killed him in 
defending an innocent man, who perhaps could 


that his brethren would have underſtood by it, that 
oO God intended him for their deliverer from the 
14 Egyptian bondage; but they had no ſuch 
—_ knowledge of God's defign. He, perceiving 
1 1 this, bid he Egyptian and fled, for fear of Pha- 
raoh, who, when he heard of it, ſought to ſlay 
Moſes, verſe 15. 


| Exon. vill. 26. 


| | the E gyptians, is this. The Egyptians wor- 
Li - ſhiped the ox, and the ſheep, as Gods : and 
1 the Iſraelites feared they would fall upon them, 


Moſes had juſt mentioned: and that which is 


not be protected otherwiſe. He likewiſe ſuppoſed, 


72788 The meaning of facrificing the abomination of 


= when 
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| when they ſaw them kill thoſe beaſts for ſacri- 


fice which they worſhiped as Gods : therefore 
they defired to go three days journey into the wwil- 
derneſs, to ſacrifice to the Lord. Rn 


NUMBERS vi. 2. 


A Nazarite, to obtain greater grace and vir- 


tue, did ſeparate or conſecrate himſelf, in an 


eſpecial manner, for a certain time, (as Chriſ- 


tians do in Lent, or other days of faſting); du- 
ring which he was to obſerve certain rules here 
ſet down, eſpecially the ab/laining from zine. 
It appears from 1 Maccab. iu. 47. 49. that the 
whole people, or all good men at leaſt, made 
theſe vows, in order to avert the judgments of 
God. | ET Y 


NUMBERS XXIt. 22. 


Why was God angry with Balaam becauſe he 


went, when he himſelf had given him leave to 
go? He did indeed give him leave; but it was 


as he gave the Iſraelites a king; in his anger. 


The ſtory ſufficiently ſhews the Prophet's mad- 
neſs. He had conſulted God about curſing the 
people of Iſrael; and had received a full and 


poſitive anſwer, thou ſhalt not curſe the people, 


for they are bleſſed. After ſo flat and clear a de; 
nial, it was rudeneſs and madneſs to come to 


God a ſecond time upon the ſame errand. But 


Balaam was covetous: he was ſtaggered at 
king Balak's ſecond offer; and deſired the meſ- 
| | ſengers 


ſengers to tay till he cork e God again. 


This was wrong; for God had told him that he 
ſhould not go; who was not a man that he 
ound lie or * 


| Noxpers XXil. 28. 


It bobs been thought ſtrange that Wem was 


not ſurpriſed at the ſpeaking of the aſs. - The 


Scripture account of this hiſtory is ſo ſhort, as 
not to ſay either that he was, or was not: we are 


not therefore to conclude that he was not, but may 
full as reaſonably ſuppoſe the contrary. Joſep hos 
_ repreſents him as e; aftonijped. 1 B. 4. C. 6. 


Drorrzox. xviii. 10. 
Tx o make a child paſs through the fire, was 


thought to be a mock-baptiſm, or charm, to 
preſerve children from a violent death : yet the 
more common opinion is, that the children 
were actually burnt to death, 77 /acrifice to Mo- 
loch; drums or tabors beating all the while, to 
drown their cries : whence the valley was 
called 7rpher, from a word lignifying a drum, or 
muſical inſtrument. 


Joshua x. 12. 


The common people now underſtand theſe 
words, Sun, ſtand thou fill, in the fame ſenſe the 
Iſraclites did formerly: as if the earth flood ſtill, 

and the /n was moving, till ſtopt in its courſe 

by the word of Joſhua, Learned men now 

deny ſuch n motion. It ſignilies little which really 
| moved; 


J 


K 8 
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„ 
moved; as the effect of the miracle would be 
the ſame; namely, the day lengthened till the 
people had avenged themſelves upon their enemies. 


Ihe Scripture ſpeaks according to the common 


ſenſe of things, and the general apgrehenſions 
of men; which is ſufficient. | 
JoDcts xvi. 17. 


Sampſon's ſtrength did not lay aQually in bis 
hair ; which was only a fign or token of it : for 


he was a Nazarite appointed of God from his birth ; 


that is, ſeparated and devoted to the ſervice of 
God, that he might ſave the Iſraelites. As a 
token of this, no razor was to come upon his head, 


chapter xiii. 5. By ſuffering his hair to be cut 
off, he broke the covenant, and forfeited the 
ſpirit of ſtrength. e 


1 SAM. xii. 17. 
It may ſeem to us nothing extraordinary that 
there ſhould be under and rain in harveſt, 
or in the months of June or July, when this hap- 
pened: but St. Jerome, WW lived in Judea many 
years, ſays, it never rained there at that ſeaſon. 


So that the thunder and rain, procured by Sa- 


muel, were truly miraculous; and as ſuch 
the people greatly feared the Lord, and Samuel. 


1 SAM. xv. 3. 


It has been called extreme cruelty in Saul ta 
ic both man and woman ; infant and ſuc bling; 
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camel and aſs : but it ſhould be remembered, 


that it was God's expreſs command to him by 

the Prophet Samuel. We ſhould confider theſe 
orders, to ſlay the innocent with the guilty, in 
the ſame light as we do a plague, or an earth- 


quake. God can, and certainly does reward the 
innocent with happineſs in another life: and 


every infant, how much ſoever its death may 


be lamented by its parents, is favoured by dy- 


ing in its infancy ; as it is taken from the miſe- 
ries of this life, in order to be made perfectly 


happy. 


I Sau. xvii. 4. 


Goliab's height was /ix cubits and a ſpan, that 
is, according to the loweſt computation, full 
nine feet. Giants are often ſpoken of in Scrip- 
ture; as Geneſis vi. 4. Numbers x11. 13; but 
they are always mentioned as rarities, and won- 
ders of the age; and not common. Some ſuch 
inſtances have eg) in all ages; as hiſtory ſhews; 


which need not be mentioned; for we cannot 


expect them to be believed by thole who do 
not believe the Scriptures. The ordinary ſize 
was probably always the ſame; as may appear 
from the mumqmies and coffins of the ancient 
Egyptians, which are to be ſeen at this day. 


I Sam, xvii. 55 


It appears ſtrange to ſome, that neither Sau 
ror Aber ſhould remember David. It has been 


ſaid 


33 tad 5 — — 


1 8 r 


„ CO. JJ 0 
ſaid (page 6) that his combat withGoliah might 
be before he was ſent for to refreſh Saul. Yet 
if we take the hiſtory as it 1s, and ſuppoſe it 
after, there is no great difficulty in it: for Ab- 
ner might have been abſent from court during 
the time that David refided there. However, 


David had been fo a year or two; and it is no 
| ſtrange thing to find men forgotten at court in 


leſs time, who were more conſiderable than Da- 
vid. Perhaps Saul had ſeen him but once, and 


that when he was diſordered in his ſenſes; and now 


ſeeing him in a ſhepherd's dreſs, might not re- 
collect him. Yet all this is on a ſuppoſition 
that Saul did not know David's perſon; which 
the Scripture does not ſay. The queſtion is; 


whoſe so is this youth? Tt was natural for the 
king to enquire into the family of that man to 


whom he had promiſed to give his daughter in 
marriage. | 


1 SAM. XXi. I. MARE ii. 25. 26. 


Two things Chriſt affirms, contrary to what 
it is in the book of Samuel. Firlt, that David 
had men with him, when he entered into the houſe 


of God; and, ſecondly, that 4biather was high- 
prieſt; not Abimelech. David had indeed com- 
pany with him; and Ahimelech knew it; tee 
verſe 4. The meaning is; David had no 
guards with him, as perſons of quality uſually 


had; or he kept them at a diſtance ; and Ahi- 


melech did not ſee them. Abiather was the fon 


of Ahimelech: and at that timedepury high-priclt, 
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to officiate i in TA ſtead, when the high-prieſt was 
under any legal defilement : : which othcer the 


Jews called the r 


2 Sau. vi. 20. 


David could not be naked, though accuſed by 


Michal of ancovering bi mſelf as a vain fellow 
JShameleſsly; for he had on a robe, and an 
Ephod. 1 Chron. xv. 27. Theſe were prieſtly 
garments; and particularly cloſe; ſee Exod, 
XXviii. 32. and xxxix. 23. 10 that no part of the 
body could be ſeen. He is ſaid to be uncovered in 
reſpect to his royal robes; which, though richer 
and handſomer then the prieſts, he refuſed to 


wear; and choſe to 1 88 in part of che preſs 


drels. IP 


2 SAM. Xil. 30. 


T / 


The idols of the Heathen were crowned : 


and this might be a crown of their idol ; for it 


was too heavy fora man; a talent of Gold being 
one hundred and fourteen pounds ; of this a 
crown might be made for king David. Or 
if we read, ſet on his head; it may mean ſet on 
the top of, or hung in a canopy over, his head. 

Or it might be ſaid, the value of the crown, 
zwith the precious fones, made a talent of gold; 

amounting to about ive thouſand pounds. 


j1 
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2 SAM. xiv. 26, 


Abſalom's hair weighed two hundred ſhekels ; 
perhaps ſo many ſhekels in money ; or was worth 
eleven pounds ſeven ſhillings. If the weight is 
meant according to the Jewiſh ſhekel, it would 
amount to: three pounds two ounces. It is par- 
ticularly ſaid, after the king's weight; meaning 


perhaps the king of Babylon's weight; which 


was then well known to the Jews; and his ſhe- 


kel was only one third of theirs, 


2 SAM. xix. 29. 


Thou and Ziba divide the land. We are ready 
to blame David for this determination ; which 
ſeems to give Ziba half of the land which he 
had before given to Mephiboſheth: but a 
learned perſon hath ſet the matter in a better 


light; and ſhewn, that in all probability it is 


the ſame order that he gave, chapter ix. Let 


Ziba ſtill take care of thy eſtate, as he formerly 


was ordered todo; and live thou with me ar 
my table. 5 | 


284M. xxiv. 10. 
David's fin in numbering the people conſiſted 


not only in a vain detire to know the number 
and ſtrength of his kingdom; but both he and 
the people were guilty of a further fin : for it 
appears from Exod. xxx. 12. that God had gi- 


ven the Iſraelites a command, that when they 


G 3 | took 


Ta 86 ) 


took the number of the people, every man from 


a ſhekcl to the ſandtuary, as a ranſom for his ſoul 
zo God, under the penalty of a plague to enſue 
on the neglect of ſuch payment. David was 
guilty of a neglect in not exacting this tribute; 


paying it, when an expreſs law of God com- 
manded it : and theretore a plague ſoon fol- 
lowed, - | 


Jay him, for telling him that Elijah was in ſuch 
a place > The reafon is implied in the twelfth 
verſe; namely, that Obadiah feared the provi- 
dence of God would direct the Prophet to 
: avoid the ſcarch of king Ahab, as he hitherto had 
done; and that Ahab would put Obadiah to 
eth, for not ſecuring him when le had it in 
his . 5 | 


I Kixcs: xx. 35 36. 


It may ſeem ſtrange chat a prophet ſhould de- 
fire a man zo /-ize him; and that he ſhould pu- 
niſh him with death for refuſing to do ſo. It 
ſhould be conſidered that he, being a Prophet, 


fays, ic as a-claredtobe vyihewordo, the Lord; and 
therefo's a ſecond perſon readily complied. The 


| him; ; that he might 1 to have been in the 
battle; 


twenty years old, and upward, ſhould pay half 


which yet could not excuſe the people from 


Why ſhould Obadiah fear that Ahab would 


might expect to be obeyed, eſpecially as the text 


requeſt ſeems to be, to ſmite him to as io wound 


( 7 ) | 
battle; without which he could not ſo well have 
delivered his | prophecy to the king. 


2 KJXGs ii. 23, 24. 


The Prophet Eliſha is blamed for cur/ing, in the 
name of the Lord, little children who ſaid to him Go 
up thiu bald-head. It is not clear that they were 
ſuch as we call little children; but rather young 
men, perhaps of twenty years old or more, who 
are frequently in Scripture called by that name. 
Benjamin is called a child, Geneſis xliv. 20. 
though he was above thirty years old, and had 
ten children, Geneſis: xIvi. 21. In our old 
Engliſh language the word cd means a perſon of 


ſuch an age. Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 


were doubtleſs men, when they were ſet over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon ; yet what they 
ſung 1n the fiery furnace 1s called, The ſong of 
the three children. The expreſſion of bald-head 

may likewiſe be, miſunderſtood ; as if thoſe. 


wicked young men mocked the infirmities of 


old age. It does not appear that Eliſha was ar 
that time an old man. It might be, that he had 
ſhaved, or made bald his head, as ſome prieſts 


do; for i it is plain they inſulted him becauſe he 


was one of God! 5 miniſters. 


2 KINGS 1 7 10. 


Go ſay to him, thou mayeſt certainly recover ; 
howbeit the Lord hath ſhewed me 1hat be ſhall 


ſurely die. Would the Prophet have Hazael 


„ "ll 


tell a He? No. He well knew that the king 
might have recovered of his illneſs; but that he 
ſhould die another away, though not of his dif- 
temper. The truth 1s, Benhadad might havs 
recovered of his Wee had not Hazacl mur. 
dered him. 


2 KINGS XVIll. 4. 

The hiſtorians recording the name which the 
King gave the brazen ſerpent, after the breakin 
it in pieces, will appear odd to thoſe who do 
not conſider, that the Jews had fallen into the 

Egyptian ſuperſtition of Names. This idol, 
like others, had doubtleſs its name of honour. 
Good king Heze iah therefore, in contempt of 
its name, or title, called it Nebuſhtan, which ſigni- 
fies a Hing of braſs. Others ſay, Nehuſhtan may 
be rendered the divining Serpent, and the whole 
verle thus : he brake the ſerpent of braſs that 
Moſes made; for unto thoſe days the children 
of Iſrael did burn incenſe to it; and were calling it 
Nebuſbian, or the eee ſerpent: 


I Caron. | IX. 2. 


Nethenims ; that is, people given to God, 
Theſe were the Gibeonites, who were given ta 
God, to bring neceſſaries for the ſervice of the 
altar; not flaves, but a kind of ſacred ſervants; 
being the firſt fruits of the Gentiles. 
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ESTHER iii. 2. 

It is probable that Mordecai refuſed to honour 
Haman on account of the curſe he lay under, as 
an Amaletite , Exodus vii. 14. and 1 Samuel 
xv. 3- All the Jews probably did the ſame; or 
the whole nation would have blamed Mordecai' 8 
behaviour, which brought them all into ſuch 
danger. 


Jos x xix. 25, 26, 


N be who diſbelieve a reſurrection of che 
body, are willing to think that Job here ſpeaks 
only of his temporal deliverance from bis troubles ; 
and ſay, that the Jews always underſtood him in 


this ſenſe. The opinion of the Jews is not to 


be regarded on thoſe paſſages which relate to 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is here called by his uſual 
name, the Redeemer. There are many proofs 
of a reſurrection to be found in the Old Teſta- 


ment. Other parts even of this hiſtory expreſs 
Job's belief in this article; as chapter xiv. 12. 


Man lieth down, and riſeth not, till the Heavens 
be no more : which may imply that, when the 
Heavens ſhall be no more, he /ball riſe again. 


Psarm Ixxviii. 25, 26. 


Becauſe it is ſaid, God gave the Iſraelites 
manna from Heaven; and man did eat Angel's 
ood ; ignorant people ſuppoſe the angels eat; 


and that their food is manna. Inſtead of 55 
gel's 
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gel's food, it might be food of the 1 or rather, 
 flrong ſubſtantial food. Heaven alſo often means 
the firmament ; as when the birds are ſaid to fly. 


in the open firmament of Heaven, Geneſis i. 20. 
and the Clouds Are called the Clouds of ben. 


PSALM civ. 2 25. 


Mperein are things erceping inmemeralle, We 
know not of ſuch a prodigious quantity of 
creeping things in the ſea : but it is to be noted, 
that the Hebrews gave the name of reptiles, or 
creeping things, to all hes, which are indeed 


innumerable. See Habbakuk 1 1. 14, 15. 


Tsaran 3 i. 18. | 
This expreſſion, fins as red as ſearlet ſhall be 


white as 2001, refers to the manner of chuſing 
the ſcape goat; which was thus. The high- 
prieſt took two goats, and ſet one on each fide 
of him, having bound on the forehead of both, 

a piece of ſcarlet cloth. Then the lots were g1- 
ven forth ; and the ſcarlet of that which was ap- 
pointed the ſcape goat changed white as a 


token of its being Toy oved by God. 


5 ISAIAH 5 * XII. 22. 


The cuſtom of car rying Reys on men's ſhoulders 
may ſcem very ſtrange to us: but the ancients 
had their keys made very large, and in form of 
a ſickle; and the weight and ſhape of them was 
ſuch that they could not otherwiſe be conveni- 
ently 


(or 


ently carried, but as we ſee our reapers carry 
their ſickles. 


IsA1Aan Ixvi. I 


| God declares that the outward worſhip offered 
to him. by hypocrites and wicked perſons is 
of no value in his fight. The ſentence ſhould 
be filled up thus: He that killeth an ox, with- 
out the eien of ſincerity and humility, 
mentioned in the ſecond verſe, is eſteemed 
guilty of as great a crime in the ſight of God, 
as if he flew a man.—As if he cut off a dog's neeh 
means, in order to. ſacrifice it; this animal be- 
ing greatly abhorred by the Jews. —4s if be 
bleſſed an Idol, means, as if he preſented gifts 
to an Idol, and ſo honoured it. 


| JEREMIAH VI 


Cup of. conſolation to drink for their Father or 
Mother, relates to an ancient cuſtom of com- 
forting the. relations of the dead by a fun 
entertainment. 


JEREMIAH XXIV. 18. 


The manner of making a ſolemn covenant 


was by dividing a calf and paſſing between the two 


parts ; implying this: lo may God cut me in 
pieces if i break the oath and covenant which I 


now make. God was pleaſed to cond ieſcend ſo 


tar, as to give Abraham aſſurance of his pro- 
3 miſe, 


. 
miſe, by hafſng between the pieces of his facrifice 
in the form of fire and Jmoke. Geneſis xv. 17. 


= 


| Ezrx. xx. 25 · 


God does not ſay of his own ſtatutes or judg- 
ments, that they were not good; but of the ido- 
latrous ſtatutes, the corrupt principles and 

ractices of the Heathen nations, to which he 
abandoned and gave up his own people, becauſe 
they had firſt abandoned and given up him. Or 
it may be read, have I TOLL them tatutes, &c. &c. 
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Fenn: xxiv. 22. 


It was the cuſtom of the Jews, © on the death 
of their relations, to ſit for ſome time on the 
ground without ſhoes, and to provide no food 
for themſelves; this was preſented to them by 
ſome friend or neighbour, and called, the bread 
of men. The 52 of the verſe therefore is, ye 
ſhall not cover your faces as mourners do, nor 

eat of the funeral feaſt prepared for thoſe that. 


Mourne 


Ez Ek. xxx. 2. 


Although the common people are the moſt 
hkely to know the meaning of old words; yet 
there are ſome ſo long difufed, as to be almoſt 
forgotten. Such I take to be this expreſſion, 
Wo worth the day. Worth is the old Engliſh 


word ſignitying to be, or "woes It therefore 


2 ** 


ks | Ez Ex. 


ce 
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Ezkk. xxxii. 27. 


Ezekiel, ſpeaking of the honours ſome men 


| ſhould receive at their death, or burial, adds, 


but their iniquitizes ſhall be upon their bones; 
which ſeems difficult to underſtand : ſome have 


therefore rendered it thus; Habitations are given 


or their bones, that is, magnificent vaults or ſe- 
pulchres : for the Prophet 1s declaring, that 
certain perſons ſhould not be honoured at their 
burials, but be thrown into one pit with the 


vulgar. 


DaxiIEL ix. 27. 


The abomination and deſolation here ſpoken of, 


and mentioned by St. Matthew, xx1v.25.and St. 
Mark, xiii. 14. ſome underſtand to mean, the 


Roman army; which was an abomination, becauſe 
of the images of Cæſar, and the eagles, the en- 
figns of it: alſo a deſolation, becauſe it made the 


temple, the city, and country defolate. Others 


think this refers to the ſetting up the image of 
Jupiter Olympias upon the altar on the 15th of 


the month Caſleu, and referred to 2 Maccab. vi. 


2. This made the temple deſolate ; all good 


men forbearing to come to it while the image 
Was there. „ 


HosEA iv. 2. 


Blood touc heth blood. The blood of the ſa- 


crifice, and the blood of the ſacrificer, were 
7 ; mingled 


me 


mingled together, when Jehoidas ſon of 3 | 
riah was murdered in the temple; or rather Za- 
charias ſon of Jehoida or Barachias, which are 
names of much the ſame fignifi cation. | 


Marr. f iii. 4. 


There has been much diſpute concerning 
what is to be meant by Locuſts. Some under- 
ſtand it of fowls, herbs, and wild peaſe. But 
it is to be noted that Locuſts, in the common 
ſenſe of the word, were creatures which the law 
looked upon as clean, Levit. xi. 22. Pliny ſays 
they made a conſiderable part of the food of the 
Parthians and Ethiopians. Dr. Shaw ſays, that 
when dried, and e with ſalt, they taſte 
much like theriver C ay-ftſh. BY . 


Mex. vi. 30. 
Our countrymen have but little notion of 
graſs being caſt into an oven: yet, in the Eaſt, 


fuel is ſo ſcarce, that they uſe the ſtalks of 
herbs and graſs for firing, - 


Mark. vili. 4, 


Our Saviour having cured a Leper, bid him 
tell no man, meaning, that he was healed by 
him, 22/1 he had ſberon himſelf to the prieſt, and 
effered the gift that Moſes commanded ; and the 
prieſt, by accepting it, had acknowledged him 
clean from his leproſy. The reaſon of this was, 
leſt the prieſts, if EY had KnOWN the man had 

N | been 
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been cleanſed by Chriſt, ſhould, out of envy 
to him, refuſe to own that he was cleanſed. 


This ſenſe theſe words require; Mer a gift for @ 


teſtimony unto them, or rather, a teſtimony againſt 
them, if they ſhould afterward deny that he was 


healed. 


MATT. viii. 31. 


There is no objection reaſonably to be made 
againſt our Lord's ſuffering the Devils to enter 
into the herd of ſwine : for that the owners of 


them were very covetous, and deſerved greater 


puniſhment, is plain from their defiring our 


Lord 10 depart out of their coaſts; which ſhews 
that they valued their ſwine more than their 


ſouls : and why ſhould it be thought. more un- 
juſt to puniſh them in this manner, than it 
would be to puniſh any perſon in body, goods, 
or eſtate * This is the only puniſhment our Sa- 
viour inflicted on any perſon which attected his 
property. 5 

Marr. ix. 17. 

There ſeems little reaſon to imagine, that 
new wine would injure od bottles, ſuch as ours 
are, though we ſhould ſuppoſe them, as the 
text undoubtedly does, to be made of leather. 
It rather means the raw ſkins of beaſts newly 
killed, which are to this day uſed in ſome 
countries to hold new wine, and afford a ſub- 


ſtance for the vinous ſpirit to prey upon. 
| MATT. 
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Marr. xii. 2. 


Thy Diſciples do that which is not lawful, that 
is, not, as ſome think, unlawful to. pluck and eat 


Ihe ears N, corn, for that was lawful; ſee Deut. 
Xxiii. 2:5. but it was unlawful to eat on the Sab- 


bath before the morning fervice was over: for 
The al faſted till that was ended. 


Marr. W 


It is not meant that the prieſts in the temple 


profaned the Sabbaths wickEDLY : but only, 
that they did ſuch things in the temple, for the 


uſe of its ſervice, as in other perſons, and on 


other occafions, would profane the Sabbath; 


ſuch as carrying wood, lighting the fires, and 
riss the ſacrifices, on that day. 


Marr. xiil. 16. 


The perſons ſent to aſk Chriſt this queſtion, 
Is it lawful to give tribute to Czfar or not? were 
men of different opinions; namely, the Phari- 
ſees, and the Herodians, who thought to bring 


him into danger, which way foever he ſhould 


anſwer. If he ſhould anſwer no; the Herodians 
were ready to accuſe him as an enemy to Cæſar. 
Had he anſwered yes; the Phariſees were as rea- 
dy to accuſe him to the people as an enemy to 
their rights in 0 che paying of taxes. 


MATT. 


TW 1 
. Marr. xiii. 32. 
The Jews give a wonderful account of the 


growth of muſtard-ſeed. There was a ſtock of 
muſtard-ſeed in Sichin, from which ſprang out 


three boughs ; one of which was broken off, and 


covered the tent of a potter, and produced three 
cabs of muſtard. R. Simeon, B. Calipha ſays, * A 


ſtalk of muſtard-ſeed was in my figld, into 
which I was wont.to climb, as men do into a fig- 
tree.” | 5 


Marr. xv. 5. MAR. vii. 11. 


The gift on the altar was in Hebrew called 
Corban; and was one of thoſe oaths which the 
Scribes and Phariſees accounted principally 


binding. F any ſwore by the altar, it was no- 


thing : but if by the gift upon the altar, he was 
bound to perform. Matchew xxill. 18. If the 


Jews ſwore by the oath Corban that they would 
not relieve any one, even either Father or Mo- 
ther (which they frequently and uncharitably 
did) they thought that by religiouſly Keeping 

their oath, they were diſcharged from their duty 
to their parents; thus making the fifth Com- 


mandment of no ed. 


Marr. Xvi. 28. 


Some imagine that theſe words relate to the 
great and terrible day of judgement, becauſe it 


is ſaid in the verſe before, that Chriſt will re- 
H ward 
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ward every man according to his works. But 
there were none of that company, who were not 
to die, or tafte of death, long before that great 
and terrible day of the Lord : therefore others 
conclude, that this caming of Chrift in his 
kingdom relates to another event ; namely, the 
deſtruction of the Jewiſh Church and Nation; 
wherein our Lord may properly enough be ſaid 
to come in the glory of his Father; and with his 


Angels reward the Jews and Chriſtians accor- 
_ cording to their works; the Jews by deftroying 
them; and the Chriſtians by preſerving them. 


This happened about forty years after our Lord's 
death, when ſome of the company might be 


alive; and St. John the whos ad certainly 


was ſo. 
Marr. xvii. 24. 
Every Jew that was twenty years old was 


_ obliged to pay every year half a ſhekrel or two 


drams (about fifteen pence of our money), 
for the uſe of the lanctuary; or to buy ſacrifices 
and other things for the ſervice of the temple. 
See Exodus xxx. 13. and Numbers x. 32. That 


this was the tribute the collectors demanded, 


and not any tax payable ro the Roman emperor, 


is plain; not only from our Saviour's argument, 


viz. that He was the Son of that Heavenly King 
to whom it was paid, and ſo had a right to be 


excuſed ; but from the word which 1s here ren- 
dered 7#ribute money, or half ſheke!, which was 


the proper word for the tax, which was paid to 
the 


n % = Ps, oats. 4 k £15 3 © * 4 1 
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the temple : whereas the tribute paid to Czfar 
was a Roman penny, and would have been ga- 


thered by the uſual officers, the publicans, not 


by the perſons who are here called (as by a title 
well known) the receivers of the half ſhekel. 
The reaſon why our Lord paid only for himſelf 
and St. Peter was, becauſe they only lived 
at Capernaum. The other Apoſtles were to pay 


it in their proper place. Pac 


Marr. xviii. 17. 
This difficult text has many interpretations. 
This ſeems the beſt. The Jews were ſubject to 
the Romans; who permitted men to judge be- 
tween man and man, according to the law of 
Moſes, in private matters only, but reſerved 
all great cauſes to be heard in the Roman court. 


In private quarrels our Saviour propoſed three 


ways of proceeding. Firlt, H thy brother tref- 
paſs againſt thee, teil him his fault between thee 
and him alone : if he will not hear ihee, take two 
or three witneſſes. Verſe 15. 19. Secondly, if 


| he will not hear them, bring him before the Jewiſh 
_ magiſtrate, or eccleſiaſtical court; fell it to 


O 


the Church. Thirdly, if he neglett to hear the 


Church, take your remedy at the Roman court; 
let him be unto thee as an Heathen. 


MATT. xxiii. 5. 
PhylaFeries were certain long and narrow pie- 


ces of parchment, whereon were written ſeveral 
| H 2 paſſages 
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paſſages of the law. Theſe the Jews tied to 
their foreheads and left arms, in memory of the 
law. The word ſignifies # keep, or preſerve. 
The particular paflages were theſe ; Exodus 
xili. 2, to verſe 10. Exodus xiii. 11. to verſe 
16. Deut. vi. 4. to verſe 9. and Deut. xi. 
13. to verſe wy a6 580 | 


Warr. XXIV. K. og Lokk xvii. 27. 


here ſoever the body or carcaſe is, there will 
the eaples be gathered together. Theſe words 
ſeem borrowed from the Book of Job; who 

eaks of the eagle on this manner. She doe lieth 
and abideth on the rock, and the ſtrong place; : 
from whence ſhe feeketh the prey, and her eyes be- 
hold afar off. Her young ones alſo fuck up blood ; 
and where the ſlain are, there is ſhe. Job xxxix. 
28. The Romans made the eagle their enſign in 
war: and therefore our Saviour, by this ex- 
preſſion, gives us to underſtand, that the Ro- 
mans would come upon the Jews with a ſudden 
deſtruction ; as they did 5 ſome years after. | 
. | 

Marr. xx vi. 15. 


4 piece of /i er 'S ſuppoſ ed to mean, in this 
al] a ſhekel of the value of about two 
ſhillings and fixpence : therefore, thirty ſuch 
pieces amount to three pounds fifteen ſhillings. 

This was alſo the Price of a ſlave. See Exodus 
| Xxi. 32s ba 


- 


Marr. 
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| Marr. xxvii. g. 
What St. Maney fy is ſpoken by Jeremy 


the prophet 1s not to be found in the prophecy 


of Jeremiah : but there is at leaſt the ſubſtance 
of it in Zechar. xi. 13. Some ſuppoſe 
Zechariah had two names; as Joſeph is 


called Heli; fo St. Matthew might call him by 


either. Others think this prophecy was ſpoken 
by Jeremiah, though not by him committed to 
writing. We find, in the ſecond chapter of the 


| ſecond: Book of Maccabees, many words ſpoken 
of Jeremiah, which are not in the book of his 


prophecy. Why may not theſe have been ſpo- 


ken by him and kept in memory, or ſome wri- 
ting, till the time of Zachary; of whom it is 

obſeryable, that he loved to. uſe theſe words of 
Jeremiah. It is probable that Jeremiah wrote 


the gth, roth, and 11th chapters of Zechariah : 
in which laſt chapter theſe words are. There are 
yet others who ſuppoſe, that as the Jews placed 


Jeremiah firſt in the liſts of prophets, the book 


of the prophets might be called the book of Je- 
FW 7 


7 


Mark Xiv. 25. 


3 kingdom of God means here, as in many 
other places, the Goſpel, or Cbriſtian Religion, 


which began to be eſtabliſhed after Chriſt's re- 


ſurrection: and by drinking wwine new in it, is 


meant, the applying it to a new purpoſe, as a 
7 ſacrament, 
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ſacrament, in remembrance of his blood ſhed 
for us. | 


Fa Maxk 3 xiv. 558. 


| The 8 affirmed that Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, 
I will deftroy ibis temple MADE WITH HANDS. 
The addition of theſe laſt words ſhews their 
falfe teſtimony : for it reſtrains Chriſt's words to 
the temple of Jeruſalem, which might other- 
wiſe be underſtood of his body, which indeed 
he meant. Beſides, Chrift ſaid not, I will de- 
; firoy ; but deſtroy, or do you deſtroy this _— 
and in three days 1 will dos it 1 755 


Luxx 1. Go. 


Among the Jews, a horn ſignified ure. 
A horn of ſatvation therefore means, à powerful 
Saviour. 


Lok E 1 „ 


In the firſt verſe, by taxing, is only 7 meant 
- #nrolling ; when a ſurvey was made, and all 
perſons, poſſeſſions, and eſtates, enrolled. The 
real payment of taxes was ſome years after; for 
no taxes were levied or made, as the ſecond 
verſe informs us, till Cyrenius vas governor of 
Syria, about twelve FEA after the firſt ſurvey 
or inrolling. 


Luk k 


F. 
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left his Parents, and returned to Jeruſalem. 


| Jewiſh Church ſay, that till a child was twelve 


| maſters of the ſynagogue, to give an account of 


being different, ſome appeared earlier than 


meet, not only to reſolve queſtions, but alſo to 
confirm ſuch of their youth as they found quali- 


or ſinners, who would do good and lend only 


and to be merciful and lend, even where we 


( 203 J 


Loxz ii. Fo 
me people enquire why Chriſt orivately 


Thoſe who are learned in the cuſtoms of the 


pour old he was not obliged to go up to the 
eaſt of the Paſſover; and that their youth were 
uſually thirteen before they were brought to the 


their religion; like the Chnitian ceremony of 
Confirmation. Yet he capacities of children 


others. Our Saviour might offer himſelf a year 
before the uſual time. This accounts for his 
being found in one of the rooms belonging to the 
temple; where the deer of the law uſed to 


fied for that ceremony, which was performed 
with PRI and falema mn 


Loxz vi. 35. 


The command to lend, hoping for nothing 
again, muſt be explained by the verſe before it; 
where our Saviour recommends to his followers, 
to be more kind and loving than the Heathen, 


to them from whom they hoped to receive as much 
again. Chriſt teaches us a more perfect charity : 


5 H * cannot 


1 


cannot expect che like kindneſs for ourſelves 
another time. 


Lexx a Kir 2. 


The Publicans were collectors, or elſe farmers 
of thoſe taxes which the Romans laid upon the 
Jews. They were frequently covetous perſons, 

and exacted more than was right, and for that 
reaſon hated by the Jews ; though they were 
perſons of rank and character among the Ro- 
mans. Of theſe officers, ſome were to overſee 
others who were accountable to them. Such 
was Zaccheus, who is therefore called, the chief 
of lian: e | 
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The ſenſe of this verſe i is, that it was the third 
day of the marriage that was in Cana; and that was 
the reaſon they wanted wine, when Jeſus came. 
This was likewiſe the reaſon why the Ruler of 
the feaſt ſaid, Every man, at the beginning doth 
ſet forth good wine ; and when men have well 
drunk, then that which is worſe : but thou haf 
kept the good wine une now. 
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Joun iv. 18. 


The meaning of this palage is, the woman 
Had continued a widow from the death of ber fifth 
huſband, and the man here mentioned was the 


near kinſman, who had a . to redeem ; as, 
Ruth 


— rs Finn 7" 
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o | 

ves Ruth iv. 4. and was not yet betrothed to her, 1 

© but might dwell in the ſame houſe with her, 1 

or perform the part of a faichful friend. 9 

. - « Os. 174 

"M Ls ; John Ville 5, 6. 9. 3 i 
he I) be Scribes and Phariſees brought to Chriſt 1 
=. a woman taken in adultery, with this enſnarin 1 
lat queſtion ; Moſes commanded that ſuch ſhould be Al 

IC floned, but what ſaye/t thou ? Had Chrift forbade 


her being ſtoned, he would have been put to 
death for a deſpiſer of Moſes's law, and a pro- 
moter of adultery. Had he commanded her to be 
ſtoned, they would have accuſed him to the go- 
vernor, as guilty of rebellion ; for the Romans 
would not ſuffer the Jews to put any man to 
death. —Put why did Jeſus //oop down, and write 
on the ground ? In this he imitated what was re- 
quired by God, in Numbers v. 17. 23. in the 
tryal of an adulterous wife; when the prieſt was 
to take of the auſt of the floor, &c. and trite the | 
| Curſes, &c. &c,—How could Jeſus be lf? alone i 
and the woman ſtanding in the midſt? The mean- : 
ing muſt be this: ſhe was left without any of 
her accuſers ; who, being convicted by their own 
conſciences, went away one by one. 
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Johx x. 3. 4. 


3 | Our huſbandmen underſtand not what is 8 

. meant by a /hepherd calling lis fheep, and ther 

in following him, nor of a porter opening the door of i 
5 . ſheepfold. In the Weſt of England W „ | | 


5 45 5 


do not now drive their ſheep before them as 
ours do; but 80 before them, and the the ſheep 


follow. Our Saviour in ſpeaking of ſuch a 
' ſheep fold as a thief could not enter by the door, 
nor the ſhepherd himſelf open, but à porter 
openeth io the ſhepherd, had reſpect to the ſheep 


that were kept in places near the temple, to be 


ſold to thoſe who had occafion for them for ſa- 
. crifices, near which he Was when he ſpake 
theſe words. 


| 
| i 


Jous: xii. MY 40 


Very remarkable is this paſſage, and miſin- 
derſtood by many. The meaning of it is cer- 
tainly this. The Jews? unbelief was the fulfilling 


of Ifaiah's prophecy ; not that his prophecy was 


the reaſon or cauſe of their unbelief. In many 
places of the Goſpel it is ſaid, that ſuch a thing 
was done that it might be ful filled which was ſpo- 
© ken by the prophet ; and yet it is certain that the 
thing was not therefore done becauſe it had 


been toretold. but was foretold becauſe it would 


certainly be done. So, in this place, the] ews 
unbelief was not to be wondered at: it was no- 
thing more than what Iſaiah had foretold. That 
this is the ſenſe will appear by conſidering the 
words of Iſaiah, chapter vi. 9. and our Saviour's 
application of chem by way of reproof. Matt. 
xlii. 13. and St. Paul's, with ſtill ſharper rebuke, 


to thoſe who rejected his r Acts 


xxviii. 25. 


. 
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Juonx xix. 34. | 
The mention both of Blood and water in this 
verſe is meant to prove that Jeſus Chriſt really 


died upon the Croſs; for the ſmall quantity of 
water in which the heart ſwims being let out of 


a perſon or animal ; that creature muſt neceſ- 


 farily die. Alſo the blood about the heart being 
congealed, and the watery part flowing out, 


ſhews the body to have been dead ſome time, 


Johx xxi. 22. | 
A ftrange miſtake has ariſen from miſunder- 


ſtanding this verſe; as if a Jew then living 
were now wandering upon Earth, and ſhould 


continue to do ſo till Chriſt come to judge the 
world. The words were ſpoken: of &. John ; 
and were then, and for ſome time after, under- 
ſtood by ſome of the diſciples as a prophecy 
that St. John. ſhould not die, (as the next verſe 
informs us), but continue alive till the day of 


judgement; which ſome then preſent thought to 


be nearer than it really was. Our Saviour did 


not ſay that he ſhould continue alive till the day 


of judgement, or any other fixt time; but ovly, 
that it did not concern St. Peter to know when 
St. John ſhould die; or whether he ſhould die 
at all. St. John lived the longeſt of all the 


Apoſtles; and ſaw the deſtruction of the temple 


and city of Jeruſalem, which is called he coming 
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Some divines commend the modeſty and cha- 
Tity of St. Luke, who does not ſay that Judas 
was danined ; but that He went to his own place: 
or, as others, a place more fit for him than the 
apoſtleſhip. There are yet others who think 
this expreſſion does not relate to Judas; but to 
Matthias. Theſe words, from which Judas by 
tranſgre/ſion fell, Ee be incloſed i in a paren- 


theſis. 


Aers vi. ix. 


By libertines are not meant wicked wed. aiſ- 
orderly perſons ; ſuch as take the liberty of living 
as they pleaſe, but only the ſons of ſuch ſlaves 
as had rhinos the freedom of the. city of Rome. 


Acrs x. 5. 


It may be aſked, if God was s ſo kind to Cor- 
nelius as to ſend an Angel to him, why did he 
not direct the Angel to inſtruct him in what he 
was todo? This plainly ſhews that we are not 
to expect extraordinary means of inſtruction, 
where God Gas already appointed ordinary 
means. The Angel, no doubt, could as eaſily 
have told Cornelius what he ought to do, as 
bid him ſend for St. Peer ; but this would not 

have been ſo agreeable to the order which Chriſt 
had ſettled in his Church. Chriſt has appointed 
his Apoſtles, and other miniſters, to — 
3 e | "ms 
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his ordinances; and therefore God did not ſuf- 
fer even an angel to break-in upon this order 


but dire&ed St. Peter to goto the Centurion. 


Acrs xix. 2. 


The anſwer to the queſtion here (if our 
tranſlation expreſſes it right,) is very ſut priſing: 
awe have not ſo much as heard whether there be any 
Holy-Ghoſt. As if any Chriſtian convert could 
be ſo ignorant as not to have heard of the Holy 


Spirit of God. The meaning of the words is 


plainly this. As the Apoſtles were baptized 


with the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt ; 
ſoit pleaſed God to endue others who were bap- 


tized by the Apoſtles with ſome viſible gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch as ſpeaking with tongues, 
propheſying, &c. Now the diſciples meant 
only, that they did not know that the Holy 
Spirit had been ſo given. They had not re- 
ceived ſuch gifts themſelves; nor heard that they 
had been given to others. Some have tranſlated 


theſe words thus; we have not heard whether 


any do receive the Holy Ghoje. 


Acrs xix. 24. 


Sbrines mean the places where the bodies of 
ſaints are buried; or the cheſts which contain 


thoſe bodies. The Greek word here means 


temples or chapels; ſmall they muſt needs be, 


becauſe the text ſays they were made of ſilver. 
They probably contained little images of the 
— goddeſs 
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I ſeems o have Wen cage to ura th 
8 Ve 
| Aers XX 3. in 
8 25 Brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, is an ex- . 
| preſſion taken from the form of the Jewiſh 5. 
1 ſchools; the ſeats or benches whereof were ſo 
Fa contrived, that the ſcholars ſat underneath the 2 
4 deſłk of the Rabbi, or n and e A 

a his ras | 5 

1 ne Romans . 
wo” nete St. Paul ſays, we are 71 ified by faith » 
—_—; he means to exclude works, that is, deeds of 2 
— the law, ſuch as circumciſion, ſacrifices, purifi- 50 
=_  , cation, &c, and ſometimes expreſſes himfelf ſo, ; 
1 as Romans it. 28. bit never good works.: tor of 15 
theſe he fays, we are created in Chri/t Jeſus, unto h 
good works, which God hath before ordained, that bs 
woe fould walk in them. Eph. it, 9. The 9 
firſt word of this verſe ſhews that it belongs to 0 
the former chapter; and relates to the wor- of 4 
the law; which St. Paul proves to be unneceſſary, | 
: byAbrahanr $ ns e chem. 8 
; Rouaxs vs 3 mite 

This verſe was more eaſy to be underſtood by : 
the vulgar Jews, than by us: for they well F 


knew that there was à ſect of men, whom they 
called T fe - od that 1, 8 men, perſons 
© _ who 


, 10t- } | 
ord- who were very juſt and righteous, and fulfilled 
reſs the law to a tittle. There was likewiſe another 
ſect of men called Chaſedim, or good men, who 
valued themſelves in going beyond this, in be- 
ing holy above what the law required. Theſe. 
were much beloved by the people; ſo that they 
iſh would be ready to die for one of them. St. 
6 Paul alludes to theſe when he ſays, ſcarcely for 


= a righteous man would one die, yet for a good man 
ty ſome could even dare to die. | 

Romans 1X. Zo | | 

St. Paul's wiſh to be accurſed from Chriſ has 

* employed the minds of many ſerious Chriſtians: 


of it could not poſſibly be, that ſo holy a perſon 
| could wiſh himſelf ſeparated from Chriſt, who 
-o BF {35 of himſelf, in another place, that he bad a | 

c a:fire to deport, and be with Chriſt. The word 


he tranſlated accurſed means devoted to deſtruction, 
To or death, and, inſtead of from Chriſt, ſome read, 
5 after the example of Chriſt. Others, for the ſake 
50 of Chriſt, that is, St. Paul would with to die as 
N Chriſt did, to promote the ſpiritual happineſs of 
„ his countrymen. e — 


ROMANS ix. 31. | 


The law of R ghteoujneſs certainly means 
by here, 7he righteouſneſs of be law, the order of 
the words being changed or tranſpoſed, as a 
little attention to what there follows will ſhew. 


1 Cor 


(Cit 5 9 


1 Con. vi. 31. 


Even an ordinary reader may perceive, that 
there is ſomething amiſs in this tranſlation; 
ting this world, as not abuſing it. The preceding 
words ſhew the ſenſe to be, as not usING it; or 
as though they uſed it not. The reaſon given 
for this is, the faſbion of the world paſſeth away; 
ſomething like a ſcene in a play, where all 
things appear what they really are not: there. 
fore they that rejoice ſhould be as though they re- 
Joiced not. Chriſtians ſhould be temperate in 
all things ; uſing the things of the world with 
great maderation, or as though they uſed them 
I COR. xi. 4, 5, 6. 

The men of Corinth, according to the cuſtom 
of the Greeks, wore long hair; and in their pub- 
he aſſeinblies prayed to God with their heads 
covered. St. Paul rectifies this error, and ſays, 
every man praying or propheſying with his head 
covered, diſhonoureth his head, that is, Chriſt his 
head, not diſhonoureth his own head, by co- 
vering it; if he did, it ſhould never be covered. 
Every woman praying or propheſying with her head 
uncoveread, diſhonoureth her head, that is, Chriſt 
her head ; or as others ſay man her head, whoſe 
glory the is. In the next verſe he ſays, if a 7W0- 
man be not covered let her be ſborn: but it is a 


ſhame for a woman to be ſporn or ſhaven ; for that 
| fn Was 


/ 


C ng 


was 2 token either of whoredom, or deep 


mourning ; therefore let her be covered, or veiled. 


1 Cok. XV. 29. 


Some think that to be baptized for the dead 
| ſhould be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe as Ro- 


mans vi. 3. As many as are baptized into Feſus 
Chriſt, are baptiſed into his death. Others ſay 
it ſhould be over the dead, that is, over the 
graves of the martyrs, in token of being ready 


to follow them. Others reaſon thus : who would 


be ſo weak as to be baptized into the faith of a 


reſurrection, that give themſelves up for eter- 
nally dead after this life? It may alſo mean to 


be baptized in the place or ſtead of one that died 
before he was baptized, or elſe upon confeſſing 
the article of the reſurrection; which laſt ſeems 
moſt probable. 9 


This verſe is wrong pointed in our Engliſh 


tranſlation. It ought to be read thus: zf, after 


the manner of men, I have fought with beaſts at 
Epheſus, what advantageth it me If the dead 


riſe not, let us eat and drink ; for to-morrow we 
die. Thus moſt of the ancient copies divide" 


the verſe; and the preſent way of pointing it 


is of no authority. 


| | - 1 Co. Xvi. 22. 
Anathema, Maran-atha, are words not to be 


underſtood by common readers. The firſt 
8 =: 
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means accurſed; or devoted to deſtruction: the 
other ſignifies, the Lord cometh. The meaning 


of the latter expreſſion may be this : The Jews 
had not the power of life and death: but when 
a perſon had committed a crime for which by 
their law he ought to die, and the Romans 


would not permit them to puniſh him with 


death ; they then pronounced ſentence againft 


ſuch a man, expecting that God would inflict a 


uniſhment on him fimiliar to what was pre- 
{cribed by their law: therefore it is ſaid, the 
Lord cometh, or will come to execute ſuch 


judgement. This was likewiſe conſidered by the 
Jews as the greateſt curſe. 


2 Con. xiii. 5. 


That Jeſus Chriſt is in you, that is, among you. 


The ſenſe will be reſolved into this queſtion 


and anſwer : Know ye not, by miracles and 


preaching, that Jeſus Chriſt is among you? This 


by way of queſtion ; for ſo it is in the Greek. 
Then, by way of anſwer; except ye be repro- 


Bates, that is, ye are hardened, inſenſible 
creatures, or void of judgement, if ye do nor. 


PHILIP. ii. 6, 7. 


From thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of Chriſt 
as @ man, ſome are ſo unreaſonable as to con- 
clude that he was nothing more than a mere 
man; and ſo deny his divinity. Others, on the 
contrary, from thoſe texts which ſpeak of him 

7 as 


Cu 
as God, do as fooliſhly deny his humanity. Theſe 
verſes prove that Chriſt was God in our human 
nature: for, as his being in the form of a ſervant 
ſignified that he was ſuch in reality; ſo, his be- 
ing in the form of God muſt fignity, that he is 
really and truly God. ” 


2D 11M. 1. 15. 


The common expoſition of this place, namely, 
that St. Paul acknowledges himſelf the greateſt 
of finners, becauſe he ſays, of whom 1 am chief, 
is not agreeable to truth, piety, or good ſenſe. 
At the time he ſpoke thefe words, he was not a 
ſinner, but a choſen veſſel ; and not inferior to any 
of the Apojtles. His meaning is, that he was one 

of the fir? of thoſe finners Jeſus Chriſt did ſave. 
As if he had ſaid, among thoſe that are ſaved 
by Chriſt, I am one of the firſt. IE 


2 TIM. iv. 14. 


St. Paul, ſpeaking of the evil done by Alex 
ander, adds; the Lord reward him according to 
his works. This ſeems to 1mply an evil with 
toward him : but ſeveral verfions, and many of 
the fathers, read, il reward him. This affords 
a ſufficient anſwer to the difficulty. All the an- 
cients note that this is only a prophecy ; and one 
very well becoming an Apoſtle. 1 


HEBREWS Vil. 3. 


Such an account as this, of Melchiſedec being 
tea heul Father or Mother, cannot naturally be 
OY : given 


N 
given of any man. It may mean that he was 
without Father or Mother of any prie/iy order. 
The next words likewiſe, which in Engliſh 
might have explained the former, require ſome 
explanation; namely, without deſcent ; that is, 
without a regiſter or catalogue of his deſcent : 
or, as it is in the Greek, without any genealogy, or 
Pedigree. The Jews, and other ancient nations, 
commonly called all perſons, whoſe pedigrees 
were obſcure or loſt, fatherleſs and motherleſs. 
The ſame interpretation may alſo be given of the 
following expreſſions, having neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life, that is, not recorded in 
Seripture: for nothing is there ſaid of the be- 
| ginning or end of his life. 


HEBREwS XIi. 16. 


Eau is here called à profane perſon ; Shave 
for deſpiſing the chief-prieſthood, which was 
the office and privilege of the eldeſt of the family; 
or elſe for ſlighting the ſolemn prayers and 
bleſſings of his father, with which the birth- 
Tight of the elder ſon was confirmed to him. 
But the true notion of his profaneneſs appears 
from his hiſtory, Geneſis xxv. 32. He did eat 


and arink, and roſe up and went his way, that is, 
 } careleſs and unconcerned. 


Jams i 1 . 


When St. James lays, whoſoever ſhall keep the 
whole 48 and * EY in one point, be is guilty 
CW 
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of all; he is ſuppoſed to have reſpect to waat he 
calls the royal law, or the loving our neighbour 
as ourſelves, and to mean, that he who offends 
his neighbour by one act of uncharitableneſs, is 
as guilty of breaking this law, as if he had 
tranſgreſſed in every other. St. James's words 
may full as well be underſtood of the moral law . 
or ten commandments: not that he ſays, whoſo 
breaks one of theſe will be puniſhed as ſeverely 
as he who offends in all; but that the man, who 


allows himſelf to live in the wilful breach of any 
one of them, gives a ſtrong proof that he does 
not obſerve the reſt out of any regard to God, 


but becauſe they are leſs difagreeable to him; 
otherwiſe, he would obſerve one as well as ano- 
ther, for they are all enforced by the ſame au- 
thority. 


James ii. 13. 


Mercy is here put for the merciful man; as 
circumciſion is put for the circumciſed perſon, in Ro- 


mans ii. 26, 27. Rejoiceth againſt judgement, may 


be, triumphs over condemnation, So the ſenſe 
will be; the merciful man triumphs at his 
e or at his tryal. 


I Episr. St. JOAN. ili. 6. 


It ſeems from the latter part of this verſe, 
that we are obliged to be abſolutely perfect in 
holineſs ; and that the leaſt fin committed by a 


Chriſtian ſhuts him out of the kingdom of 
13 Heaven. 


Cum 


Heaven. This is not indeed to be taken fo 


ſtrictly ; for it would be contrary to ſeveral pla- 
ces of Scripture, and even to the words of this 
Epiſtle. F we confeſs our fins, God is faithful 
and juſt to forgive us our fins; chap. i. verſe . 
and, if any man fin, we have an advocate with 
'zhe father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, and he is the 
 propitiation for our fins. Chap. ii. verſe 1. 2. 
The truth is; whoſoever allows himſelf in any 
known ſin, . dies without repentance, abideth 


not in Chriſt, is in the ſame condition as if 


he had ao? ſeen Chriſt, neither known him. 


1 JohN iii. 16. 
The words; of God; are not in the Greek. 


The text is, hereby zwe have experienced love: 


that is, the greateſt love, brcauſe be, namely 
Chriſt, laid 3280 his life for us. 


= Jous vi 2. 


Both. St. John” s argument, and the foregoing 
verſe, plainly ſhew that theſe words are tranſ- 
poſed. The reading ſhould be; By this ve 


know that we love Goa, coben We love the children 


of God. 


Jos : verſe 7. 


Eternal jire, ſometimes, i in the New „ 
means the fire of Hell, which cannot here relate 
to the inhabitants of Sodom, becauſe no human 
ſouls yet ſuffer tliat puniſliment. The wicked 


Angels 


_ CT as 
Angels are reſerved in everlaſting chains under 
darkneſs unto the judgement of the great day, verſe 
6. It rather refers to the cities, and the valley 
where they ſtood, which were overflowed with 
ſomething ſo inflammable, that it continued 
burning, in ſome degree, till after the Apoſtles 
days. Hence St. Jude ſays, theſe cities ſuffered 
the vengeance of eternal fire; or fire that laſted 
from generation to generation : which might 
well be ſaid, as it was then burning, and had 
continued ſo near two thouſand years, 


REVELATIONS Vi. 6. . 


It may ſeem to an Engliſh reader, that 4 
meaſure of wheat for a penny is a deſcription 
of great plenty; but here it means the con- 
trary. A penny was the daily ꝛwages of a la- 
bourer, Matthew xx. 2. and was about ſeven 
pence halfpenny of our money. A meaſure, 
in this verſe, means, the quantity that was 
allowed to a ſlave for his daily food. If ſuch 
a meaſure of wheat was worth a labourer's 
daily wages, corn muſt needs bear a very 
high price. What would become of a family, 
if a man's wages would only provide bread for 
his own ſubſiſtence ? 


TEXTS WRESTED OR PER- 
E 


GENESIS iv. 19. 


H E example of Lamech, who had two 
wives, has amongſt others in the Old Teſ- 
tament been produced to prove that cuſtom al- 
lowable now. This is the only inſtance before 
the Flood, and this is not mentioned to the cre- 
dit of Lamech, nor with approbation, nor as 
a thing uſual. Our Saviour intimates the 
contrary, when he ſays, Moſes, becauſe of the 
hardneſs of your heart, ſuffered you to put away 
your wives ; but from the beginning it was not ſo, 
Matt. xix. 8. The Jewiſh law was indeed fa- 
vourable to this practice, yet one of the Pro- 
phets declares himſelf expreſsly againſt it, 
Malachi 11. 15, 16, Take heed, and let none deal 
zreacherouſly againft the wife of bis youth, 1 3 
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Lord the God of Iſrael ſaith, he hateth putting 
away. Whatever liberty was allowed formerly, 
the Chriſtian rule is, to avoid fornication, let 
every man have bis own wife, and let every Wo- 
man have her own huſband, 7 A 


GkxEs Is v. 27. 


From the extraordinary length of Methu- 
ſelah's life, and of the other perſons mentioned 
in this chapter, ſome have contended that 
their years were only months. Such an in- 
terpretation muſt create greater difficulties : as, 
that ſome of them muſt have had children at 
five years old, See verſe xv. 21. Moſes ſays, 
that in the Flood the Ark reſted on the 171h day 
of the 7th month, Geneſis viii. 4. and on the firſt 
day of the 10th month, the tops of the mountains 
were ſeen, verſe 5. So that then ſeveral days 
were required to make a month, and ſeveral 
months, to make a year : and therefore their 
years were not months, but a ſpace of time nearly 
equal to our years. Good reaſons may be 
aſſigned for their long lives, as, for the quicker 
peoplingthenew World, and for preſervingreligion 
by their mouths, when writing was not known, 


| NUMBERS viii. 10. 


This text hath been perverted to countenance 
the election of miniſters by the people, as if 
the people ordained the Levites by the impoſition 
of their hands; whereas this laying on of their” 


hands was becauſe the Levites were to be in the 
or place 


C 122 I 


place of a / 1-offering for the whole congregation, 


verſe 19. The children of Iſrael therefore tranſ. 


| ferred their fin upon the Levites by laying 


their hands upon chem; and then the Levites 


transferred their tn upon the beaſts, by laying 
their hands upon them, (not ſurely to ordain 
the beaſts, but) that they ſhould be an atone- 


ment for them. 
DEUTERON. XV111, 10. 12. 

An obſervation of Times is declared an abo- 
mination to the Lord, and was one of thoſe pro- 
vocations for which the Gentiles were driven 
out of the land of Canaan. The Times and days 
which the Heathens obſerved were, either 
thoſe dedicated to their falſe Gods, or elſe ſuch 

as they thought lucky or unlucky days. This 
cannot extend to ſuch as Chriſtians now obſerve 


for religious worſhip, as Fafts, or Feaſts; for all 
nations "uſed Faſting; and as to feaſts, God him- 


ſelf appointed the obſervation of three of them, 


Deut. xvi. 16. and our Saviour kept the Fea/? of 
the Dedication of the Church, John x. 22. which 
was ſuch as our pariſh fealts are at this day. 


2 Caron. 3 xv. 12. 


The Jews did well to enter into a covenant, 
that whoſoever cheuld not ſeek the Lord, ſhould be 
put to death, becauſe this was reviving an ex- 
preſs law. Deut. xvii. 5. Yet this ought not 


to be brought as an exam pe for putting to death 
| "Nw, 


( 


Chriſtians, who diſſent from one another in 
ſome particular points, becauſe Chriſtians all 


worſhip the ſame God. The Spirit of che Goſ- 
pel alſo is different from that of the jewiſh law, 
as our Saviour has declared. Luke ix. 55. 


Jos vii. I. Jos XIV. 3. 


From theſe words of Job, Is there not an ap- 


pointed time to man upon earth ? his days are de- 
termined, an opinion hath been ſpread, that the 
day of every man's death is determined by God 
before he comes into the World. This cannot 
be true, becauſe God has in Scripture repeat- 


edly promiſed long life to the righteous, and 


threatened to ſhorten the years of the wicked. 
Hezekiah, and the Nenevites, had their days 
prolonged, upon their repentance. If this opi- 
nion were true, it could not properly be ſaid of 
the wicked, that they Hall not live out haif their 
days, Pſalm Iv. 25. for let them die ever fo 
ſoon, they muſt have lived all their appointed 
days. Job's words relate to the common period 
of human life in general, which zs determined, 
and called the days or years of man. 


PROVERBS XXX. 19. 


III- diſpoſed men, who ridicule ſerious things, 
abuſe this text. Agur was a virtuous, as well 


as a wiſe man, and therefore, by zhe way of a 


man with a maid, he could intend nothing but 


the way and manner of men, in uſing craity de- 


VICES 


: n " - 


„ 

vices to ſeduce and betray Virgins. This is 
what every good mari 1s innocent of, - 

ECCLESIASTES iii. 19. 
Ho greatly are theſe words of Solomon miſ- 
taken, or rather perverted, that which befalleth 
the ſons of men, befalleth beaſts, as the one dieth, 
ſo dieth the other; as if the final end of both 
were the ſame. Conſider only the foregoing 


and following verſes, and you will perceive 
that Solomon is ſpeaking of the ſtate of men in 


Zhis world, not in the zext; and, to ſhew the va- | 


nity of this life, he ſays, that men ſhall die and 
be turned into duſt, as well as the beaſts. All 
go to one place, that is, the grave, and though, 
when man dieth, his Spzrit /hall return to God, 
and he ſhall be judged, and rewarded according 
to his deeds, chap. Xii. 7. 14. yet none Inow- 
eth the Spirit of a man that goeth upward, &c. 
that is, none can diſcern a man's foul which 


aſcends, or goeth upward, any more than the | 


ſoul of a beat which deſcends or goeth down- 
ward. 
EccLESILASTZSs vii. 16. 
Profane perſons abuſe this precept of Solomon, 


be not rigbteous over much, neither make thyſelf 
over-wiſe ; as if a man could be too righteous, 


or too wiſe. The meaning is, do not pretend 


to ſuch holineſs as you are not capable of, this 
is to be over righteous. Do not invent ſuch 


be Ph... 
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rules, as the Scriptures do not require, this is to 


be over-wiſe. Or it may mean, do not exerciſe 


juſtice too rigourouſly, neither ſet up for a man 
of too great wiſdom; and many think th: 
an exact tranſlation of the words. 


Is ALA lviii. 5. 


Although the Prophet here cautions men 
againſt relying upon the outward formalities of 


faſting ; ſuch as, boring down their head as a 
bulruſh, or putting on ſackcloth ; yet no part of 
this chapter can fairly be ſaid to diſcourage faſting 
itſelf, which has been appointed of God, and 
therefore obſerved by good men in all ages. 


Our Saviour both commands the practice, and 


offers to reward it. Matt. vi. 17. 18. They 
who thus pervert the Prophet's words overlook 
the meaning of them, which is, to diſtinguiſh 
between a counterfeit Faſt and a real one, as ap- 
pears from the verſes immediately following. 


IS ATAH Ixiv. 6. 5 


| Becauſe it is here ſaid, wwe are all as an unclean | 
thing, all our righteouſneſs as filthy rags 3 it has 


been afferted, that good works are not required of 
us by Cod; that we can do no good work ; believe 


and be ſavedis all. That God hath commanded 


good works, no one can doubt, who reads and 
believes the ſcriptures ; ſo frequently are they 
therein required ; and that we may perform them 
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is as clear, for 1 God hath commanded, 


there he hath given power to Perform. 


| JerEmran i IX. 4. Mica vii. 55 


Innocent words have been miſapplied to ſup- 
port horrid doctrines. Such is the caſe of theſe 
prudent cautions of the Prophets, rale ye heed 
every one of his neighbour, and truſt ye not in any 


brother: and again, #ruft. ye not in a friend, 
They have been uſed to countenance fraud and 
cheating, as if every man might, where he could, 


impoſe upon his neighbour, who ſhould be al- 
ways upon his guard, and beware of his friend : 
much contrary to St. Paul's advice, let no man go 
beyond or defraud his brother in any matter ; 
1 Thefs, iv. 6. and our Saviour's noble rule of 
doing to others as we would they ſhould do to us. 


JEREMIAH XVIL. 9. 


This verſehas been ſeparated from the reſt of the 


chapter, and uſed to as ſtrange a purpoſe as one 


can well imagine, namely, to prove, that mer 
are not acquainted with themſelves, but are ſtran- 


gers to their own hearts, whith they cannot know, 
The words relate not to the knowledge of cur 


- 0wn hearts, but the hearts of others. The four 


preceding verſes ſhew the wiſdom of relying 
upon God, and the foily of truſting to men ; 
for they may deceive you ; for this reaſon ; the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and defjper ztely 
wicked, Who can know it ? 


JEREMIAH 


l 


JEREM! AH viii. 6. Ry 


The compariſon of a potter does not ſignify 
that God created men on purpoſe to deſtroy 
them, or make them miſerable at his pleaſure; 


but is meant to ſhew the Jews, that they were 


in the hands of God; and that he was able to pu- 
niſn them, and then reſtore them again, like as a 
potter, who thinking to make a good veſſel, 
and nor ſucceeding, might break it, and make 


another of the ſame clay, verſe 4. Thus God 


himſelf explains it, verſe 8. g. when he ſays 
that, if a nation which he had purpoſed to deſtroy, 
turned from its iniquity, he would not deſtroy it: 
and if a nation, which he had been determined to 
bleſs, did not hearken to his voice, he would repent 
of the geod wherewith he ſaid be woulg benefit 
em. | 


JoEL ii. 28. 
It has been alledged from hence, that though, 


under the law of Moſes, people were 10 learn the 


law from the mouth of the prieſt, yet now, under 


the Goſpel, God hath ſo plentifully poured out 


his Spirit upon all, that every believer is enabled 
to propheſy or preach. The Prophet Joel does 
not here ſpeak of the power given by Chriſt to 
his Apoſtles, and ſucceſſors, to preach, and 
adminiſter his ſacraments only, but of the 
extraordinary gift of tongues and other mizacles;z 
and ſo St. Peter explains theſe words in Acts ii. 

2 „5 15. 


(ws) 
"TM This text does not prove that all ould be 
teachers, but that Chriſtian teachers, and their 


diſciples, ſhould have more knowledge than 
men 1 had under the law. 


Awos vii. 14. 


This Prophet was an herdſman, and ſome of 
the Apoſtles were fiſhermen : therefore ſome | 
would conclude, that even the moſt ignorant - 
and lowelt of the people may perform any mi- 
niſterial office. It is a great miſtake to think 
that the Apoſtles were ſuch very mean perſons: 
and if they had been fo, they, as well as Ames, 
had a particular call from God, and could 
prove that call by working miracles. Could 
any man do ſo now, it might gain him ſome 
credit; though we are told, that God who at un- 
dry times, and in divers manners, ſpake in time 

paſt unto the fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe 
709 days ſpoken unto us by his fon. Heb. 1. 2. 
This ſhews, that we are not to look for mira- 
cles, but make ule of the EL means. 
Age} Ill. 11. 

Manifeſtly are theſe words of the Prophet 
Micah wreſted, to accuſe the Clergy, that the 
prieſts teach for hire, and who are therefore 
ſcornfully called Hirelings. The Prophet faid 
not this of the Jewiſh prieſts, becauſe they had 8 
maintenance, for that God himfelf allotted 
them, and a very large one too; but r 

3 * 


E 


of 


me | 
ant 1 


Nl- 
nk 
8: 
05, 
11d 
Id 


ty - — 


) 


1 ( 129 ) 
for hire, they dared to teach what God had not 
appointed them; but what beſt pleaſed the 


people, and for money ſoothed them in their 


ſins. Chap. ii. 11. St Paul faith, bey which 


preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 


ix. 14. and our Saviour pronounces the labourer 
zo he worthy of his hire. Luke x. 7. EY 


MALACHI i. 2, 3. 


Jacob have T loved, and Eſau have I hated, is 
a paſlage not rightly underſtood, when applied 


to the doctrine of Predeſtination. The. word 
hated does not here bear the meaning we uſually 
give it; but ſignifies only, a leſs degree of re- 
gard, as when Leah is ſaid to be hated of Jacob, 
Gen. xxix. 3 1. it is explained, in the verſe before, 
thus: Jacob loved Rachael more than Leah. 
The original prophecy is in Gen. xxv. 23. The 


elder ſhall ſerve the younger, that is, the elder 


people ; not the elder Brother. It did not re- 
ſpect the per/ons of Jacob and Eſau, bur Heir 
poſterity : for in themſelves it was far from being 


fulfilled, fince Eſau was a powerful prince, 


while his brother was only a ſhepherd for hire. 


Marr. v. 34 


The Quakers greatly miſtake in denying the 
lawfulneſs of ſolemn oaths, and pervert the 
meaning of this text; and that of St. James v. 
12. both of which relate only to vain and raſh 
oaths, uſed in common-converſation : pate 
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when men ſwore by Heaven, by the Earth, or 
any of God's creatures. It is very plain that 


God hath commanded men to ſwear by his Name, 


upon a proper occaſion, Deut. x. 20. and the 


Prophet Jeremiah has given directions in what 
manner a ſolemn Oath i is to be men. Chap. 
iv. Ze | | | 


Marr. x vi. 9. 


The notion that the Lord's Prayer is only a 4 
pattern or directory, is founded on ignorance 
of the Greek tongue. Had the Greek word 
been properly tranflated, thus pray ye, or, ye 
Pall thus pray; there would have been no dif- 
pute about it. In Luke xi. 2. there is no li- 


berty left men to uſe this form or not, as they 


F — — — 


pleaſe: but they are poſitively required, hen 


they pray, to ſay, Our cs which art in 4 25 5 


& c. &c. 


Marr. Vit. I 15, 16. 


Many would perſuade us, that, by the words, 
Te ſhall know them by their fruits, our Saviour 


would have us judge of falſe Prophets by the 


goodneſs or badneſs of their lives and actions. 


This is not his meaning; for, we are told, ſuch 
will be ſure to appear outwardly good in order 


to deceive. St. Paul alſo ſpeaks of ſome who 
ſhould transform themſelves into the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 13. By fruits therefore are 


to be underſtood the l and ects of 


their 
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their doctrines. Neither does ſheep? s cloathny 
here mean innocency, but the garb or dreſs of 4 
Prophet, Which was an outward robe of hair, or 


fur. As if our Saviour had faid ; they will come 


to you in the dreſs and habit of priefts ; but their 
falſe doctrines are as deſtructive to the ſouls of 


men, as ravenous wolves are to their bodies. 


Marr. xv. . 


When this text is applied to the ordinances of 


dur Church, it is greatly miſunderſtood : for 
our Saviour ſpeaks only againſt ſuch traditions, 
or commandments of men, 45 tranjoreſs the com- 


mands of God, verſe 3. and make the commandments 


of God of none effect, verſe 6. Chriſt no where 


forbids us to obſerve ſuch commandments of 


men as do not tranſgreſs the law of God. 
Marr. xix. 21. 

Since our Saviour requires the young man to 
ſell his eftate, and give the money to the poor; we 
may be ſure it was a particular dommand to 
him, (perhaps to convince him of his inſince- 
rity), and not a precept common to all Chriſ- 


tians. There were many rich men in the 
Church ; as appears from 1 Tim, vi. 17. James 


4.10. and ii. 2. Chriſt does not mention it as 
a thing abſolutely neceſſary to his being a good 


man. He might have went away ſatisfied with 
our Lord's firſt anſwer. by 
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Marr. xxli. T6 


Much depends upon. a right underſtanding of 
theſe words, many are called, but few choſen of 
which certainly mean nothing more than the 


a 
1 
3 
A 


calling of men to embrace the Chriſtian religion, | 


and the chu/ing of ſuch to enjoy the rewards of 
it as ſhall perform the conditions which the 
Goſpel requires. This the New Teſtament 
every where declares ; whoſvever will repent and 
believe the Goſpel, ſhall be Javed, and whoſoever 
will not, ſhall go into everlaſting fire. The pu- 
niſhment of the man, caft into outer darkneſs, 
was not from any decree of God, that He ſhould | 
be refuſed, and the re/? admitted; but the reaſon | 
is declared to be, becauſe he had not on a wed- 
ding garment, that is, he did not take care to 
cloth himſelf as beca me the occaſion. 


Marr. xiii. 23. 25. 


In theſe, and other verſes of this Chapter, 
woes are pronounced againſt the Scribes and 
Phariſees together; whence ſome conclude, that 
all Scribes were Phariſees, and equally guilty with 
them, which was not the caſe. Scribe was not the 
name of a Se, but an. office; and ſome of the 
Scribes were of the ſect of the Sadduces. In ſome 
Greek Teſtaments, the word for and, between 
Scribes and Phariſees, is omitted, therefore in 
them the ſenſe 1 is, Moe to you Series Phariſees, 
Hypocrites, chat is, WY unto your Scribes that 
are 


{ 


er, 
ind 
hat 
ith 
the 
the 
me 
een 
> 1N 
ees, 
hat 
are 


7 ( 4-3 = 
are of the ſect of the Phariſees, ye Hypocrites, 


This ſeems clear from the 11th Chapter of St. 
Luke, where the ſame woes are pronounced 


againſt the Phariſees only. 
Marr. xxvi. 20. 


An indecent and ſlovenly practice of /itting at 


the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper has been 


perverſely introduced in ſome congregations, 
becauſe it is here ſaid, Jeſus ſat down with tbe 
zwelve ; when, in truth, he did not it, bur lay 
or leaned. Had it been properly tranſlated, lay 
down, the common people would have been ig- 


norant of the meaning of the expreſſion, which 


is this: it was not the cuſtom of thoſe times, 
or countries, to /it down to eat, as we do, but to 


lay down or lean on beds and couches, reſting on 


one elbow, and eating with the other hand. — 
This holy ſacrament is the higheſt act of devo- 
tion we are capable of upon carth ; and there- 
fore ſhould be received in the humbleſt poſture, 
and, as our Church directs, mee#!y kueeling upon 
our RNees. | - | 


Marr. xxvi. 26. 
When our Saviour ſaid, this is my body, he 


could not mean, that the bread he was then 


breaking was his real, natural body, which 


was at that time alive and whole, before his 


Apoſtles eyes; but figuratively, ſacramentally, 
and in repreſentation ſo. The Paſſover of the 
K 3 Jews 
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Jews was a ſacrament, obſerved i in remembranee 
of the deſtroying Angel's paſſing over the houſes 
of the Iſraelites; yet the /amb itſelf which was 
ſacrificed, is called he paſſover, Exod. xli. 11. 


that is, a remembrance of what was done at the 


firſt paſſover. So Chriſt's words fignify, and 
his actions repreſent what was done at his 
death. If this bread be ſacramentally eaten, as 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have directed, it will, in 


effect, become 138 real N to all faithful 
Chriſtians. 


Becauſe reaching is hare: ſer 1 baptizing, 
ſome have pretended that children ſhould not be 


\ baptized till they are old enough to be taught. 


But if the placing of the words be any argu- 
ment againſt baptizing firſt, we may produce 


the _ againſt teaching firſt ; for in St. Mark 
i. 4. the word baptize is ſet before the word 
teach] Certainly perſons of years ſhould be in- 


ſtructed before baptiſm; but infants may be 
baptized-as ſoon as born : for they may receive 
the ſignof thecovenant with God, as well as Jewiſh 
children did circumciſion at eight ay old. 


"Mans * 


The cleareſt expreſſions are not ſufficient to 
convince prejudiced minds. Suffer little children 


to come unto me, Is pretended to mean, not chil- 
dren in years, but children in underſfianding. The 


next verſe explains this, It is there ſaid, Chriſt 7% | 
| | them 


1 
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them up in his arms; Which is not uſually done 
to men, but children. Beſides, the Greek word 


ſignifies children under four years old. 


LUKE xiv. 23. 


Perſecution has becn made uſe of in Religion, 
from miſapplying theſe words, compel! 1vem to 
come in, which only mean, uſe ſtrong and preſ- 
ſing invitations, ſuch has can hardly be Nee 
In this ſenſe the word conſtrained is uſed, chap. 
xxiv. 29, where the diſciples uſed no violence : 
they only earneſtly intreated our Lord to ſtay 
with them, and he did ſo. Our Saviour never 
uſed force, but ſaid, 1F any man will come after 
me, let him deny himſelf. Matt. xvi. 24. IF thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments, 19, 


71 ” SN 
Joux! ili. 5. 1 
Eee theſe plain words of Chriſt have been 


perverted, Except a man be born of water, and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


It has been ſaid, that the word man here means 
a man grown, and not a child, which is by no 


means true, for the original word fignifies any 
one, or any perſon, man, woman, or child. We 
need no other language than our own to under- 
ſtand this expreſſion, When it is ſaid, zohat 
man is he that liveth and ſoall not ſee death, Pſalm 
IXXxIix. 48. and, daten aman's ways pleaſe the Lord, 
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he maketh his enemies to be at peace with him, 
Prov. xvi. 17; there is no one but thinks the 


word man means any perſon, male or female, 


Joung or old. 
» 
Jou xiv. 28. 
A man muſt be wilfully blind not to ſee the 
two natures of God and man in the perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt. In reſpect of his human nature 
only, it is that he ſays, my Father is greater than 
I. His divine nature, wherein he is equal with 
God the F ather, 1s aſſerted in theſe words of St. 
John, chap. i. 1. In the beginning was the 
word (or Chriſt), and the word was with God, 
and the word was God. Theſe two texts, put 


together, plainly prove that Jeſus LOS is per- 


fett God and ach ect man. 


| Jonn xvii. 36, 


Tt is a hf ſtrange - concluſion from theſe 
words, thar no Chriſtian ought to reign ds a king, 
er be a governor or magiſirate. The meaning of 


our Saviour is, that, though he be à king, and 
| bath a name, king of kings, and lord of lords, 


Rev. xix. 163 yet he beareth not a temporal 


ſceptre, but hath a ſpiritual kingdom, ruling 


in the hearts of the faithful. The Chriſtian 
religion was intended to make no alteration in 
the temporal government of the world. St. 
Paul's direction (1 Cor. vii. 20.) is, Let every 


wan abide in the ſame calling wherein he v 
3 called; 


Le 


ſuch offices. 


5 


called; therefore kings and magiſtrates, being 
converted to Chriſtianity, may well continue in 


ACTS ii. 44. 


Me muſt not imagine that Chriſtians have no 


property in their eſtates, becauſe it is ſaid, believers 
had all things common. This community of goods 
was not commanded by the Apoſtles ; but all 


was freely given by the rich. Nor did all men 
ſo ſell their effects, but might and did lawful- 


ly retain them ; as we ſee, Chap. v. 4. St. 
Peter alſo, after he was called to the apoſtleſhip, 


had at leaſt a houſe into which Chriſt entered, 
to heal his wife's mother. Matt. viii. 14. 


Aers vi. 3. 


Here is nothing that favours the power of 
the laity, or the common people at large, in 
chuſing perſons to perform ſacred offices: for 


though the choice of theſe ſeven was committed 


to them; yet it was done by the appointment 
of the Apoſtles themſelves; who particularly 


mentioned the number and qualifications of 
the perſons to be choſen, and who reſerved to 
themſelves their appointment to this office, by 
laying on of their hands, verſe 6. This text is, 


in many of our Bibles, very falſely rendered : 
For, from the year 1638 to 1660, and in ſome 


fince, it is printed, YE may appoint, thereby de- 
| EE. - 
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h 
volving the power of ordination | into che hands 
ot che laity : | 

Acrs X. 35- 

St. Peter's words, In every nation, fe that 
feareth Ged aud worketh righteouſneſs is accepted 
with him, have heen urged to prove, that it 
Higniſies little what religion a man is of, provided 
e lives according to that which he profeſſes : 
which is very far from his meaning. For if 
it be true that all ways of religious worſhip are 
equally good; what need was there of an get's 

being ſent to Cornelius to convert him! St. 

Peter meant to ſhew the Jews, that they were 
not the only people of God ;. but that good men 
of every nation ſhould be favoured with the 
knowledge of the Goſpel. Devout men muſt 
not now expect an Angel to point out their mil - 

takes ; but learn, from the hiſtory of Cornelius, 
of what grear confequence it is to be right in 
their dellpion. 


ors xili. 48. 


Th words, ordained 10 eternal life, have 
beer” miſunderſtood to mean that ſuch as did 
Hot believe the Goſpel, it was not their fault, 
becauſe they were not ordained to it. The truth 
is, the word, here tranſlated ordained to, ſigni- 
fies no more than prepared, or diſpoſed for, eter- 
nal life: and the meaning is, they that were well 
df} poſed, readily embraced the 9 when it 
was 


e 1 
was preached ; while they that hated knowledge, 
and would not chuſe the fear of the Lord, 
would not, could not believe, and conſequently 
could not be ſaved. , 


Romans ix. 20. 


We muſt not infer from this text, that God is ar- 
bitrary; or that his will is his only law: for in 
all caſes that can be put, which are contrary to 
juſtice and goodneſs, theſe words, aay but O 
man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God, are 
weak and trifling. But they may well be ap- 
plied to ſuch queſtions as theſe : Why does God 
reveal his will to ſome nations, and not to others? 
Why does He not make all the World Chriſ- 


tians ? Why has He not made all Creatures of the | 


higheſt order? In all theſe things there is no- 
thing contrary to juſtice ; becauſe they are all 
favours, with his creatures haye no right to 
claim, This verſe, and the whole chapter, relate 
to God's dealing with nations and kingdoms, and 
not to particular perſons, eſpecially as to deter- 
mining their eternal happineſs or miſery, with- 
out any regard to their actions. 

1 Cok ix TH. xv. 30. 


F 


It is a ſtrange perverſion of words to under- 
ſtand this long and beautiful deſcription of the 
reſurrection of the body in a ſpiritual ſenſe 
only, becauſe St. Paul ſays, Fl:ſh and Blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God: for it is cn 

| that 


( 140 ) 
that he all the while means, the real body of 
man, which he declares cannot enter into Hea- 
ven 1n 1ts preſent corruptible ſtate, as it is in 
this life; but /hail be changed, and the dead: ſhall 
be raiſed incorruplible, and the ſame Lops -ai0ad 
Body ſhall put on  Encorruption. 


GALATIANS iv. 10. 


St. Paul reproaches the Galatians, for 8 
ing days, and months, and times, and years, 
Theſe were the days and times formerly. ob- 

ſerved by the Jews, but aboliſhed and taken 
away by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; yet the juda- 
izing Chriſtians endeavoured to impoſe them 
upon the Galatians as neceſſary to ſalvation. 
This no way concerns ſuch an obſervation | of 
days as Chriſtians now uſe. 1 


3 v. 1 
274 liberty, which the 1 directs the 


Church to „and faſt in, is not, as many fancy, a 
, liberty of chuſing what 1eligion they pleaſe ; 
and refuſing ſubjection to the governors of the 
Church ; but a freedom from the yoke of the 
old Lewktical law, as circumciſion, ſacrifices, 
and many coſtly rites and ceremonies. 


PHILIP. Lk 1 Tim. 73 1 
It is ſuppoſed chat in both theſe texts, the 
word Biſbop comprehends the office both of 


Biſhop and Prieſt: from whence ſome falſely 


conclude, | 
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( 1243 ) | thi 
conclude, that there is no difference between ved 
them. It by no means follows that they are one | | bf | 
and the ſame order. Deacons, as well as prieſts, Wt 
are now commonly called mnifters. It does not = 
therefore follow, that they are of the ſame order. 1 
It was never pretended that a Deacon was a Prieſt, f 1 


though the name miniſter is common to both. 


PriLIP. iv. 3. 


1 Mhoſe names are written in the book of life, is 

- | a Jewiſh expreſſion, and does not at all imply 

Þ any abſolute decree, or predeſtination to eter- 

nal lite, but fignifies their being regiſtered in 

that corporation or ſociety where eternal life 

was the privilege, on condition of faith and 

: obedience. It was the cuſtom of the Jews, 

FT Greeks, and Romans, to regiſter the inhabi- 

I tants of cities; and blot out their names again 
as ſoon as they died, : 


CoLLoss. 11. 16. 


Objectors ſtop at the word Holiday, becauſe 
the latter part of the verſe ſhews, that the whole 
makes no more againſt obſerving Holidays, than 
the Sabbath; for it is, let no man judge you in re- 
ſpect of an holiday, or of the new moon, or of the 
Sabbath, There is no command 1n Scripture to 
obſerve the preſent Sabbath: but there is an 
expreſs command to obſerve a feaſt, or Holiday, 
1 Cor. v. 8. Diſſenters obſerve faſts and 
thankſgiving-days, on account of war and peace. 
. 5 _ Surely 


i ( 142 „ 


[Surely that is 'c>/2rving of days, and days of 


far leſs ehnſequence to us than thoſe of the birth 
or death of Jeſus Chriſt, his reſurrection, or 


LGenfon] which are greater bleſſings than the 


greateſt victory, or moſt Hang e. 


T Tazks,. v. 19. 


Who could have thought that theſe words; 


quench not the ſpirit, could have been ſo. wreſted 
as to forbid praying by a form of words in a 


book, as if ſuch a method of praying quenched 


the ſpirit. Our Saviour thought the contrary, 
or he would not have given that form of prayer 
to his diſciples, which we call zhe Lord's prayer. 
It is indeed pretended, that this was to be only 
a 1 1 how to pray: but lee P. 130. Matte 


1 Fukss. . 


Prove all things, hold faft that which 15 find, 


has been miſunderſtood to encourage running 
after various teachers, and ways of religious 


worſhip, under * of trying all religions 
firſt, before they ſettle: 


whereas This relates to 
enquiries into ſpiritual gifts given in thoſe times, 


as propheſying, &c. dc. 


1 Torhv! 111. 2. 12. 


Neither of theſe texts, which require Biſhops 
and Deacons to be the huſband of one wife, do 
forbid ſecond marriages, in caſe of the wives? 


death 


„ 
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death. Nor do they mean that a perſon ſhould 
marry no more than one wife ata time, which is 
not allow'd in any Chriſtian country: but ra- 
ther, that men ſhould not cauſeleſsly put away 
their wives, if they did not pleaſe them, or be- 
cauſe they diſliked them, and marry - others 
while the former were living; which liberty the 
Jews allow'd themſelves, Deut. xxiv. 3. Eccluſ. 


xxv. 26. but Chriſt forbids, Mark x. 11. 


HEBREWS xii. 17. 


To argue from hence, that God will not ac- 
cept of ſincere repentance, is extremely wrong: 
for the Apoſtle does not ſay that Eſau never 
repented fo as to Wan e from God ; 
but, that He found no place of repentance though 
he ſcugbt it carefully with tears; or he could 
not, by his tears, prevail with his Father Iſaac 
to repent, that is, to recal the bleſſing he had 

given to his brother Jacob. 


JAMES v. 12. 


This text is urged to prove that every 183 
of oath is unlawful. Szvear not, neither by Hea- 
den, neither by the Earth, neither by any other 
bath. It might as well have been, neitber by 
any fuch kind of oath. Or the verſe may be read 
without any ſtop after the word not: thus; my 
brethren, ſwear not by Heaven, nor by the Earth. 
Chriſtian ſoldiers took an oath when they en- 

7 | . liſted, 


| 


„ 


liſted, which ſhews that all ſwearing i is not for 
| bidden to Chriſtians. | 


2 PErER i ili. 21. 


It is a poor pretence for diſannulling Bap- 
tiſm, to ſay that it is repreſented by St. Peter, 
as the anſwer of a good conſcience toward God, 
and not the putting away the filth of the fleſh : for 
he only means, that the zzward Baptiſm is to be 
preferred to the outward waſhing. So it was 
under the law. The ortward Circumciſion of the 
fleſp was not the chief thing meant: but the 
inward Circumciſion of the heart; as the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks Romans li. 28, 29. Yet we know 
that the outward form of Circumciſion was to 
be complied with under e t pt 


2 PETER iii. 9. 

There have been ſome ſo obſtinately perverſe, 
as to contend that theſe words, the Lord is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance, are not to be underſtood ge- 

nerally of all, men, but only mean ſome of all 
forts of men, that is, ſome among the Jews, 
ſome among the Gentiles, ſome rich, ſome 
poor. This opinion diſcovers great ignorance 
of language: for the words, all men, muſt al- 
ways 1n- common Janguage ſignify, all men 
againſt whom no exception is intended; and in no 


language whatever can they mean ſome only of 
every 


4 


— 
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every fort: therefore they cannot be ſo Under = 
ſtood in this place. 


1 JohN iii. 9, 


Too much ſtreſs has been laid upon theſe 
words, whoſoever is born of God cannot in : as 
if a man ſhould fancy himſelf ſo high in God's 
favour, as to be ſure that he ſhould never err 
more. They only mean, that ſuch a man can- 
not reconcile himſelf to ſin. Thus we ſay, an 


honeſt man cannot lie, a generous man can- 


not be guilty of a mean action. So alſo, doth 
not commit fin, means, he alloweth not himſelf in 
any ſinful action. 


pens. Xvlii. 4. 
8 John. s words, come out of her my people, that 


ye be not partakers of her fins, are often, though 


raſhly, applied to the forſaking or withdrawing 
from any Chriſtian way of worſhip, becauſe it 
is not exactly agreeable to our notions. It is 


indeed a command to all Chriſtians, to forſake - 


the communion of Idolaters. St. Paul ſays 
much the ſame thing to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 
vi. 17. They lived in the midft of Heathens, 


and were often invited to their Idol Feaſts, at 
which ſome of them did not ſcruple to eat of 


things facrificed to Idols; therefore he _—_— 


touch not the unclean thing, 
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| area i. 8. 


The Trees chuſe a Ring, 


55 this fable Fotham ſignifies to the men of 

Shechem, that the moſt worthy men in Iſrael 
(whom he repreſents by the moſt excellent trees, 
the Olibe, the [ig-tree, and the Vine), had not 
defired any kingly power over them: and his 
farher Gideon had refuſed it when offered to 
him. By the vileſt of ſhrubs, the bramble, ac- 
cepting the offer of the trees to be their king, 
and calling them to put their truſt in its ſhadow, 


he ſhews what a worthleſs choice they had 
made. The ſpeech of the bramble repreſents, 
how fooliſh Abimelech was, in 1magining he 


Woule 


( 147 ) 
ſhould be able to afford them (any more than 
the bramble) the ſhade or protection he had 
promiſed. - The threat of the bramble ſhews the 
cruelty of Abimelech's temper, that he would 
deſtroy the Shechemites, if he found them un- 
faithful. es 1 


2 SAM. Xii. 1. 


The Ewe Lamb. 


The rich man that had many flocks and herds, 
was David, who had many 'wives and concu- 
bines, with whom he ſhould have been content, 
without violating another man's bed. Bath- 
ſheba was very likely the only wife of Uriah, 
here called his only /amb, with whom he was 

perfectly well ſatisfied, and ſhe with him. The 
traveller means David's. ſtraggling appetite, or 
wandering defire ; which may be faid in the 
beginning to be like a traveller, in time becomes 
a gueſt, and at laſt entirely lord and maſter. 
Nathan's reply, thou ari the man, is as much as to 
ſay, thou O King alt the offender, thou art the 
judge, and haſt pronounced a dreadtul ſentence 
againſt thyſelf. 


2 KINGS XIV. 9. 


The Cedar and Thiſtle 


Whether this was the original Parable, or 


whether it refers to anther that was become a 
L 2 common 


= 148 ly. 
common Proverb, or to that of Jot ham before 
mentioned, is uncertain. The thiſtle, a mean, 
vulgar weed, having drawn blood from ſome 
one, became proud, and would be thought 
equal to the Cedar, the nobleſt of trees. In the 
midſt of its pride and arrogance it is trodden 
down and deſtroyed. Such Jeboaſb ſignifies to 
Amaziah would be his fate, if he continued to 
inſult him: and ſuch. really was the fate of that 
King of Judah, and his party. See verſe xii. 13. 


* 


Marr. ä ii. 24. 28 5 


Of the Tares. 
This Parable ſhews plainly, that the wicked- 


955 of men can not be prevented without diſ- 
turbing the order of nature. It is not fit always 
to puniſh ſinners in this life, becauſe of their 
connection with the righteous, who would ne- 
ceſſarily ſuffer by their ruin. It alfo teaches us 
to wait our maſter's time, and be patient, 71// 
the day of our Lord come, when a perfect and 
endleſs ſeparation ſhall: be made: then the 
good ſhall be 3 rewarded, and the 
evil 31885 eternally. 


Marr. xlii. 31. Manx | iv. 31. Luxe xiii. 19. 


07 he Mardi ed. 


The grain of muſtard. ſeed here means the 
Golpel « of Jeſus Chrift, which was to prevail 
againſt 


6 


„ | 
againſt all oppoſition; and from ſmall begin- 
nings ſoon ſpread itſelf through the world, 
and afford to humble and fearful ſouls a com- 
fortable retreat. This Parable may alſo be con- 
ſidered as a Prophecy; and we now ſee the ful- 
filling of it. KK | 

Marr. xili. 45s 


«+ The Pearl of great Price. 


By this and the Parable before it, of à trea- 
ſure hid in a field, is repreſented the great ex- 
cellency of the Chriſtian religion above all things 
in the world: and that it is the greateſt wiſdom to 

part with all that the world can afford, rather 
than it, which is a pearl of fo great price, that 
nothing can compare with it. I is more to be 
defired than gold, yea than much fine gold. 
Palm xv. 10. And Solomon ſays, happy is the 
man that findeth wiſd-m, or religion, and the 
man that getteth underſtanding; for the merchan- 
dize of it is better than the merchandize of filver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold: ſhe is more 
precious than rubies; and all thethings thou canſt de- 
fire are not to be compared unto her. Proverbs 


lh. 13, 44 10 
MATT. xili. 47. 


We Net caft into the Sea. 
By the expreſſion of the kingdom of Heaven, is 


Ggnified, the Geypel of Chrit, with the ſuecels 
| | | L 5 0 


(150; J 
of it. The hinzdom of Heaven is like unto a net 
caſt into the ſea, and which gathered of eve y kind. 
That is, at the firſt publiſhing the Golpel of 
Chriſt, many, both good and bad, pretended | 

to be his diſciples and followers. So in the 
_ Chriſtian Church there will always be ſincere 
_ Chriſtians and hypocrites mixt together: but 


at the laſt day a juſt and eternal difference will . 5 


be made between the righteous and the wicked. 
This Parable, which reſpects the preſent and 
future ſtate of good and bad men, overthrows 
the doctrine of Predeſtination. The good are 
ſaved, only becauſe they are good: and the 
bad rejected, merely becauſe they are bad 


Marr. xvili. 2 = 


The unmerciful Servant. 

Two things are particularly intended by this 
Parable : The method God takes in his dealing 
with mankind, expreſs'd by the king's taking ac- 
count of his ſervants : and, ſecondly, his great 
diſpleaſure againſt thoſe who will not imitate 
his example in forgiving ſuch as have injured 
them, expreſſed by the king's being angry with 
his unmerciful ſervant, The prodigious debt of 
ten thouſand talents (above a million of our mo- 

ney), and the zmpofſivility of paying it, ſhews the 
greatneſs of our offences againſt God, and our 
inability to make him ſatisfaction. The fad 


conſequence of this oy e by the Lord's 
commanding 


. C 156 
commanding the debtor to be ſold, and all that he 
Had, and payment to be made. The great mercy 
of God in forgiving ſin, is ſignified by the 
Lord's being moved with compaſſion to forgive the 
debt; and our duty to be merciful, and the 
conſequence of not being ſo. is ſhewn by what 
followed, he was delivered over 10 the tor- 
mentors. 


8 Marr. XX. 1. 


The Labourers in the Vineyard. 


The houſeholder here means God. The Vine- 
yard, the publication of the Goſpel by Jeſus 
Chriſt. The labourers are all thoſe who pro- 
feſs the Chriſtian religion. The intent of the 
Parable is, to ſhew, that the Gentiles, though 
laſt called, ſhould enjoy as great privileges as 
the jews, who had ſo long been the diſtinguiſhed 
people of God. To them the Goſpel was firſt 
5 and they rejecting it, it was then of- 
ered to the Gentiles, who thankfully accepted 
ir. As to the ſeveral hours mentioned in St. 
Matthew's Goſpel, the third hour means, nine 
_ ociock in the morning : the Auth, twelve at 
noon : the ninth, three in the afternoon: 2 the 
eleventh, five 1n che evening. Some reckon the 
i time here, to mean the ſpace from Adam 
to Noah. The third hour, from Noah to 
Abrabam. The fxth, from Abraham ro Mo- 


ſes. - The ninth, from Moſes to Chriſt. The 
L 4. eleventh, 
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eleventh, from Chriſt to the end of the world. 
Others refer theſe to 9255 different periods of 


| Warr. xi. 33. Manx Xii. 1. Lokk xx. 9. 


The Lord of the va con the Huſbandmen. 


God is here repreſented under the character 
of an Houſebolder, or one who poſſeſſes a Vine- 
yard of his own. The hu/bandmen are the 
Jews. The Vineyard is his church or religion, 
which he planted in the Jewiſh nation. By the 
hedge is meant the Jewiſh law of ceremonies, 
which divided them from other nations. The 
wine-preſs and tower ſignify the altar and tem- 
ple. God may be ſaid to let his Vineyard or 
church to the Jews; ; or rather to have hired 
them into it, when they were choſen to be his 
people. The fruit which God required, was 
the obſervance of his laws. The ſervants were 
the prophets; many of whom were uſed with 
great cruelty. The on was the Meſſiah : and 
the other huſbandmen the Gentiles, The prieſts 
and elders, by ſaying, he will miſerably deftroy 
thoſe wicked men, and let out his Vineyard to other 
huſbandmen, unwarily paſted a ſevere: ſentence _ 
againſt chemſelves. Their wickedneſs in killing 

Chriſt, the Lord of Life himſelf, was greater 
and more inexcuſable than that of their forefa- 
chers had been i: Aan them that had been ſent 


uU7119 Heme 
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The Marriage of the Fing's Son. 
By the Jing, we muſt underſtand God. By 


the on, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. By the marriage 


 Feaſi, the benefits and bleſſings of the Chriſtian 
religion, and God's care in having that religion 
publiſhed. The gueſts firſt invited were the 
Jews. On their refuſal, the king ſent his ſervants, 


the Apoſtles, into the highways, to call as many 


as would, that 1s, to invite all mankind to em- 
| brace it. The Parable alſo repreſents the re- 
ception Chriſtianity ſhould meet with, expreſſed 
by men's making light of it, and offering excuſes. 
The man ꝛwirhout a wedding garment means one 


who pretends to accept of the terms of falva- 


tion, but yet neglects to live according to the 
rules of the Goſpel. The time of the #:nz's 
coming is the Day of Judgement. 


Marr. xxv. 1. 
Wye Len Virgins. 
This parable ſhews the manner in which God 
will treat thoſe at the Day of Judgement, Who 


have been careleſs in Preparing for it. The 
Bridegroom is our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, By going 


forth co meet him is ſignified, our preparing for 


bis calling us by death. Ihe marriage is, the 
Pay of Judgement. The Virgius, are all who 
5 „ protels 


eee eee, e 
= 2 


r 
ene 


- EE 2 
r 
4 9 . 


ds 3 1 4 
ee ere . * 8 0 5 
. . — d — — 


* 


od. N 1 — = 


—— 2 2 as OE —— — — | — A 


> © + - 5 
= __ 


—— ũͤ ͤ — 


" my - « by 2 — * 
w_ P 2 
2 


631540 


profeſs the Chriſtian religion. By half being 


wiſe, and half fooliſh, is repreſented the great 
difference among Chiiſtians, ſome idle and 
thoughtleſs, others wife and careful. By the 
lamps, is expreſſed the fouls of men. By oil, 


the graces and virtues of Chriſtianity, By the 


Virgins a lumbering and ſleeping, the frailties 
of even the beſt of men. Becauſe Chriſt de- 


„layeth his coming, we ſometimes lay aſide the 


thought of it. By the cry at midnight, is meant, 
the unexpected appearance of death, or judge- 
ment. The viſe aroſe and trimmed their lamps 
ſo good men, when warned by age or ſickneſs, 
ſhould increaſe their piety. The door being {ut be- 
fore the others were ready, ſhews the weakeſs 
of a death-bed repentance; they that would en- 
ter in ſhould be prepared by a former courſe 
of holy living. 


rr. 14. | LUKE xix. 12. 


Of the Talents. 


The interpretation may be this. By a man 


|fravelling ; into @ far coumt y, is repreſented our 


Saviour's leaving this world, and aſce- ding into 
Heaven. By calling his ſervants and deli VEring 


them bis goods; to one, five talents, to another 


tro; is ſignified his giving men ſufficient grace, 


according to their ſeveral abilities, S, to perform 
their duty. By their Fading, is ſhewn the 


improvement chey ae, * piding. the talent 


Fer | 
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in the earth, is expreſſed the ſloth and idleneſs 
of wicked men. By the Lord's conung and rec- 
koning with the ſervants, is expreſſed the coming 
of Chrift to judgement, at the end of the world. 
By his commanding the talent to be taken from 
bim that had made no uſe of it, and given to ano- 
ther wha had improve d his; and ordering him 
10 be caſt into outer darkneſs. is exprelled the 
- deplorable condition and eternal miſery of thoſe 
who do not improve the grace of God given to 
them in this life — As the rewards mentioned in 
this Parable muſt mean thote which are to be 
given at the day of judgement, it is clear, that at 
the laſt day men will receive different rewards 
from God, in proportion to the different im- 
provements they have made of the favours he 


has granted them. 


Manx IV. 26. - 


Seed caſt into | the Ground. 


As the huſhandman does not, by any power 
of his own,” cauſe the ſeed to grow, but leaves 
it to be nouriſhed by the Earth and Sun; ſo the 
Apoſtles of Chrift, having taught men the true 
religion, were to ſuffer it to ſpread by the influ- 
ence of God's Holy-Spirit, till it ſhould attain 
its full effect. And as the huſbandman cannot 
perceive the corn extending as it grows; ſo the 
miniſters of Chriſt were not, at firſt, to ſee the 
Goſpel make a quick progreſs through the 


world, and therefore were not to be diſcouraged 
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when they did not ſee ſucceſs immediately fol- 


low their labours. Thus it is now. A Chrif- 
tian miniſter can only propoſe and lay before 
men the pleaſures that will certainly attend 
a virtuous life, and ſhew them the folly and un- 


reaſonableneſs of fin: he can only declare the 


great advantages which the Chriſtian religion 
has over all others ; and endeavour to perſuade 
men to embrace it, but mult leave the event and 
ſucceſs to God. Paul may plant, Apollos may 
roter; it is from God only, that the increaſe muſt 
come. 1 Cor. iii. 6. 


Lok E x. 305 


The 85 0 Samaritan. 


The Jews would have no dealings with the Sa- 


maritans, who Giflented from them in matters of 


religion. The deßgn therefore of this Parable 
is to give them, and us, a true notion of charity: 
the objects of which are, all really poor and ne- 


ceſſitous perſons, without excepting any, whe- 


ther they be ſtrangers or enemies, Heathens or 
heretics, or wicked perſons. We are 70 do 
good to all men, Gal. vi. 10. Chriſt commends 
the Samaritan's charity only, not his religion. 
He tells one of them, Ye worſhip ye know not 
what; and ſays, ſalvation is of the Jews. We 
muſt treat people that are in error with charity, 


at the ſame time that we deteſt their principles, 
and ſtrive to preſerve others from their infection. 
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The Find and the 8 


| The application of this Parable is, 405 and it 
ſhall be given you, &c. which ſhews that the de- 


prayer: like that of the ihiportunate widow, 


Chapter xviii. 2. which ſee hereafter. To en- 


courage his Diſciples under their ſufferings from 
the Jews, Chriſt aſſured them, that God's not 

immediately anſwering their prayers, by pro- 
tecting them, was no reaſon for them to think 
that he wholly diſregarded them: but, if they 
continued to aſk Ke faith, earneſtneſs, and 
conſtancy, he would at laſt grant their reaſonable 
deſires, 


 TL.vkE xil. 16. 


The covetous Rich Man. 


It is plain that the intent of this Parable i is to 
draw men from covetoufneſs, and expoſe the 
folly of being wholly employed in /aying up trea- 
ſores in this hife, and taking little or no care to 
be rich toward God. T he covetous rich man 
was ſuddenly ſnatch'd away from his abundance: 
every rich man therefore is very unwiſe, who, 
flattering himſelf with the hope of many years 


to come, truſis in his riches, and neglects reli- 


gion. | 
Lone 


ſign of it was, to enforce the duty of frequent 


rr 
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Lox xlii. 6. 


The barren Fig-tree. 


Both Jews and Chriftians may be intended 5 1 
the Fig tree. God choſe the Jews to be his pe- a 
culiar people, expecting that they ſhould ſerve . 
and obey him but che became a diſobedient e 
and wicked peofl!! God, ſeeing their obſti- KW a 
 nacy, reſolved io deſtroy them; yet he made 
them one more offer of mercy by lending Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles; after which, if they 
rejected that offer, he determined to deſtroy 
them without mercy. In this manner does God 
deal with men under the Geipel. He firſt plants 
' them in his Vineyard, the Church of Chriit. that 
there by the good cultivating of his miniſters, 
and the influences of his Holy Spirit on their 
% fouls, they may become fruitful in g00d worse. 
After God has, with much patience, ſought for 
| fruit in vain, his zz/tice requires to give them 
| up to everlaſting burning. yet his mercy 
DB (through the interceſſion of ſeſus Chriſt, he 
4 | dr:fſer of his Vineyard, ) inclines him to forbear 
a little longer, till by repeated exhortations of 
the miniſters of his Goſpel, and reperted mo- 
| tions of the Holy Ghoſt, they ſhall be cultivated 
I afreſh. Then, if they bear fruit, well, happy 
will it be for them; but if not, after that, He 
will cut them down, and deſtroy them utterly. 
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The great 8 upper. 


| Gold ſent St. John the baptiſt firſt, to invite 
the Jews; and afterward, he ſent the Apoſtles 
and ſeventy Diſciples, to tell them, he kingdom 
of Heaven was at hand, and to perſuade them to 
enter into it. They, preferring the pleaſures or 
advantage of the world, refuſed. After Chriſt's 
reſurrection, the Apoſtles were again ſent both 
to Jews and Gentiles, Acts i. 8. Notwith- 
ſtanding Chriſt hath ſaid of thoſe who refuſed to 
come, they ſhall not taſte of my ſupper, that is, 
ſhall not 3 the bleſſings of his kingdom; 
yet ſtill wicked men endeavour by various 
pretences to excuſe themſelves from attending 
to the great buſineſs of regs the one * 
needful. | 


LUKE xv. 11 5 


The Prodigal Son. 


This whole chapter is intended to repreſent 
the great compaſſion of God toward ſinners ; 
his great deſire they ſhould repent and turn 
from their wicked courſes ; and how pleaſing it 
is to him when they ſincerely do ſo. This is 
expreſſed in three Parables ; The loft ſheep, verſe 
4. The piece of filver, verſe 8 ; and the. pro- 
_ gigal ſon. In the latter, the father ol, 

| 0 
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| God, who is the Father of all mankind : : ho . 
der jen, the Jewiſh nation: and the younger ſon, 


or Prodigal, the publicans and ſinners. This 
Parable finely ſhews the folly and extravagance 


of the wicked, who give themſelves up to fol- 
low their own wills :—the ſad condition of ſuch 


finners in their fallen ſtate, when they find them- 
ſelves ruined and undone :—the ſharp reproof 


of conſcience when they recover their reaſon; 
which moves them to return to their obedience 
to God, their heavenly Father :—and his rea- 
dineſs to receive to favour ſuch as earneſtly re- 


pent, and keep their reſolutions. Let them who 
have been thus received, wander no more. 


Luxx xvi. I. 


The unjuſt Stervard. 


All mankind are flewards to Cod. * hat we 


have is not our own property: we muſt give 
an account of our ſtewardſhip, Our Lord, or, 
rather, the unjuſt ſteward's Lord, did not com- 
mend him becauſe be had acted ciſhone/tly ; but 


| _— he had done wiſely for himſelf. "Chriſt 


ould have Chriſtians act as witely and dili- 
y in employing their riches in acts of piety 
and charity,” to ſecure their etern al vetare, a 
worldly men do, in la aying out theirs to the 


greateſt temporal profit: Tot to get wealth by 


unjuſt means, but rather to lay out what Provi- 
dence has bleſſed them with in works of mercy, 


that ſo they may * up oY GE treafures in 


” Po Heaven; 
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Heaven; or be received i into Heaven when they 
| die. 


 Evks xvi. 19. 


The rich Man and Lazarus. 


This Parable is formed on the doctrine of a 
future ſtate as it prevailed in the Jewiſh Church 
at that time. It informs us of theſe three 
things: firſt; that from men's proſperous or ad- 
verſe condition 1 in this life, there is no judge- 
ment to be made, concerning their condition in 
the next : for the happineſs of men here, is often 
exchanged for miſery hereafter, Solomon has 
long ſince obſerved, that no man knoweth either 


the love or hatred of God by all that is before 


them. | Eccleſ. ix. 1. Secondly, whatever al- 
teration is made in the condition of the ſoul 
after its departure from the body, it ſhall be 
from thenceforth for ever unchangeable : and, 

thirdly, that every man may be ſure of this 
from Scripture : and they who are not ſatisfied 
with what the Scripture ſays to prove this, will 
never be ſatisfied, though one ſhould riſe from the 
dead to aſſure them of it. The many, who ſaw 
Jeſus Chriſt after his reſurrection; and the many 
more, who converſed with Eatarus after he roſe 
from the dead, and were not convinced; are 
wonderful proofs of this truth. 
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Lokk xviii. 2. 
The importunate Widow, 2 2; 

St. Luke tells us plainly, that our Saviour 
ſpake this Parable to this end, that men ought 
always 1o pray, and not to faint. They ſhould 
not leave off, or deſpair ; though they do not 
receive a ſpeedy anſwer to their prayers. The 
ſtrength of the argument, to perſuade men to a 
conſtant devotion, lies in this: that if impor- 
unity will prevail with a ſinful man, to grant a 
requeſt contrary to his inclination; how much 
more readily will a good God relieve the wants 


of his children who are n, and * 
* his * 


Lozz XViii, 9. 


We Phari ns and "Pablo 
ZThe beginning and end of this Parable ſhew, 


that it is levelled againſt ſpiritual pride; or hav- 


ing ſo high an opinion of our own righteouſneſs, 
as to deſpiſe others. It was firſt intended to 
mortify the Phariſees; and encourage the Pub- 
licans, and thoſe they called ſinners: but prin- 
cipally to ſhew, that an humble finner, who is 
ſenſible of his wickedneſs, and with ſhame and 
ſorrow confeſſes his guilt before God, is more 
acceptable in his ſight, and ſhall ſooner be Par- 


doned by him, than he who boaſts of his * 
an 


( 163) 


and religion. Thus it recommends the virtue 


of humility, and ſhews, that though a man 


have never ſo much goodneſs, yet, if he be 
proud of it, this is odious in the fight of God. 
May we then, above all things, be ſincere in our 
religion! The Scripture ſaith, my jon, give me 
thy heart, Proverbs xxiii. 26. God loves an 

honeſt heart, and an upright mind, and there is 
nothing ſo abominable in his fight as an hypo- 
crite. The lower we are in our own eyes, the 
higher in God's ſight : for every one that exalteth 


himſelf hall be abaſed, and he that humbleth him- 


ſelf ſhall be exalted. Luke xiv. 11. The want 
of ſincerity in religion will quite ſpoil the virtue 
of it all, and totally deprive us of the rewards of 
it. Religion conſiſts not in ſhew, but in ſub- 
ſtance; not in outward appearance, but in real 
effects. Not every one that ſaith to me, Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdomof Heaven, faith our Sa- 
viour, in Matthew vii. 2 . but he that goeth the 
will of my father which is in Heaven, That we 
may be enabled to do it, God grant us in this 
eworld Raowledoe of his truth, and in the world to 
come life everlaſting /! 85 


To the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only wiſe God, be honour and glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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